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 Moderator Plett called the 2013 Deliberative Session to order at 7:04 p.m.  Mr. Plett was acting 
as Moderator Pro-Tem in the absence of Moderator Rodney Stark. 
 
The following counters were sworn in:  Al Baines, Nick Campasano, Cathy Ball and Karen LeClerc. 
 
The Police Explorers Color Guards; Tomas Jore, Zack Houle and Andrew Biron led the audience in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Moderator Plett introduced the Head Table: Town Clerk, Cathy Ball; Scribe Jo Ann Duffy, Assistant 
Moderator Lionel Coulon; Chairman David Pierce; Vice Chairman Scott Gross; Selectman Philip 
D’Avanza; Selectman Collis Adams; Selectman Mark Lemay; Town Administrator Sue Desruisseaux; 
Assistant Town Administrator Derek Horne. 
 
Moderator Plett also recognized the following dignitaries: State Representatives John Burt, Ruth Gage, 
Richard Meaney. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross introduced members of the Budget Committee: Peter Georgantas Chair; Bryan 
Fournier, Guy Caron, Lee Sperry, John Burt, Ivan Beliveau, Joe Spoerl, Ruth Gage, Elizabeth Dubrulle, 
Lisa Jukes and Dick Fletcher.  Both Ivan and John will not be returning.  S. Gross thanked both 
members for their service. 
 
Moderator Plett introduced Chairman Pierce for Presentations.   
 
Chairman Pierce:  I have the honor of making a presentation in recognition of a Selectman who has 
served our town for the past six years.  Since the filing period is over, I know he is finishing his sixth 
year.  Scott has been a wonderful part of our board.  I can depend on him to introduce something new at 
practically every session, usually at the end of the evening.  All of that discussion is very worthwhile 
because they do lead to decisions down the road.  I have a plaque recognizing your service.  We are 
turning Scott loose to go back home.  I have to take an opportunity to thank Tammy Gross.  We are 
turning Scott loose to rejoin you.  He has spent every Monday at the Town Hall.  He will probably want 
to watch GTV at home and keep track at what we are doing.  We appreciate you sharing your husband 
with us these past six years.   
 
Vice Chairman Gross thanked Selectman Pierce and all of the people he has served with over the past 
six years.  He stated that he had had fun doing it.  Selectman Gross thanked the department heads and 
stated the town has some very talented department heads and employees in this community.  He also 
thanked the folks he has dealt with on all the committees.  He stated he would like to thank his wife and 
two daughters. 
 
Moderator Plett introduced Rick Wilhelmi for the Robinson Cullerot Volunteer Award. 
 
Rick Wilhelmi:  I am here to award our 24th annual Robinson Cullerot Award.  We have an outstanding 
community.  We have a lot of volunteers.  The Award was established by the P&R Commission and the 
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Board of Selectmen for someone who best exemplifies the spirit of community.  For any community to 
be strong, it relies on the people in it.  People volunteer in many different ways.  We have many 
programs and opportunities of which both young and old can participate.  In the recreation world we 
understand the necessities of volunteers to grow bigger and better opportunities.  This year’s award goes 
to Gary Gendron.  He began coaching in the farm league with his son Hunter.  He later took on the role 
of umpire.  Gary never says no.  When his daughter became of age to participate, he became a manger in 
the Babe Ruth softball program.  He also referees two to four games every Saturday.  Gary’s passion and 
commitment to youth athletics is a benefit to our community.  Michelle Gendron has allowed Gary to 
show up and do all of these things and we thank you as well. 
 
The Moderator explained the Rules of Procedure.  Since 1996 we have been under the auspices of 
Senate Bill 2.  We have a Deliberative Session.  This is the first of a two part meeting.  All warrant 
articles will be on the official ballot to be held Tuesday, March 12 both at Goffstown High School and 
Bartlett Elementary School from 7 am to 7 pm.  We will only be discussing Articles 11 through 21 this 
evening.  If no motion is made, it will appear on the warrant as printed.  With respect to amendments, 
we cannot move to pass or defeat any article tonight, but only amend.  Amendments are permissible 
with certain constraints.  The amendment must be germane to the subject of the article.  Money articles 
can be changed within ten percent.  Wording can only change if there is qualifying language.  All 
amendments must be presented in writing.  The Assistant Moderator has forms for that purpose.   
 
