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I ntr od u cti on 
G offstow n, al ong  w ith  th e r est of S ou th er n N ew  Ham psh ir e, is g oing  th r ou g h  a 
fu ndam ental  and per m anent ch ang e in its tr aditional  l and u se.  Instead of far m ing  
and sm al l  tow n indu str y , r u r al  fiel ds and w oods ar e ex per iencing  accel er ating  
l and conv er sion into sing l e and m u l ti-h om e dev el opm ents.  Th is onr u sh  of l and 
u se conv er sion m eans th at th er e w il l  nev er  ag ain b e as m any  pl anning  options 
for  ou r  com m u nity  as th er e ar e today .  Concer n for  l osing  G offstow n’s N ew  
E ng l and r u r al  ch ar acter  pr om pted th e estab l ish m ent of a Conser v ation Capital  
R eser v e Fu nd (R S A  35: 1 ) in M ar ch  20 0 3, for  th e pu r pose of pr otecting  r em aining  
u ndev el oped l ands. 
Charter 
Th e pu r pose of th is O pen S pace P l an is to estab l ish  g u idel ines th at w il l  
encou r ag e th e tow n to u se al l  av ail ab l e tech niq u es to per m anentl y  pr otect 
tar g eted l ands in G offstow n, pr eser v ing  th em  for  fu tu r e g ener ations in an 
u ndev el oped state.  Th ese pr otected l ands w il l  for ev er  enh ance th e q u al ity  of l ife 
in ou r  tow n b y  pr eser v ing  natu r al  and h istor ic r esou r ces, w il dl ife h ab itat, 
r ecr eational  oppor tu nities, tr aditional  l andscapes and scenic sites. 
It is th e intention of th e Conser v ation Com m ission th at acq u isition or  pr otection of 
l and for  th e pu r pose of im pl em enting  th is pl an sh ou l d b e accom pl ish ed onl y  w ith  
th e cooper ation of w il l ing  l andow ner s.  Th is pl an is am b itiou s in its m u l tipl e g oal s 
and its im pact on ou r  l andscape, w ith  th e r eal iz ation th at th e final  r esu l t w il l  not 
incl u de ev er y  g oal .  Its im pl em entation w il l  tak e m any  y ear s. 
O v erv i ew  o f  the P l an  
Th e definition of O pen S pace, for  th e pu r poses of th is pl an, is defined in th e 
section Foundations of the Open Space Plan.  Th is section al so incl u des th e 
g ener al  g oal s and g u iding  pr incipl es b eh ind th e pl an. 
Th e j u stification for  th e pl an is ou tl ined in th e section E v aluating  the B enefits of 
Open Space. 
Th er e ar e th r ee sections th at cov er  th e m ech anics of th e pl an’s im pl em entation.  
Th e section I m plem enting  the Open Space C onser v ation Plan is focu sed on 
estab l ish ing  an O pen S pace Com m ittee to im pl em ent th e pl an, and offer s 
su g g estions for  possib l e sou r ces of fu nding , l and pr otection m ech anism s and 
adm inistr ativ e actions.  G u idel ines for  sel ecting  pr oj ects w ith  a r ational  pr ior ity , 
fr ee fr om  per sonal  b ias, ar e pr oposed in th e section Pr oj ect E lig ib ility  and 
E v aluation Pr ocess. O nce a pr oj ect is com pl eted, th er e is an ong oing  
stew ar dsh ip r esponsib il ity  w h ich  is discu ssed in Stew ar dship of Pub lic and 
Pr iv ate L ands.   
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A n im por tant par t of th e docu m ent is an ov er v iew  of th e r em aining  r esou r ces in 
G offstow n.  G offstow n R esour ce Sum m ar y  pr esents a b r ief ou tl ine of th e 
tow ns natu r al  featu r es.  It th en div ides th e tow n into six  r eg ions and discu sses 
th e specific featu r es w or th y  of pr otection w ith in each  r eg ion.  Th e final  decision of 
w h ich  pr oj ects to pu r su e w il l  b e m ade b y  th e O pen S pace Com m ittee.  Th e intent 
of th is section is not to su per sede th at com m ittee, b u t to pr ov ide an initial  
anal y sis to h el p th e com m ittee b eg in its w or k . 
O th er  su g g estions to facil itate th e pl an ar e discu ssed in th e final  section, 
R ecom m ended A ctions to Suppor t the Open Space Plan. 
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F ou nd ati ons of th e O p en S p ace Plan 
D ef i n i ti o n  o f  O p en  S p ac e 
O pen space is defined as l and th at is not intensiv el y  dev el oped for  r esidential , 
com m er cial , indu str ial  or  institu tional  u se. O pen space can b e pu b l icl y  or  
pr iv atel y  ow ned. It incl u des ag r icu l tu r al  and for est l and, u ndev el oped sh or el ines, 
u ndev el oped scenic l ands, pu b l ic par k s and pr eser v es. It al so incl u des w ater  
b odies su ch  as l ak es, ponds, str eam s and w etl ands. W h en a par cel  of l and is 
v er y  sm al l , w h eth er  th e l and is defined as open space depends on its 
su r r ou nding s. A  v acant u r b an l ot or  nar r ow  path w ay  for  w al k ing  is open space 
w h en dev el oped ar eas su r r ou nd it. A nd w h il e not str ictl y  open space, th is P l an 
al so discu sses cu l tu r al  and h istor ic r esou r ces, w h ich , al ong  w ith  open space, ar e 
par t of th e h er itag e of G offstow n. 
 
Gen eral  Go al s  o f  the O p en  S p ac e Co n s erv ati o n  P l an  
Th e O pen S pace Conser v ation P l an adopts th e fol l ow ing  g oal s for  conser v ation 
of open space and cu l tu r al  r esou r ces in G offstow n. 

� P r otect th e q u al ity  of su r face and u nder g r ou nd dr ink ing  w ater  su ppl ies. 
 

� P r otect th e q u al ity  of l ak es, str eam s and w etl ands needed to su stain 
aq u atic ecosy stem s and w ater -b ased r ecr eation. 
 

� P r ov ide h ig h  q u al ity  ou tdoor  r ecr eation oppor tu nities, on b oth  l and and 
w ater , accessib l e to al l  G offstow n citiz ens, r eg ar dl ess of w h er e th ey  l iv e, 
th eir  financial  statu s, or  th eir  ph y sical  ab il ities. 
 

