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Grasmere Town Hall hosts 2018 Merri-Loo Graduation
Grasmere Town Hall has begun it’s next
chapter as a integral meeting space for the
Goffstown Community. This June, the
newly renovated community hall hosted the
first Merri-Loo pre-school graduation held
at Grasmere Town Hall in over 20 years.
19 three and four year old preschoolers had
the honor of being the first to walk across
the renovated school house stage and
receive their diplomas while over 80
parents, friends and relatives watched from
the theatre’s audience.
One parent even
provided music from Gracie Janowski uses the
ticket booth to show off
the Hall’s piano.

Requirements:
None! Just an interest in
Goffstown’s history and
enthusiasm for its
preservation.
How to Join:
Fill out a Volunteer Application Form (available at
the Town Hall or on the
town’s website) and submit
it to the Selectmen’s office
at the Town Hall.
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IN OUR SPRING ISSUE:
UFO’s invaded Goffstown,
town ghosts and historical
facts you never knew.

Interested in receiving our
newsletter at home?
Contact Town Hall at
(603) 497-8990, or sign-up
online at:
http://eepurl.com/ghnoDT

Thank you for your
interest in preserving
Goffstown’s heritage.

Merri-Loo has a long
history with Grasmere
Town Hall. The nonprofit cooperative pre-school program
began holding classes in the Grasmere Hall
building in 1971, when it was still an
abandoned two room school. Merri-Loo
previously held annual graduation
ceremonies until the early 1990’s when the
building began under going renovations. They plan to use the space again for their
“Open House” events and welcomes any and all interested faces.

Goffstown Historical Marker Program
The Historic District Commission plans to install more than 60
historic markers at significant locations around town over the
next several years. The purpose of the markers is to educate
the public about the many historical places, people and events
in Goffstown’s past. The Commission has installed several
markers with plans to erect additional locations in 2018/2019.
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Yesterday & Today ⎯
Progress in Preserving History
If it seems that much of this issue is dedicated to Grasmere
Town Hall — it is. Grasmere Town Hall is one of the true
markers of Goffstown history. It was, and again will be the
center of our community. Long before Facebook, Twitter
and electronic news feeds, towns had town meeting halls,
buildings and community gathering places to meet
neighbors, trade goods, tell stories, gossip and share a meal.
In Goffstown, Grasmere Town Hall was that location.
Built in 1889, it has served as Goffstown as School #9, Junior
Grange 150, the Town Dinner Theatre offering a hot meal
and a show, and after a disastrous fire destroyed Goffstown
Village Town Hall, it again served as Town Hall for nearly
ten years. Residents have bought, sold & traded their farm
goods, educated their children, eaten dinner with family &
friends, paid traffic fines, appeared before judges, attended
community meetings and been involved with this building at
some time or another during it’s 129 year history. In today’s
disposable world that is truly significant.

Grasmere Town Hall
was added to the
National Register of
Historic Places on
September 5, 1990
Designed in the Queen Anne style of architecture, with
gabled roof lines, arched windows, plenty of light and a
pyramid shaped roof, Grasmere Town Hall was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in September of 1990.
Over the course of the last ten years the building has been
carefully renovated to it’s original charm ⎯ inside and out.
The renovation was graciously supported with monetary
grants from NH Division of Historical Resources CLG
Program, LCHIP and the NH Council of the Arts, and
much of the physical work was completed by local
volunteers. Volunteers have completely re-wired the
building with up-to-date electrical. Exterior fire stairs have
been added to bring the building closer to being ADA
accessible. Floors have been sanded and refinished, the walls
display period correct paint colors and hand stenciled
borders, the stage light fixtures truly bring you to a different
era.

Top: Grasmere Town Hall with a class of students. (date unknown)
Center : Plaque showing Grasmere Town Hall on the National
Register of Historic places.
Bottom: Exterior of Grasmere Town Hall today.
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Take a walk through the center doors,
climb the wooden steps to the second floor,
take a moment to appreciate the beauty of
the polished oak wood trim around the
windows and craftsmanship that isn’t seen
today.
The ticket booth ahead of you truly makes
you smile, thinking of all the past town hall
activities and the many possibilities this
building still has to offer. The smallest
details were carefully restored ⎯ even
down to hand carving matching balusters on
the stairs and replicating the original
stenciling by hand painting replacements in
the exact designs and colors. Some may say
ten years is a long time to renovate a
building, but serving the community for 129
years is an accomplishment to be honored.
The building is now open for public use
and we are excited to see the possibilities
that will continue to enrich our Goffstown
community. Fund raising has begun for the
final phase, including an elevator to make
the building completely handicap
accessible. Grasmere Town Hall isn’t
finished her work yet ⎯ there is a lot more
community history to be made here.

A portion of the original
hand-stenciled border has
been preserved and is on
display on the second
floor .

Above left: Center window at the top of the
staircase leading the ticket booth and the theatre
area.
Above right: Examples of the hand-stenciling that
has been carefully duplicated from the original.
Lower Left: Grasmere Town Hall seating area and
piano.
Lower right: Standing on the stage looking out at
the audience. Grasmere Town Hall Theatre area will
have the capacity for over 150 chairs.
Left: Close up of the border stenciling that has been
carefully re-created on the walls and the ceiling.
Inset is an example of the original hand-crafted
stencil prior to renovation.

Interested in renting Grasmere Town Hall for your organization’s meetings or a special event?
Contact the Goffstown Town Hall at (603) 497-8990 x 100 for details and scheduling.

Commemorating Goffstown’s Heritage.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
TOWN OFFICES
16 MAIN STREET
GOFFSTOWN, NH 03045

Phone: 603-497-8990 x 100
Fax: 603-497-8993
Contact Town Hall for more information:
Admin@GoffstownNH.Gov
More information on the Goffstown Historic District
Commission projects, progress updates, meeting dates
& times and more are available at:

The Goffstown Historic District
Commission is a certified local
government and a land-use board for
the town. The HDC is responsible for
maintaining the historical integrity of
three local historic districts and for generally promoting
historic awareness and preservation in Goffstown.
Incorporated in 1761, Goffstown, New Hampshire is a
typical small New England town. From the American
Revolution of the 18th century to the Industrial Revolution
of the 19th century to the technological revolution of the
20th and 21st centuries, the town has witnessed and
participated in the making of American history, while
simultaneously offering families a nice, quiet community in
which to build their businesses and raise their families.
Current HDC Members: Chairman Phil D’Avanza, Lionel
Coulon, Rodney Stark, Mark Lemay, Mary Sullivan,
Michael Przekaza and Eileen McNinnie.

http://www.goffstown.com/committees-officials/municipal-committees/historic-district-heritage-committee
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