Chairman Pierce moved to dispense with the reading of the warrant; seconded by Vice Chairman 

Gross. 

 
 

ARTICLE 11 
 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the operation, expenses and 
commitments of the town government, the budget approved by the Budget Committee in the amount of 
Nineteen Million Three Hundred Eighty Two Thousand Five Hundred and Ninety One Dollars 
($19,382,591). 
 This budget will be predicated by estimated revenues in the amount of Seven Million One 
Hundred Thirty Four Thousand One Hundred Sixty Six Dollars ($7,134,166). 
 The Sewer Enterprise Fund of One Million Six Hundred Sixty-six Thousand Five Hundred 
Thirty Eight Dollars ($1,666,538) is included in this revenue amount and in the appropriations requested 
in this article. 
 The EMS Special Revenue Fund of Four Hundred Fourteen Thousand Five Hundred Eighty Two 
Dollars ($414,582) is included in this revenue amount and in the appropriations request in this article. 
 The motion on the operating budget shall be the following, with only the appropriation amount 
subject to amendment:   
 “Shall the Town of Goffstown raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set 
forth on the budget posted with the warrant, or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes 
set forth therein, totaling Nineteen Million Three Hundred Eighty Two Thousand Five Hundred and 
Ninety One Dollars ($19,382,591). 
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 Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be Nineteen Million Two Hundred Thirty 
Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy Three Dollars ($19,239,873), which is the same as last year, 
with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Goffstown or by law or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13 X and XVI, to take up the 
issue of a revised operating budget only.”  NOTE: This article (operating budget) does not include 
appropriations in any other warrant article.   
If Articles 11 and 18 both pass as presented, then Article 11 appropriation will be reduced by $84,030 
which equals 75% of the appropriation budget for Cable TV.   
If Articles 11 and 19 both pass as presented, then Article 11 appropriation will be reduced by $55,480 
which equals 50% of the appropriation budget for Police Special Detail. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 10-4-0. 

 

Vice Chairman Gross moved Article 11 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 

 

Vice Chairman Gross:  The budget is comprised of three different funds.  The BOS controls the general 
fund.  S. Gross referred to the 2013 budget summary page.  Our budget in 2013 is $391,000 more than 
last year’s budget.  The vast majority of the line items were for the most part level funded.  Noteworthy 
items comprised the increase.  One was $160,000 toward employee retirement.  We saw some of those 
costs get transferred from the State level to the Town level.  The State was covering 25%.  Those costs 
are now borne by the communities.  $178,000 is for increases for health care and dental insurance.  The 
balance is for fuel costs for vehicles as well as heating oil and wages.  When you look at the detail, you 
will note in the administration area, there are many departments where their budget went down.  Overall, 
the Administration budget is a little higher.  We had to transfer all of the health benefits and lump them 
into administration.  The other thing you will see is it mentions if Articles 11 and 19 both pass, there will 
be reductions in this budget.  We will cover that later.   
 
Article 11 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross moved to limit reconsideration; seconded by Selectman Pierce.  Voice vote, 

one nay.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 

ARTICLE 12 
To see if the Town of Goffstown will vote to approve the cost items included in the collective 

bargaining agreement reached between the Town of Goffstown by its Board of Selectmen and the 
Chauffeurs, Teamster and Helpers Local Union No. 633 of New Hampshire representing certain 
employees of the Public Works Department which calls for the following increases in salaries and 
benefits at the current staffing level: 

Fiscal Year Estimated Increase  
2013 $30,208 
2014 $25,704 
2015 $39,897 
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and further to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand two hundred and eight dollars ($30,208) 
for the current fiscal year 2013, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase in 
salaries and benefits required by the new agreement over those that would be paid at current staffing 
levels in accordance with the most recent collective bargaining agreement.  (NOTE: These employees’ 
wages have been frozen for the past two years, 2011 and 2012.  This bargaining unit entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding to change health insurance plans which saved the town $30,336 in 
2012.)  (This appropriation is in addition to Article 11.)  