� P r otect and enh ance th ose scenic, h istor ic and cu l tu r al  r esou r ces w h ich  
ar e r eadil y  identifiab l e as v al u ed par ts of th e com m on h er itag e of 
G offstow n’s citiz ens. 
 

� P r otect h ab itat for  th e div er sity  of pl ant and anim al  species to ensu r e th e 
pr otection of h eal th y , v iab l e and su stainab l e ecosy stem s, as w el l  as th e 
conser v ation and pr eser v ation of b iol og ical  div er sity  w ith in th e tow n. 
 

� P r otect h ab itats th at su stain th e tr aditional  pastim es of h u nting , fish ing , 
and v iew ing  fish  and w il dl ife. 
 

� P r otect in-tow n open spaces for  r esidents of m or e densel y  dev el oped 
ar eas. 
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� M aintain th e cr itical  natu r al  r esou r ce b ased indu str ies of far m ing , w ood 
pr odu cts, and tou r ism . 
 

� P r ov ide pl aces for  edu cation and r esear ch  on ecol og ical , env ir onm ental  
and appr opr iate cu l tu r al  r esou r ces to pr ov ide a b etter  u nder standing  of th e 
sy stem s fr om  w h ich  th ey  der iv e. 
 

� P r eser v e open space, par ticu l ar l y  for est l ands, for  th e pr otection and 
enh ancem ent of air  q u al ity . 

 
Gu i d i n g  P ri n c i p l es  f o r the O p en  S p ac e Co n s erv ati o n  P l an  
Th e O pen S pace Conser v ation P l an is b u il t u pon th e fol l ow ing  g u iding  pr incipl es 
and statem ents of r esponsib il ity . 

� Th e Tow n sh ou l d w or k  in par tner sh ip w ith  pr iv ate l andow ner s and not-for -
pr ofit conser v ation or g aniz ations to estab l ish  and ach iev e l and 
conser v ation g oal s. 
 

� Th er e can b e m u l tipl e str ateg ies for  conser v ing  open space and cu l tu r al  
r esou r ces. Th e k ey  to th e su ccess of th is P l an is fitting  th e appr opr iate 
str ateg y  to th e r esou r ce. 
 

� G iv en l im ited pu b l ic and pr iv ate dol l ar s and ov er al l  econom ic concer ns, it 
is essential  to estab l ish  cl ear  pr ior ities for  tow n action to conser v e specific 
open space par cel s and cu l tu r al  r esou r ces. 
 

� S u ch  pr ior ities ou g h t to b e estab l ish ed th r ou g h  th e com b ination of 
ob j ectiv e m easu r em ents of l and conser v ation needs, pr oj ect el ig ib il ity , and 
b r oad b ased citiz en opinion. 
 

� In pu r su ing  open space conser v ation g oal s, th e Tow n m u st deal  fair l y  and 
openl y  w ith  pr oper ty  ow ner s, al l  or g aniz ations inv ol v ed in th e tr ansactions, 
and th e citiz ens w h o h av e entr u sted th e Tow n w ith  th eir  tax  dol l ar s. 
 

� W h en pr oposal s ar e m ade, th e pl an sh ou l d define costs of im pl em entation 
and pr opose m eth ods for  m eeting  th ose costs. 
 

� W h en conv ey ing  l and for  pu b l ic pu r poses, th e cost of adeq u ate 
m anag em ent and stew ar dsh ip m u st b e tak en into accou nt. 
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E v alu ati ng  th e benefi ts of op en sp ace 
W h en ask ed, m ost citiz ens state th at th ey  fav or  pr eser v ation of open space, and 
th at su ch  pr eser v ation is b eneficial  to th e tow n.  How ev er , to identify  and sel ect 
appr opr iate and cost-effectiv e conser v ation str ateg ies w e need m or e th an a 
g ener al  im pr ession.  Q u al ify ing  and q u antify ing  th e b enefits, and potential  
im pacts, is not al w ay s easy .  N oneth el ess, th is pl an attem pts to do b oth . 
 
E c o n o m i c  I m p ac ts  
Benefits 
B enefits of open space conser v ation incl u de th e fol l ow ing . 

� A  nu m b er  of r ecent stu dies h av e dem onstr ated th at u ndev el oped open 
space, incl u ding  for est and ag r icu l tu r al  l and, g ener ates m or e in r eal  
pr oper ty  tax  r ev enu e th an it r eq u ir es in m u nicipal  ser v ices – r epr esenting  
a net econom ic b enefit to l ocal  g ov er nm ents (S ee r efer ences [ D1 ] , [ D2] , 
and [ D3]  in A ppendix  1 ). N ew  r esidential  dev el opm ent in pr ev iou sl y  
u ndev el oped ar eas, on th e oth er  h and, u su al l y  r esu l ts in a net l oss to 
m u nicipal  finances. In oth er  w or ds, th e costs for  l ocal  ser v ices (sch ool s, 
pol ice and fir e, r oads, sol id w aste and sew er  tr eatm ent, etc.) ou tw eig h  th e 
incr eased tax  r ev enu e pr odu ced b y  new  r esidential  dev el opm ent. 
Tar g eting  dev el opm ent th r ou g h  car efu l  l and u se pl anning  and 
r edev el opm ent of ar eas al r eady  ser v ed b y  ex isting  infr astr u ctu r e and 
th er eb y  pr otecting  open space ar eas, m ak es econom ic sense for  l ocal  
g ov er nm ents and h el ps r ev ital iz e u r b an ar eas.  
 

� P ar k s and open space can enh ance th e pr oper ty  v al u es of near b y  
r esidences. 
 

� O pen l and, scenic and h istor ic sites and th e av ail ab il ity  of r ecr eation ar e 
im por tant to N ew  Ham psh ir e attr ib u tes fr eq u entl y  cited am ong  th e r easons 
for  ch oosing  ou r  state for  b u siness ex pansion. W e need to m anag e ou r  
g r ow th  in a m anner  th at does not destr oy  th e r esou r ces attr acting  th e 
inv estm ents. 
 

� O pen l and, scenic and h istor ic sites and th e av ail ab il ity  of r ecr eation ar e 
w h at m ak e tou r ism  N ew  Ham psh ir e’s l ar g est indu str y .  W ith  th e q u al ity  of 
G offstow n’s natu r al  and cu l tu r al  r esou r ces, and ou r  pr ox im ity  to th e 
popu l ation center  of M anch ester , G offstow n cou l d r eap a su b stantial  
tou r ism  b enefit w ith  pr oper  pl anning  and m anag em ent.  If th e tow n l oses 
its open spaces to h ou sing  su b div isions, w e w il l  l ose ou r  tou r ism  
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attr action. 
 

