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The Villa augusTina

The cover is a mock-up of the historic marker that has been designed to be installed at the Villa Augustina. The 
marker will include a narrative explaining the historical significance of the site. Similar signs are installed at other 
historic locations throughout Goffstown. 

Villa augustina
The parcel of land where the Villa Augustina is located was originally a 125-acre parcel of land that was 

originally the Daniel Little Farm. The land was purchased by the Religious of Jesus and Mary in 1907 and in 
1916 ground was broken to construct a female seminary or convent. The brick building with stone trimmings was 
completed in September, 1918, and the Villa Augustina School opened its doors as an all-girls Catholic boarding 
school under the direction of the Religious of Jesus and Mary.

In 1968 the leadership of the Religious of Jesus and Mary decided to discontinue the high 
school and expand the elementary school. Boys were admitted to the Villa for the first time. In the 
early 1970s the kindergarten was established, and double classes for each grade kept class sizes small.  
Pre-Kindergarten began in 1985 to meet the needs of families in the area. Morning and after school care and later 
Camp Thevenet began for the same reason.

In 2008 the Villa was purchased by St. Claudine Villa Academy, a non-profit organization established by 
parents to serve students as the Villa Augustina School. The school continued operation under the direction of the 
new leadership until 2014.

The Villa Augustina School announced it would cease operation June 30, 2014, citing a decrease in 
enrollment and insufficient resources to keep the school open, after nearly 100 hundred years of continuous 
operation. 

Historic Marker PrograM
Using funds made available by the NH Division of Historical Resources through a Certified Local 

Government grant the Goffstown Historic District Commission collaborated with Thom and Justin Sousa, of 
Sousa Signs in Pinardville, to design a historic marker that could be throughout Goffstown. The HDC’s Historic 
Marker Program seeks to educate the public about the many historical people, places, and events in Goffstown’s 
past by emphasizing the presence of history all around us. Each attractive marker displays a photograph and brief 
description of the person, place, or event being commemorated, offering visitors and residents alike a glimpse 
into the Town’s unique heritage. In 2012 the first seven historic markers were installed in the Spring. In 2014 the 
HDC continued to move forward with installation of Historic Markers throughout Town. Currently, the HDC is 
working with property owners for installation of four additional markers in Spring 2015.

For a map of locations for the current markers or information about other sites where 
other markers may be located in the future, check out the HDC’s page on the Town’s website at  
www.goffstown.com/historic-district.html.