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 13-1-0. 

 

Selectman Adams moved Article 12 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 

 
Selectman Adams:  Article 12 represents a collective bargaining agreement between the Town of 
Goffstown and the Teamsters Union for employees who work at Public Works.  They have been 
working without a contract for the past two years and their wages were frozen.  They voluntarily entered 
into an agreement to change health insurance plans to one that required higher copays.  This saved the 
town $30,000.  This three year agreement has the following changes; payment of 10% for single person 
plans.  This agreement reduces the cash out option by 15%.  The employees receive a one-time payment 
of $500 and a cost of living adjustment for the first six months and a wage adjustment on July 1.  This 
results in an increase of $30,000 for 2013.  This is a tax increase of $5.00 on a home valued at $250,000.  
These employees will receive wage increases based on a performance pay system.  Their jobs will be 
evaluated and they will be eligible for a performance pay increases of 1-3%.  Maximum impact is 
$25,700.  In 2015 the same system will continue.  Estimated maximum impact will be $39,900.   Under 
the last agreement, employees were given 4% over a nine year period as well as cost of living 
adjustments.  This does away with that.  
 
Article 12 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 
Selectman Adams moved to limit reconsideration on Article 12; seconded by Chairman Pierce.  

Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

 
 

ARTICLE 13 
 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Two Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Nine 
Hundred Sixty Two Dollars ($276,962) for the purpose of purchasing replacement municipal finance 
software and conversion of data, funding to come from unassigned fund balance.  No amount to be 

raised from taxation. 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 10-3-1. 

 

Vice Chairman Gross moved Article 13 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 

 

Vice Chairman Gross:  Article 13 and the next three articles all deal with the unassigned fund balance. 
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Chairman Pierce:  The use of the unassigned fund balance hasn’t been used in recent history so it 
deserves an explanation.  The cost will be borne by other sources.  We have been aware of a number of 
questions residents have had.   
 
Vice Chairman Gross:  There is some confusion that the fund balance is a fund.   
 
Chairman Pierce:  This fund balance is an accounting line for the municipal accounting activities.  It is 
hard to draw an easy comparison.  When all the financial transactions have been confirmed, two 
categories of money are assigned to the unassigned fund balance.  Funds when expenditures are less 
than what was appropriated.  The second category of funds is when revenue is more than what was 
budgeted.  We budget a certain amount of money for car registration, if the revenues are greater, that 
amount rolls into the unassigned fund balance. 
 
Moderator Plett:  What would happen to the unassigned fund balance if these articles do not pass? 
 
Chairman Pierce:  There is presently $5.4 million in that fund balance.   
 
Vice Chairman Gross:  We collect the monies for the school district, they then ask for a disbursement so 
they can pay their bills.  It is very important to have a healthy fund balance.  The payments we make 
throughout the year vary so you need to have a good buffer.   
 
Chairman Pierce:  The second reason was to address emergency conditions.  There are legal ways to use 
the monies for an emergency.  The third way we use the unassigned fund balance is to lower the tax rate.  
This is done when we set the tax rate in the late fall.  The last reason is it leads to a favorable bond rating 
for the town.   
 
S. Gross:  Where do we stand in terms of the adequacy? 
 
Chairman Pierce:  The Government Finance Officers Association auditing rules recommend a 
municipality have between 8 and 17 percent.  That range is also endorsed by the DRA.  It would be 
favorably to have $3 million to $6.4 million.  We currently have 14% or $5.4 million. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross:  Why are the BOS using fund balance this year? 
 
Chairman Pierce:  The town has been audited.  It was recommended that should we want to use this for a 
municipal need, the most appropriate would be for one time projects.  We have chosen this method for 
providing the cost for four articles.  The four articles add up to $819,000.  If they successfully pass, the 
$819,000 will come out of the fund balance and we still have 12% in this fund.   
 