� A l th ou g h  th e im por tance of tr aditional  ag r icu l tu r e h as decl ined in N ew  
E ng l and, th er e is a positiv e r esu r g ence in far m er ’s m ar k ets and pick -y ou r -
ow n pr odu ce oper ations.  P r eser v ing  ag r icu l tu r al  l ands in G offstow n w il l  
k eep th at possib il ity  al iv e, and w or k  in a sy ner g istic fash ion w ith  th e 
tou r ism  potential  of th e tow n. 
  

� Tim b er  h ar v esting  on for ested l ands g ener ates additional  r ev enu e to 
l andow ner s, pu b l ic and pr iv ate al ik e. Har v ests on pr iv ate l ands g ener ate 
tax  r ev enu es th r ou g h  th e Tim b er  Har v est Tax .  
 

� Tim b er  r esou r ce q u al ity  in N ew  Ham psh ir e is g ener al l y  h ig h , com par ed 
w ith  oth er  states and r eg ions. N ew  Ham psh ir e g r ow s top-q u al ity  
h ar dw oods in h ig h  dem and g l ob al l y , su ch  as b l ack  ch er r y , su g ar  m apl e, 
r ed oak , w h ite oak s, w al nu ts and w h ite ash ;  and h ig h  q u al ity  str aig h t w h ite 
pines. Th is dem and pr esents g r eat econom ic potential s for  l and ow ner s 
and m anag er s, tim b er  h ar v ester s and w ood pr odu cts m anu factu r er s. 
 

� Conser v ing  open l and is th e l east ex pensiv e appr oach  to env ir onm ental  
pr otection. For  ex am pl e, pr otecting  ou r  h ig h  q u al ity  sand aq u ifer  al ong  th e 
P iscataq u og  R iv er  fr om  destr u ctiv e dev el opm ent pr actices av oids th e 
necessity  of constr u cting  ex pensiv e tr eatm ent facil ities. 
 

� Conser v ing  open space can h el p sh ape g r ow th  in a w ay  th at sav es m oney  
on pu b l ic ser v ices. Cl u ster ed dev el opm ent can r edu ce th e costs of 
u til ities, tr anspor tation and pu b l ic w or k s constr u ction and m aintenance. 
P r otected open space r eq u ir es few er  com m u nity -su ppl ied ser v ices w h il e 
pr ov iding  r ecr eational  b enefits to th e com m u nity . 
 

� O pen space and tr ees in u r b an env ir onm ents can sig nificantl y  r edu ce 
r esidential  and com m er cial  h eating  and cool ing  costs, r edu ce air  pol l u tion, 
l ow er  consu m ption of non-r enew ab l e fossil  fu el s, and m ak e ou r  tow n m or e 
l iv ab l e at th e sam e tim e. A ir  q u al ity  in N ew  Ham psh ir e al r eady  su ffer s, in 
l ar g e par t fr om  ex ter nal  sou r ces. W ith ou t ou r  ex tensiv e for est cov er , th e 
situ ation w ou l d b e far  w or se, as w ou l d th e costs of r em ediation. 
 

� Th e pr otection of open space is v ital  to conser v ing  and su staining  fish , 
w il dl ife and pl ant species, as w el l  as th e ov er al l  b iol og ical  div er sity  of th e 
tow n and l ocal  r eg ions. Th e econom ic v al u e associated w ith  pr otecting  
open space for  th e pu r poses of conser v ing  and su staining  th e div er sity  
and r ich ness of th e state’s fau na and fl or a species is stag g er ing . M any  
cr itical  econom ic g oods and ser v ices pr ov ided b y  th e pr eser v ation of open 
space and th e species and h ab itats contained w ith in ser v e as an 
im por tant sou r ce of food, fu el , fib er  and m edicine. O th er  cr itical  econom ic 
ser v ices or  b enefits associated w ith  th e conser v ation and pr eser v ation of 
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th ese species th r ou g h  open space pr otection incl u de pol l ination, r ecy cl ing , 
nitr og en fix ation and h om eostatic r eg u l ation. B iol og ical  and ecol og ical  
r esear ch  continu es to find b enefits ou r  ancestor s nev er  cou l d h av e 
im ag ined, and it is l ik el y  th at tr end w il l  continu e. 

A d v er se E c o no m ic  I m p a c ts 
Few  w ou l d ar g u e th at pr iv atel y  ow ned far m  or  for estl and h as adv er se econom ic 
im pacts, b u t fr om  som e per spectiv es th e pr otection of open space m ay  h av e 
neg ativ e im pacts. M ost of th e neg ativ e im pacts r el ate to econom ics. 

� L ands ow ned b y  g ov er nm ent entities or  non-pr ofit or g aniz ations ar e tak en 
off th e pr oper ty  tax  r ol l . S im il ar l y , far m  and for est tax  l aw s m ay  sh ift tax es 
fr om  th ose l ands to oth er  pr oper ties or  l andow ner s in th e com m u nity . 

� Conser v ation acq u isition pr ecl u des dev el opm ent of th at par cel , and m ay , 
th r ou g h  l im itations on r esou r ce av ail ab il ity , l im it econom ic dev el opm ent in 
th e affected or  near b y  com m u nities. Th is im pact m ay  b e m or e sig nificant 
in m u nicipal ities w ith  a h ig h  per centag e of pu b l icl y  ow ned l and or  in th ose 
r u r al  com m u nities w ith  few er  r esidents to sh ar e th e tax  b u r den. 

� W h il e th e pu r ch ase of dev el opm ent r ig h t easem ents on far m s or  for est 
l and m ay  h el p m aintain th ese econom ic u ses in th e sh or t r u n, easem ents 
w il l  pr ecl u de econom ic u ses of th e l and th at ar e inconsistent w ith  far m ing  
or  for estr y . 

� P u b l ic acq u isition of l and or  l and r ig h ts inv ol v es ex penditu r e of pu b l ic 
fu nds, r aised eith er  th r ou g h  tax es or  sal e of l ong -ter m  b onds. 

� A dditional  pu b l ic acq u isition r eq u ir es additional  ex penditu r es for  
m anag em ent and stew ar dsh ip, incr easing  th e per m anent b u r den on th e 
tax pay er s. 

� Cr eation of pr eser v es w ith  scenic v al u e m ay  r aise l and costs in adj acent 
ar eas. 

M itig a tio n o f A d v er se E c o no m ic  I m p a c ts 
Th e adv er se econom ic im pacts fr om  open space pr otection can b e addr essed 
and m inim iz ed du r ing  th e pr oj ect sel ection and ev al u ation pr ocess and in th e 
im pl em entation str ateg ies as l isted b el ow . 

� Th e u se of conser v ation easem ents, r ath er  th an fee acq u isition of th e 
pr oper ty  titl e, can b e desig ned to m inim iz e th e neg ativ e econom ic im pacts 
of l and conser v ation on r esou r ce-dependent indu str ies. 

� P r oper ty  ow ner s often donate conser v ation easem ents. Th ey  can th en 
r eceiv e econom ic r eim b u r sem ent in th e for m  of incom e tax  and 
inh er itance tax  r edu ctions, effectiv el y  sh ifting  th e tax  r ev enu e offsets aw ay  
fr om  th e l ocal  g ov er nm ent and dil u ting  its im pact. 
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� P r og r am s h av e b een desig ned to encou r ag e, edu cate, su ppor t and 
m otiv ate pr iv ate l andow ner s to pr actice l ong -ter m  stew ar dsh ip of th eir  
for ests, far m s and oth er  open space. Th is can incl u de ou tr each , tech nical  
assistance and cost sh ar ing  for  conser v ation pr actices. 

� Conser v ation of open space r esou r ces, w h eth er  th r ou g h  fee sim pl e 
acq u isition or  th r ou g h  th e u se of conser v ation easem ents, can h el p fu nnel  
g r ow th  and econom ic dev el opm ent in ar eas w h er e it is m or e appr opr iate 
and l ess costl y  on th e ov er al l  finances of a com m u nity . 

 
E n v i ro n m en tal  an d  E c o l o g i c al  I m p ac ts  
Heal th y  natu r al  sy stem s pl ay  an im por tant r ol e in env ir onm ental  and ecol og ical  
pr otection:  

� W etl ands fil ter  and pr ocess pol l u ted w ater . 
� For ested ar eas r em ov e car b on diox ide and pol l u tants fr om  th e 

atm osph er e. 
� Tr ees and par k s in u r b an setting s r edu ce noise. 
� Tr ees m oder ate w eath er  ex tr em es b y  l ow er ing  tem per atu r es in th e 

su m m er  and b l ock ing  w inds in th e w inter , r edu ce th e consu m ption of 
nonr enew ab l e fossil  fu el s for  r esidential  and com m er cial  cool ing  and 
h eating . 

� For ests ar e a pr im ar y  sou r ce of cl ean w ater ;  pr otecting  and feeding  
str eam  h eadw ater s. S im il ar l y , u ndev el oped l and pr otects th e q u al ity  of 
u nder g r ou nd w ater  su ppl ies and aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar eas. 

� O pen, u ndev el oped l and is essential  to r etain a div er sity  of pl ant and 
anim al  species. Th ese h ab itats b enefit b oth  l ocal  species and m ig r ator y  
species. E cosy stem s el sew h er e m ay  depend u pon pr otecting  h ab itat h er e 
in G offstow n. 

� Cer tain species depend on h ab itats th at ar e r apidl y  disappear ing  as m any  
open l ands r ev er t to for ests and th ese for ests m atu r e. R etaining  th e ab il ity  
to m anag e su ch  l ands, to su stain cr itical  cov er  ty pes and h ab itats, is 
essential  for  m any  species of b ir ds, anim al s and pl ants. 

� O pen space sy stem s su ch  as w etl ands and sh or el ines b u ffer  settl ed ar eas 
fr om  inl and and coastal  fl ooding . 
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S o c i al  B en ef i ts  
O pen space, h istor ic and cu l tu r al  sites for m  th e h er itag e of th e Tow n. Th ese 
pl aces h av e su b stantial  social  b enefits to al l  G offstow n r esidents:  

� P ar k s and pr eser v es can pr ov ide th e oppor tu nity  for  escape and 
r el ax ation for  ev er y one in G offstow n. O u tdoor  ex per iences ar e an 
im por tant and inex pensiv e for m  of r el ax ation. 

� O pen space, in and of itsel f, pr ov ides per ceptib l e b enefits to ou r  society .  
It pr ov ides th e v isu al  and sensor y  space th at peopl e need to feel  
com for tab l e, pr ov iding  q u iet b u ffer s fr om  r oads, tr affic, b u il ding s or  oth er  
h u m an-m ade str u ctu r es. Th ese b enefits ar e u niv er sal l y  r eg ar ded as 
featu r es th at enh ance th e q u al ity  of l ife. 

� A ny  society  needs food, sh el ter  and a h ost of m anu factu r ed pr odu cts in 
or der  to su r v iv e. G offstow n’s pr odu ctiv e open spaces - far m l ands and 
for ests – can pr ov ide su stainab l e food and w ood pr odu cts th at contr ib u te 
to th e needs of pr esent and fu tu r e g ener ations. 

� P ar k s ar e sites for  ath l etic r ecr eation, w h ich  is im por tant for  ch il dh ood 
dev el opm ent.  G offstow n' s cu r r entl y  h as v er y  l im ited oppor tu nities for  
cou r t and fiel d spor ts, or  ev en passiv e r ecr eational  facil ities, nor th  of th e 
P iscataq u og  R iv er . 

� G offstow n' s natu r al  and h istor ic l andm ar k s ar e ou r  com m on h er itag e;  th ey  
pr ov ide com m on g r ou nd, b ind u s tog eth er , g iv e u s a sense of b el ong ing , 
teach  u s ab ou t th e past, and ar e th e fou ndation for  th e fu tu r e. If w e can 
su cceed in m ak ing  par k s and oth er  pu b l ic l ands accessib l e to al l  
G offstow n r esidents, th ey  can pr ov ide m eeting  pl aces w h ich  b r idg e 
differ ences am ong  th e r esidents and acr oss g ener ations. 

� O pen spaces, incl u ding  for ests, fiel ds, ponds, w etl ands, h istor ic sites and 
h er itag e ar eas, al l  offer  u niq u e oppor tu nities for  edu cation of peopl e ab ou t 
ou r  env ir onm ent and ou r  h istor y . 