Vice Chairman Gross:  We cut a lot of capital improvement projects as well as the road program.  In 
2010 we spent over $3 million in capital items.  This year it is at $1.6 million.  We are trying to use the 
fund balance, as our auditors told us, we have ample amount in the fund to do this. 
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Vice Chairman Scott:  The Town of Goffstown processes tens of thousands of transactions.  Our 
software is over 12 years old and it is having systemic failures.  Our customer support is very minimal.  
We have had this problem for a few years.  Last year it did not pass through the budget process.  We 
appointed a citizen committee.  Guy Caron was on this committee.  We reviewed all of the different 
options.  At the end of the day, the committee made a recommendation to purchase municipal software.  
The committee put forward an RFP.  What we have before us now is the low bid on this article to 
replace the software.  The large component of the cost is transferring the data.  This is the lifeblood of 
what we do in town hall.  Our system is very fragile.  It could have a catastrophic failure.  This is the 
number one priority of the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Brad Parkhurst:  I appreciate the Board of Selectmen elaborating on what the unassigned fund balance 
is.  I would have appreciated an article in the newspaper.  The money that is in that fund is tax dollars. 
 
Chairman Pierce:  A portion of that balance did derive from tax dollars the other portion is from 
revenues. 
 
Brad Parkhurst:  We are using some of the money that I have paid into the town.  I wanted to make the 
public aware there is taxpayer dollars involved. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross:  We have prepared a letter to the newspaper.  There will also be information on 
GTV and the town’s website. 
 
Guy Caron:  When we voted to recommend or not recommend these articles, the wording is different 
from what we voted on.  We heard the term unreserved fund balance.  Is there any legal ramification to 
this? 
 
Selectman D’Avanza:  That’s a technical term by the Department of Revenue Administration.   
 
Article 13 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 13; seconded by Chairman 

Pierce.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

 

ARTICLE 14 

 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate One Hundred Sixty Nine Thousand Four 
Hundred Twenty Five Dollars ($169,425) for the purpose of purchasing software for police operations 
and dispatch, and for the conversion of Police Department data, funding to come from unassigned fund 
balance.  No amount to be raised from taxation. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 14-0-0. 

 
Selectman D’Avanza moved Article 14 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 
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Selectman D’Avanza:  Article 14 seeks to replace outdated police software including the data that is 
incorporated with that.  A portion of the unassigned fund balance will be used to pay for this purchase.  
This will provide more functionality and efficiency to our department.  In 2010 dispatch service 
contracts were lost with two communities which resulted in a loss of revenue to the town.  Once the data 
fields are filled in, it will eliminate the need for redundancy.  When the data is entered, it cannot transfer 
electronically to the next step, so they have to use a hard copy or a screen version.  The new software 
will allow for the electronic conversion and transfer of that data.  No amount will be raised from 
taxation and we hope the taxpayers will support the article.  We lost $45,000 annually from not having 
this software. 
 
Article 14 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 
Selectman D’Avanza moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 14; seconded by Selectman 

Pierce.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

 

ARTICLE 15 

 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate One Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($120,000) to address a culvert and slope failure on town land, including repairing damage to the 
abutter's land, funding to come from unassigned fund balance.  No amount to be raised from taxation. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 13-1-0. 

 

Chairman Pierce moved Article 15 to the floor; seconded by Vice Chairman Gross. 

 
Chairman Pierce:  Article 15 addresses a granite culvert failure and a slope failure.  Both are on town 
land and both have damaged the abutters land or have great potential to do harm to an abutter’s land.  
The abutter is the County of Hillsborough.  The culvert was built in 1860.  It is 80 yards long and 70’ 
below the rail bed.  The sidewalls have been undermined and one granite block was blown out of 
position into the culvert threatening the integrity of the remaining blocks.  We need to do repairs to the 
culvert and the undermining of the sidewalls to lessen the risk that this granite culvert will collapse and 
impound the water of the two streams.  The second condition is the slope failure.  Due to years of 
neglect, surface drainage hasn’t been attended to.  Rather than it flowing off quickly, it tended to flow 
down the middle of the rail bed.  The focus of that water on one point caused a gulley to form.  That 
started on town land and washed into the abutter’s land.  The cost of the repairs will be done with a 
portion of the unassigned fund balance. 
 
Brad Parkhurst asked if construction would be done to the rail bed and the answer was no.  The rail trail 
goes over the slope failure and the culvert. 
 
Chairman Pierce:  My diagram is on the edge of the ten foot path. 
 