 
Co n s erv ati o n  S u c c es s es  i n  Go f f s to w n  
Concer ned citiz ens and tow n official s h av e pr ev iou sl y  r ecog niz ed conser v ation 
needs and oppor tu nities, ev en w h en dev el opm ent pr essu r es w er e com par ativ el y  
m inor  w h en contr asted to th e cu r r ent state. Th ese actions ar e now  pr ov en to b e 
ex tr em el y  effectiv e, and il l u str ate h ow  conser v ation pay s l ar g e div idends b ack  to 
society .  G offstow n citiz ens enj oy  a h ig h er  q u al ity  of l ife, h eal th  and safety  th ank s 
to th e v ision of th ose w h o pr eceded u s. A nd th ank s to th e g ener ou s contr ib u tions 
of indiv idu al  and col l ectiv e contr ib u tions. 
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G o ffsto w n R eser v o ir s 
In 1 934, th e G offstow n Vil l ag e fir e pr ecinct pu r ch ased appr ox im atel y  90  acr es on 
N or th  U ncanoonu c M ou ntain, w h ich  incl u des th e su m m it.  A  pr iv ate conser v ation 
par tner , th e S ociety  for  th e P r otection of N ew  Ham psh ir e For ests, contr ib u ted 
h al f of th e $ 1 0 0 0  pu r ch ase pr ice.  
In 1 938, Fr ank  P ar k er  donated 250  acr es on th e east side of M ou ntain R oad to 
th e Vil l ag e Fir e P r ecinct. In 1 953, A nnie S . P ar k er  donated fu nds to th e Vil l ag e 
W ater  P r ecinct (su ccessor  to th e Fir e P r ecinct) to pu r ch ase an additional  
adj acent 1 90  acr es. Th ese acq u isitions w er e fol l ow ed b y  2 su b seq u ent 
pu r ch ases, appr ox im atel y  20  acr es in 1 970  and 1 5.6 acr es in 1 991 . Th ese 
acq u isitions h av e conser v ed near l y  590  acr es of w ater sh ed ab ov e th e G offstow n 
R eser v oir s, pr otecting  an im por tant pu b l ic w ater  sou r ce.  M u ch  of th is l and is al so 
open to th e pu b l ic for  l ow -im pact ou tdoor  r ecr eation. 
C o nser v a tio n E ffo r ts in th e 1 9 7 0 ’ s 
S ig nificant effor ts w er e m ade b y  th e Tow n’s citiz ens du r ing  th e 1 970 s to incr ease 
conser v ation l ands in th e U ncanoonu cs.  In 1 973, v oter s decided to pu t $ 50 0 0  
into a Conser v ation Capital  R eser v e fu nd, and continu ed to do so for  fou r  
additional  y ear s.  In 1 978, th e Tow n appr opr iated an additional  $ 25,0 0 0  and 
pu r ch ased 1 1 0  acr es on S ou th  U ncanoonu c M ou ntain – th e r em aining  tr acts of 
th e U ncanoonu c Incl ine R ail w ay  Com pany .  O th er  sm al l er  l ots in th e v icinity  w er e 
donated b y  v ar iou s citiz ens.   
A l so, in 1 977, th e Tow n v oted to pu r ch ase 55 acr es at th e G l en L ak e w ater fr ont, 
w ith  m u ch  of th e fu nding  com ing  fr om  a m atch ing  Feder al  g r ant. 
In 1 979, Car l  and A da B ar ton donated 1 37 acr es on th e sou th w est side of N or th  
U ncanoonu c to th e tow n.  Th ank s to al l  th ese effor ts m u ch  of th e U ncanoonu cs is 
open l and today , and is th e Tow n’s m ost popu l ar  ou tdoor  r ecr eation site. 
R a il s-to -T r a il s P r o j ec t ( “ T h e G r eenw a y ” )  
In M ar ch  of 20 0 4, th e G offstow n B oar d of S el ectm en annou nced an ag r eem ent 
to acq u ir e th e 5.9 m il e B & M  r ail r oad cor r idor  r u nning  fr om  th e M anch ester  l ine to 
G offstow n v il l ag e. A fter  m any  y ear s of effor t, th is w as th e fir st step in cr eating  a 
G offstow n r ail -tr ail . In M ay , th e P iscataq u og  R iv er  L ocal  A dv isor y  Com m ittee 
fu nded a desig n ch ar r ette for  th e tr ail , popu l ar l y  k now n as th e G r eenw ay . B oth  
issu es and oppor tu nities w er e identified al ong  th e tr ail  cor r idor . In th e past y ear , 
th r ee tr ail  cl eanu p sessions h av e b een h el d. Th e r ecent R ou te 1 1 4/1 1 4A  Cor r idor  
M anag em ent P l an identifies th e r ail -tr ail  as an im por tant facil ity  for  th e tow n. 
Th e pr im ar y  g oal  for  th e tr ail  is to pr ov ide a non-m otor iz ed al ter nativ e 
tr anspor tation and r ecr eation path  connecting  th e P inar dv il l e, G r asm er e, and 
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v il l ag e ar eas of G offstow n. Th is w il l  pr ov ide m any  possib il ities to im pr ov e pu b l ic 
safety  and h eal th . A ccess to pu b l ic natu r al  ar eas al ong  th e tr ail  w il l  cr eate m or e 
aw ar eness and oppor tu nity  for  th eir  pr otection. B u sinesses al ong  th e tr ail  w il l  
b enefit fr om  tr ail  u ser s. In th e l ong er  ter m , th er e m ay  b e secondar y  tr ail s 
b r anch ing  off th e G r eenw ay  to ex tend tr ail  b enefits ev en fu r th er . 
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I m p lem enti ng  th e O p en S p ace C onser v ati on Plan 
Go f f s to w n  O p en  S p ac e Co m m i ttee 
A n open space com m ittee is appointed b y  and w or k ing  u nder  th e au spices of th e 
Conser v ation Com m ission.  Its pu r pose is to estab l ish  cr iter ia to identify  th e m ost 
im por tant v al u ed r esou r ces, th en to identify  l and for  possib l e pr otection th at 
incl u de par cel s l ik el y  to contain sig nificant por tions of th e im por tant r esou r ces.  
A fter  ev al u ating  th ose par cel s, th e Com m ittee r ecom m ends actions to acq u ir e or  
pr otect, and m anag e th em . 
A ccor ding  to R S A  41 : 1 4-a, acq u isition of l and, b u il ding s, easem ents and/or  l and 
r ig h ts for  conser v ation pu r poses r eq u ir es appr ov al  of th e B oar d of S el ectm en.  
Th u s, th e O pen S pace Com m ittee w il l  r ecom m end action to th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission w h o in tu r n w il l  m ak e r ecom m endations to th e B oar d of S el ectm en. 
Th is open space com m ittee ideal l y  sh ou l d b e com pr ised of sev en inter ested 
com m u nity  citiz ens, w ith  at l east one b eing  a m em b er  of th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission. P ar ticipation of al l  r esidents is encou r ag ed. Th e O pen S pace 
Com m ittee m eeting s w il l  b e noticed and open to th e pu b l ic. 
 
P ro tec ti o n  an d  F i n an c e O p ti o n s  
J u st as m otiv ation for  open space pr eser v ation v ar ies fr om  per son to per son and 
cir cu m stance-to-cir cu m stance, pr otection tech niq u es v ar y  to m eet differ ing  
needs.  L andow ner s m ay  g iv e or  sel l  par t or  al l  of th eir  inter est in pr oper ty .  B y  
m eans of easem ents, th ey  m ay  r estr ict som e u ses of a piece of l and for  a stated 
tim e span or  in per petu ity .  In som e situ ations, dev el opm ent r ig h ts m ay  b e 
tr ansfer r ed fr om  one site to anoth er  distant site ow ned b y  anoth er  par ty .  Th e 
tow n can often z one or  r eg u l ate to m eet pu b l ic needs.  S tate and l ocal  tax  codes 
m ay  al so assist in m eeting  open space pr otection ob j ectiv es.  In G offstow n, th er e 
is th e additional  option for  pu r ch ase or  assistance, pr ov ided b y  th e estab l ish m ent 
of th e Conser v ation Capital  R eser v e Fu nd (M ar ch , 20 0 3.) 
Th e m ost effectiv e w ay  to m eet th e ob j ectiv es of th is open space pl an w il l  b e to 
u til iz e a v ar iety  of pr otection tech niq u es av ail ab l e to pr iv ate l andow ner s, non-
pr ofit or g aniz ations and th e tow n.  Th e tech niq u es m ost com m onl y  u sed in N ew  
Ham psh ir e and el sew h er e ar e descr ib ed b el ow . 
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P r o tec tio n O p tio ns 
Fee Simple Land Acquisition 

R eal  estate is m or e th an a piece of pr oper ty .  It car r ies w ith  it a com pl ex  b u ndl e 
of r ig h ts, incl u ding  th e r ig h t to im pr ov e th e pr oper ty , to m ine th e pr oper ty , to tak e 
w ater  fr om  th e pr oper ty , to g r az e anim al s, to pr ev ent oth er s fr om  v isiting  th e 
pr oper ty , and to sim pl y  enj oy  th e pr oper ty , to nam e a few  ex am pl es.  Th e b u ndl e 
of r ig h ts and r esponsib il ities th at com pr ise l and ow ner sh ip m ay  r em ain intact or  
m ay  b e al l ocated am ong  a nu m b er  of par ties. 

� O u tr ig h t pu r ch ase - O ften th e fir st step in open space pr otection is for  th e 
tow n or  conser v ation or g aniz ation to b ecom e th e ow ner  of th e l and. Th is is 
a r el ativ el y  sim pl e open space pr otection tech niq u e and is al so th e m ost 
secu r e, as contr ol  of th e pr oper ty  and h ow  it u sed is th e r esponsib il ity  of 
th e ow ner .  A cq u isition of fee sim pl e m eans a per son, or  g r ou p of peopl e, 
acq u ir es th e com pl ete b u ndl e of r ig h ts of th e pr oper ty . P u r ch ase m ay  b e 
necessar y  w h en th e l and is th r eatened and th e l andow ner  is not w il l ing  or  
ab l e to g iv e th e pr oper ty  to an entity  inter ested in l and conser v ation. 
 

� Donation m ay  pr ov ide th e l andow ner  w ith  sig nificant incom e tax  b enefits 
b ecau se th e v al u e of th e r eal  estate donated to a g ov er nm ental  or  non-
pr ofit conser v ation or g aniz ation is r ecog niz ed in th e tax  code as a 
ch ar itab l e contr ib u tion. P ar t of or  al l  of th e v al u e of th e l and m ay  b e tax -
dedu ctib l e. 
 

� B ar g ain sal e pu r ch ase at a l ess-th an-m ar k et-v al u e pr ice is a financial l y  
attr activ e v ar iant of an ou tr ig h t pu r ch ase. It b enefits th e b u y er  (th e tow n or  
conser v ation or g aniz ation) b ecau se th e cost of pu r ch ase is l ess. It can 
al so b enefit th e l andow ner  b ecau se th e differ ence b etw een th e b ar g ain 
sal e pr ice and th e fair  m ar k et v al u e m ay  b e consider ed a ch ar itab l e 
contr ib u tion and th er efor e q u al ify  as an incom e tax  dedu ction. 
 

� Donations for  r esal e - L andow ner s m ay  r eceiv e ch ar itab l e g ift tax  
dedu ctions for  donations of l and h av ing  l ittl e conser v ation v al u e if th ey  
au th or iz e th e tow n to sel l  th e pr oper ty  and u se th e incom e for  oth er  l and 
acq u isition pr oj ects.  Th e tow n m ay  sel l  th e l and w ith  or  w ith ou t 
conser v ation r estr ictions, b u t m u st fir st ob tain tow n m eeting  appr ov al  to 
dispose of th e l and. 
 

� A cq u isition b y  tax  defau l t - Tow ns often acq u ir e l ands on w h ich  tax es h av e 
not b een paid.  L ands acq u ir ed b y  a tow n b y  tax  defau l t m ay  b e r etained 
b y  th e tow n for  pu b l ic pu r poses, incl u ding  conser v ation, if th e action is 
appr ov ed b y  tow n m eeting  v ote. 
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E asements 

L andow ner s inter ested in conser v ing  th eir  pr oper ty , b u t r etaining  ow ner sh ip, 
often u til iz e easem ents.  A  tow n m ig h t pu r ch ase a par tial  inter est in th e l and, 
su ch  as th e r ig h t of pu b l ic access.  A cq u isition of par tial  inter ests in l and m ay  
occu r  b y  pu r ch ase, donation, or  b ar g ain sal e. Th e acq u isition of par tial  inter ests 
in l and is u su al l y  l ess costl y  th an th e acq u isition of th e l and fee sim pl e, b oth  in 
th e sh or t ter m  and th e l ong  ter m . Th e l ong -ter m  m u nicipal  costs incl u de th e 
r esponsib il ity  for  m onitor ing  and enfor cem ent in th e ev ent of an easem ent 
v iol ation. O th er  consider ations incl u de th e r el ativ e secu r ity  th at com es w ith  
ow ner sh ip, th e l oss of tax es and th e stew ar dsh ip ex penses necessar y  for  
m anag ing  th e l and. 
In addition to th e b enefit of pr otecting  th e l and, a l andow ner  m ay  b e el ig ib l e for  
incom e tax  b enefits fr om  th e donation of a conser v ation easem ent to a 
m u nicipal ity  or  conser v ation or g aniz ation. 