Brad Parkhurst:  Has the County brought anything to the town about having it fixed? 
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Chairman Pierce:  The Director of Public Works and I have had a meeting with the County 
Administrator and we have agreement to have access over the County land for the repair. 
 
Brad Parkhurst:  Since you are using some of the unassigned fund balance, some of that is tax money. 
 
Chairman Pierce:  It comes from two sources; taxes and revenues. 
 
Brad Parkhurst:  Originally when the town purchased the land from the rail, they paid $80,000 and after 
that no taxes were to be used.  Is that correct? 
 
Chairman Pierce:  That discussion goes beyond this article.  It is not constructing the rail bed itself.  It is 
not for the actual improvement of the trail you are speaking of. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross:  Can you discuss the legal consequences if the town fails to repair the slope and 
the culvert. 
 
Chairman Pierce:  When you have an embankment 70’ high and there is a washout, the abutter would be 
upset and may want to seek a solution.  That solution would be expensive. 
 
Timothy McKernan:  You mentioned the failure may have been as a result of the Mother’s Day flood.  Is 
there any FEMA funding available? 
 
Chairman Pierce:  The actual damage was not noticed until three years later.  The inlet to this culvert 
was 6’ high and 4’ wide when it was built.  The inlet is now only 4’ wide and 2’ wide.  It would not take 
much brush to block the flow of water. 
 
Article 15 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 

Chairman Pierce moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 15; seconded by Selectman 

D’Avanza.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

   

ARTICLE 16 

 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Seven Hundred Sixty One Thousand Four 
Hundred Dollars ($761,400) for the purpose of improving the intersections of Main and Pleasant Streets, 
and Main, Elm and High Streets.  This article will be funded as follows:  $446,270 from the Congestion 
Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Grant; $62,448 from Impact Fees; and $252,682 from unassigned fund 
balance.  No amount to be raised from taxation.   

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 11-3-0. 

 

Selectman Adams moved Article 16 to the floor; seconded by Chairman D’Avanza. 

 
Selectman Adams:  Article 16 is a public works project.  One is for improvements to Pleasant 
Street/Route 13/Main Street.  The second is for improvements at Elm Street/High Street.  Preliminary 
engineering designs recommend a roundabout at the Pleasant and Main Street intersection and traffic 
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improvements and curbing at the Elm Street/High Street intersection.  The town has been awarded a 
CMAQ grant.  This grant is based on the premise that improving traffic flow will result in less idling of 
vehicles and less air quality degradation.  If this money is not used in 2013, the money will be returned.  
In addition, there are two other portions that go into this; impact fees and monies would also come from 
the unassigned fund balance.  There will be no impact to the taxpayers. 
 
Article 16 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 
Selectman Adams moved to restrict reconsideration on Article 16; seconded by Selectman 

D’Avanza.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

ARTICLE 17 

 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Seventy Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000) 
to be added to the Fire Department Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund previously established.  (This 
appropriation is in addition to Article 11.) 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 13-1-0. 

 

Selectman Lemay moved Article 17 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 

 
Selectman Lemay:  The Fire Department’s capital reserve fund was established in 2008.  It is helped 
with replacing fire apparatus.  Having a capital reserve fund can give the town leverage and seek out 
grants.  In 2010, the fire department accepted a large truck to replace the obsolete ladder trucks.  A large 
portion of the fund was used to pay for the fire truck.  We are now looking to purchase new apparatus 
when the time comes.  When we bought the tower ladder it was between $900,000 and $1 million.  The 
town spent about $250,000 to equip the truck.  The grant got us $712,000.  In 2014, we will probably be 
looking to replace two pieces of apparatus; Engine 1 and Forestry 1.  Engine 1 still sees a lot of 
firefighting and it is getting very tired.  It is running front line right now because Engine 6 is having 
body work right now.  Emissions standards change, new technology comes forward and it costs a lot 
more.  The new fire truck could be between $400,000 to $500,000.  If we have money set aside the 
impact will not be so severe.   
 
Article 17 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 

Selectman Lemay moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 17; seconded by Chairman Pierce.  

Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

 

ARTICLE 18 
 To see if the Town will vote to establish a revolving fund pursuant to RSA 31:95-h, for the 
purpose of cable access television provided by GTV.  Forty percent (40%) of franchise fee revenues 
received from our Cable Franchise Agreement will be deposited into the fund as well as Cable Franchise 
equipment grants, and the money in the fund shall be allowed to accumulate from year to year, and shall 
not be considered part of the town’s general fund balance.  The town treasurer shall have custody of all 
monies in the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of the governing body and no further 
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approval is required by the legislative body to expend.  Such funds may be expended only for the 
purpose for which the fund was created.  If Articles 11 and 18 both pass as presented, then Article 11 
appropriation will be reduced by $84,030 which equals 75% of the appropriation budget for GTV. 

 Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 14-0-0. 

 

Vice Chairman Gross moved Article 18 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 

 
Vice Chairman Gross:  I would like to recognize Dick Gagnon.  Dick started GTV and got it off the 
ground.  He has decided to pursue other opportunities.  I would like to thank you on behalf of the Board 
of Selectmen.  GTV would not be what it is without you.  There is a franchise fee charged by Comcast.  
It is a little over $250,000 that goes into the unassigned fund.  A portion of these fees are set aside for 
the GTV budget.  There is a recognition that this amount of money is not enough to staff GTV.  We 
decided to allocate 40% of the franchise fee, plus the creation of a revolving fund.  The operating budget 
will decrease because we would no longer have this in the operating budget. 
 
Dick Gagnon:  I would like to thank the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee for finally 
supporting the effort and putting this forward on the ballot.  I have interacted with many other stations.  
There is a big difference with a station that is budgeted correctly compared to what we have had over the 
past few years.  It makes a world of difference in the quality and the interaction of the public will be 
great for Goffstown. 
 
Brad Parkhurst:  I am a member of the GTV Committee.  I want to thank Dick for all the work he has 
done.  The broadcast will be so much better with the approval of this article. 
 
Jason Cote, Chair of the Cable Access Committee:  The biggest problem is that there is no leadership at 
the station.  You have to have a full time person.  I also want to compliment the Board of Selectmen and 
the Budget Committee.   
 
Article 18 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 
Selectman D’Avanza moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 18; seconded by Chairman 

Pierce. 

 

 
ARTICLE 19 

 To see if the Town will vote to establish a revolving fund pursuant to RSA 31:95-h, for the 
purpose of paying for police special detail expenses.  All revenues received for police special details will 
be deposited into the fund, and the money in the fund shall be allowed to accumulate from year to year, 
and shall not be considered part of the town’s general fund balance.  The town treasurer shall have 
custody of all moneys in the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of the governing body and 
no further approval is required by the legislative body to expend.  Such funds may be expended only for 
the purpose for which the fund was created.  If Articles 11 and 19 both pass as presented, then Article 
11 appropriation will be reduced by $55,480 which equals 50% of the appropriation budget for Police 
Special Detail. 
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 Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 12-1-1. 

 

Selectman D’Avanza moved Article 19 to the floor; seconded by Selectman Adams. 

 

Selectman D’Avanza:  Throughout the year companies and organizations request traffic control.  They 
are charged a fee for that service.  When the cost exceeds the account line, there is a negative impact in 
other account lines.  As we discussed earlier, you have to have a budgeted amount because we gross 
appropriate.  It is difficult to anticipate how many requests you are going to have.  We have the debates 
at St. Anselm College and we never know how much we will need.  It is very easy to overspend that 
line.  Many police departments use the revolving funds to avoid spikes.  All special detail revenue would 
be deposited into the fund and all expenses would be paid out of this fund as of July 2013.  The special 
detail line would be reduced.  These line items would not appear in future budgets. 
 
Article 19 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 

Selectman D’Avanza moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 19; seconded by Chairman 

Pierce.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 
 

 
ARTICLE 20 

 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) for the 
purpose of supporting the nonprofit Goffstown Main Street Program, Inc. (This appropriation is in 
addition to Article 11.) 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 10-3-1. 

 

Selectman Lemay moved Article 19 to the floor; seconded by Chairman Pierce. 

 
Selectman Lemay:  The Goffstown Main Street program is a local non-profit organization.  It attracts 
many people to our Main Street and provides support to the Main Street businesses. 
 