� Conser v ation E asem ent - S pecify ing  th e r ig h ts th at w il l  b e separ ated fr om  
th e pr oper ty  in a conser v ation easem ent deed, and sel l ing  or  g iv ing  th e 
deed to a conser v ation g r ou p or  tow n is a com m on m eth od of l and 
pr otection. M any  conser v ation easem ents, for  ex am pl e, r estr ict fu r th er  
su b div ision of th e pr oper ty , and r esidential  or  com m er cial  dev el opm ent. 
Com m onl y , easem ents m ay  al so l im it ex cav ation and m aj or  distu r b ance of 
th e natu r al  g r ou nd su r face. S om e conser v ation easem ents r eser v e 
par ticu l ar  r ig h ts for  pr esent and fu tu r e ow ner s su ch  as th e r ig h t to er ect 
ag r icu l tu r al  str u ctu r es or  to al l ow  additions on ex isting  r esidential  
str u ctu r es. S om e conser v ation easem ents cov er  onl y  a por tion of a l ot, 
l eav ing  th e r em ainder  av ail ab l e for  dev el opm ent accor ding  to th e l and u se 
contr ol s in effect in th e com m u nity . S om e easem ents al l ow  u se b y  th e 
pu b l ic. M any  l im it it (for  ex am pl e, to foot tr av el  onl y ), and som e cu r tail  
pu b l ic u se com pl etel y . Th er e is no set for m u l a for  w r iting  a conser v ation 
easem ent. E v er y  easem ent is w r itten to r efl ect th e pr efer ences of th e 
l andow ner  and th e h ol der  of th e easem ent and is per petu al  and r u ns w ith  
th e l and.  Conser v ation easem ents encou r ag e g ood m anag em ent 
pr actices of th e l and. Th e l andow ner  m ay  r eal iz e tax  b enefits u nder  IR S  
as a g ift or  u nder  inh er itance tax  l aw s.  A cq u isition of a conser v ation 
easem ent b y  th e tow n or  conser v ation g r ou p m eans r eceiv ing  a l ess th an 
fee sim pl e inter est in pr oper ty . A cq u isition of a conser v ation easem ent is 
al so cal l ed acq u isition of dev el opm ent r ig h ts, b ecau se in m ost cases, 
conser v ation easem ents conv ey  dev el opm ent r ig h ts fr om  th e ow ner  to 
anoth er  par ty . In th is instance, th e dev el opm ent r ig h t is ex ting u ish ed 
for ev er . 

� Tr ail  E asem ent - A noth er  ty pe of par tial  inter est th at is com m onl y  
conv ey ed is a tr ail  easem ent. S om etim es th e P l anning  B oar d r eq u ests 
th at a tr ail  easem ent b e g iv en to th e tow n to im pr ov e th e tr ail  sy stem  in th e 
pr ocess of r ev iew ing  a m aj or  su b div ision or  site pl an appl ication. 
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� P r eser v ation E asem ents - A  pr eser v ation easem ent is an ag r eem ent 
b etw een an h istor ic pr oper ty  ow ner  and a g ov er nm ent ag ency  or  
pr eser v ation or g aniz ation th at g iv es th e l atter  th e r ig h t to r ev iew  any  
pr oposed ch ang es to th e str u ctu r e.  In r etu r n for  g iv ing  an easem ent, a 
pr oper ty  ow ner  m ay  b e el ig ib l e to m ak e a dedu ction fr om  h is tax es. 

� R ig h t-of-W ay  E asem ents - R ig h t-of-w ay  ag r eem ents ar e appr opr iate 
w h er e pu b l ic access to onl y  a por tion of pr oper ty  is desir ed.  S u ch  an 
ag r eem ent m ay  b e sol d or  donated b y  th e l andow ner  and is u su al l y  l im ited 
to a desig nated per iod of tim e. 

T r ansf er  of  D ev elopment R ig h ts 

A  m ar k et for  dev el opm ent r ig h ts can b e estab l ish ed b y  cr eation of a tr ansfer  of 
dev el opm ent r ig h ts pr og r am . Ty pical l y , su ch  a pr og r am  is im pl em ented in a 
tow n' s z oning  or dinance. Th r ou g h  th e M aster  P l an and z oning  pr ocesses, 
sending  z ones (ar eas to b e l ess densel y  dev el oped or  conser v ed b y  sending  
som e or  al l  of th eir  dev el opm ent r ig h ts aw ay ) ar e identified as im por tant par ts of 
th e open space sy stem . R eceiv ing  z ones (ar eas to b e m or e densel y  dev el oped) 
m u st b e desig nated. P u r ch aser s of dev el opm ent r ig h ts can u se th e tr ansfer r ed 
dev el opm ent r ig h ts in th e r eceiv ing  z ones. W ith  a tr ansfer  of dev el opm ent r ig h ts 
pr og r am  th e m ar k et th eor etical l y  cr eates th e open space sy stem  b y  r em ov ing  th e 
dev el opm ent r ig h ts fr om  l ands th at sh ou l d b e l eft as open space and pl acing  
dev el opm ent in oth er  specified l ocations. 
In or der  to sel l  th e dev el opm ent r ig h ts fr om  l and in a sending  z one, an instr u m ent 
sim il ar  to a conser v ation easem ent is ex ecu ted. Th e tr ansfer  of dev el opm ent 
r ig h ts is car efu l l y  w or k ed ou t w h en th e sy stem  is set u p b y  l ocal  or dinance, and 
su b seq u entl y  m onitor ed to k eep tr ack  of th e l ands fr om  w h ich  dev el opm ent r ig h ts 
h av e b een sol d. 
D ev elopment R estr ictions 