Karen Henderson spoke in favor of this article. 
 
Article 20 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
 

Selectman Lemay moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 20; seconded by Chairman Pierce.  

Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 

ARTICLE 21 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty-Thousand Dollars 

($20,000) for the purpose of helping to support the programs of Goffstown nonprofit Crispin’s House 
Inc., a youth drug, alcohol and suicide prevention agency.  Crispin’s House provides prevention 
programs designed to help kids make positive choices in their lives.  Our programs include high school 
and middle school monthly Youth Forums and VolunTEENS programs, Juvenile Diversion, Making 
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Chance a drug and alcohol counseling program and financial aid to families that cannot afford after 
school care for their children.  We are a member of the Greater Manchester Regional Suicide Prevention 
Initiative.  (This appropriation is in addition to Article 11.) 

 
Submitted by petition.  Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 and Budget Committee 10-4-0. 

 

Fred Plett suggested changing forums to fora. 

 

Al Baines moved Article 21 to the floor; seconded by Pierre Pouliot. 

 

Al Baines:  There is an error in the wording, the word chance should be the word change.  Crispin’s 
House has been around since 1989.  It was founded by a group of gentlemen in town.  I have been 
associated since 1992.  I have been on the Board of Directors for ten years.  Crispin’s House has been 
here for a long time and we will be around for a long time.  We provide drug alcohol and suicide 
prevention programs and alcohol counseling.  In year’s past we received funding from state and county 
grants.  As you know, the Legislature over the past few years, funding has been decreased to the point 
where it is now zero.  We were totally cut off from all our funds causing the closure of the after school 
program at MVMS.  The Allard Center YMCA is now running a program at that facility.  I also want to 
point out to you the members of our community that we have on our board.  I have lived in Goffstown 
for 35 years and involved myself with the youth of the community.  Our Vice President is Kevin 
Georgantas.  Al Baines is the President. William Exner is the Secretary.  Members include:  Michelle 
Peterson, Kevin Laroche, Cheryl Elliott, Gerry Bergeron, Peter Romein, Jennifer Gillis and John 
Tollefson.  These are people who are on our board because they believe in Crispin’s House.  I want to 
thank the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee for voting to recommend this article.  We are 
asking for $20,000 this year, which is far less than we asked for last year.  We are asking the town to 
help support our programs.  The rest of that money has to come from our fundraising efforts and our 
grant writing opportunities.   
 
Brad Parkhurst:  I have been involved with youth activities.  I am asking the voters to support this 
article. 
 
Christy Curtis:  I am the Executive Director of Crispin’s House.  I am a certified prevention specialist.  
For kids it is so important to provide opportunities for kids to stay away from drugs and alcohol.  There 
is a program for everyone.  We just started youth forum at MVMS.  The youth forum at GHS has been 
running for many years.  It was formed due to the large amount of suicides that had occurred at GHS.  I 
am passionate about prevention.  It works and it is important.  Our programs do so much to reduce these 
factors.  All kids will have to make their own decisions when they are out with their peers.  Our 
programs help to empower them.   
 
Ruth Gage:  Back in the mid to late 1980’s the area had a number of teenage suicides.  It was very bad.  
I would like to say if this $20,000 keeps one kid alive, it is worth it. 
 
Article 21 will appear on the ballot as printed. 
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Mr. Baines moved to restrict reconsideration of Article 21; seconded by Pierre Pouliot.  Voted 

unanimously in the affirmative. 

 
 

 
ARTICLE 22 

 To hear the reports of Town Officers, Auditors and Committees and to pass any vote relating 
thereto. 
 
Vice Chairman Gross thanked everyone for coming this evening.  Between now and the time you vote, 
if you have any questions, please contact any members of the Board of Selectmen or the Town Hall. 
 
 

ARTICLE 23 
 To transact any business that may legally come before said meeting. 
 
Brad Parkhurst made a motion to adjourn the meeting to March 12, 2013; seconded by Selectman 

D’Avanza.  So voted.   

 
The 2013 Town Deliberative Session adjourned at 9:03. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jo Ann Duffy 
Scribe 

 