Th is incl u des any  open space desig nation or  oth er  dev el opm ent r estr iction w h ich  
is par t of a cl u ster  dev el opm ent, innov ativ e l and u se contr ol s, or  w h ich  is l aw fu l l y  
im posed b y  a l ocal  l and u se b oar d as a condition of su b div ision, site pl an, 
v ar iance or  oth er  ty pe of appr ov al  as defined in R S A  477: 45,I. 
O ption and R ig h t of  Fir st R ef usal 

In cases w h en th er e is a par cel  of l and th at sh ou l d b e added to th e open space 
sy stem , b u t im m ediate pu r ch ase is not possib l e, an option or  a r ig h t of fir st 
r efu sal  ar e inter im  m easu r es th at cou l d b e ar r ang ed w ith  th e ow ner . Th ey  
g u ar antee th at th er e w il l  b e an oppor tu nity  to r espond to th e ow ner  w h en th e 
pr oper ty  is av ail ab l e for  sal e. 
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A n option estab l ish es a pr ice at w h ich  th e l and cou l d b e pu r ch ased at any  point 
du r ing  a specified per iod of tim e in th e fu tu r e. It g ains tim e for  r aising  m oney  for  
th e fee sim pl e pu r ch ase, for  com pl etion of appl ications for  g r ant assistance, for  
ob taining  tow n appr opr iations, or  w h atev er  el se is necessar y  to com pl ete th e 
pu r ch ase. 
A  r ig h t of fir st r efu sal  is l ess specific. It g u ar antees a fu tu r e oppor tu nity  to 
pu r ch ase th e l and at a pr ice eq u al  to a b ona fide offer  fr om  anoth er  par ty . It b u y s 
tim e, b u t does not estab l ish  a fix ed pr ice or  date of pu r ch ase. 
O ptions and r ig h ts of fir st r efu sal  pr ov ide l eg al  w ay s for  ev entu al  pr oper ty  
ow ner sh ip w h il e pr ov iding  tim e for  or g aniz ation and assem b l y  of financial  
r esou r ces. In cases in w h ich  th e tow n is inter ested in pu r ch ase, neith er  ob l ig ates 
th e tow n to m ak ing  th e pu r ch ase, b u t th e tow n sh ou l d not em pl oy  th ese options 
u nl ess th er e is a h ig h  pr ob ab il ity  it w il l  ex er cise th e option. O ptions and r ig h ts of 
fir st r efu sal  can b e ob tained at no cost, b u t ar e ty pical l y  sol d b y  th e l andow ner .  
Th ese m ech anism s ar e appr opr iate for  k ey  par cel s th r eatened b y  im m ediate 
dev el opm ent or  par cel s w ith  no definite dev el opm ent pl ans y et, b u t w h ich  w ou l d 
r epr esent sig nificant r esou r ce l oss if sol d. 
D eed R estr ictions 

A n indiv idu al  l andow ner  m ay  ch oose to attach  deed r estr ictions to h is or  h er  
pr oper ty  pr oh ib iting  cer tain ty pes of dev el opm ent.  Th e r estr ictions " g o w ith "  th e 
pr oper ty  u pon sal e, b inding  any  su b seq u ent ow ner . R estr ictions appl y  in 
per petu ity .  Deed r estr ictions m ay  b e nu l l ified if a cou r t finds th at conditions h av e 
ch ang ed.  Th e pr im ar y  dr aw b ack  of deed r estr ictions is th e ab sence of a cl ear l y  
identified par ty  r esponsib l e for  m onitor ing  and enfor cing  th e r estr ictions. 
 
M an ag em en t o f  the Co n s erv ati o n  F u n d s  
C o nser v a tio n C a p ita l  R eser v e F u nd  
A t th e 20 0 3 Tow n M eeting , G offstow n v oter s cr eated th e Conser v ation Capital  
R eser v e Fu nd, h er eafter  r efer r ed to as th e “ Conser v ation Fu nd” . M oney  in th e 
Conser v ation Fu nd m ay  b e ex pended b y  B oar d of S el ectm en at th e r eq u est if th e 
Conser v ation Com m ission for  any  pu r pose au th or iz ed b y  th e state of N ew  
Ham psh ir e in b y  R S A  36-A : 5.1 . Th e M em or andu m  of U nder standing  b etw een th e 
Conser v ation Com m ission and B oar d of S el ectm en im poses l im itations. 
Ty pical l y , th ese fu nds w il l  b e u sed b y  th e conser v ation com m ission for  l and 
acq u isition and th e costs associated w ith  donation, pu r ch ase and m anag em ent 
of l and, as w el l  as su ppor t of j oint pr oj ects w ith  l and tr u sts or  oth er  tow ns to 
per m anentl y  pr otect conser v ation l ands.  Th is section of th e O pen S pace P l an 
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sets for th  g u idel ines for  m anag em ent of G offstow n' s Conser v ation Fu nd, 
incl u ding  im pl em entation of th is open space pl an. 
A t pr esent th e fu nd consists of $ 240 ,0 0 0 .  Voter s appr ov ed $ 80 ,0 0 0  in each  of 
th e l ast th r ee tow n m eeting s in 20 0 3, 20 0 4 and 20 0 5.  If th e Tow n continu es to 
su ppor t th e Conser v ation Fu nd ov er  th e nex t fiv e y ear s, a total  of $ 560 ,0 0 0  cou l d 
b e av ail ab l e for  conser v ation pr oj ects ov er  th e nex t 6 y ear s. 
L a nd  U se C h a ng e T a x  C o nser v a tio n F u nd  
In M ar ch  20 0 5 G offstow n v oter s appr ov ed depositing  50 %  of al l  r ev enu es 
col l ected fr om  th e L and U se Ch ang e Tax  into a separ ate conser v ation fu nd tp b e 
u sed for  conser v ation l and and easem ent acq u isition and associated costs.  
U nder  R S A  79-A : 25, th is tax  is im posed w h en l and th at h as b een in cu r r ent u se 
no l ong er  q u al ifies for  cu r r ent u se tax  tr eatm ent.  S tate l aw  au th or iz es a 
m u nicipal ity  to v ote to deposit al l  or  a por tion of th is tax  in a conser v ation fu nd 
w h en it is col l ected. O v er  50 %  of th e tow ns in N ew  Ham psh ir e h av e ch osen to 
al l ocate th ese tax  r eceipts to th eir  conser v ation fu nds in v ar y ing  am ou nts, 
r ang ing  fr om  1 0 %  to 1 0 0 %  of r eceipts.  
L a nd  P r o tec tio n 
Th e m aj or  por tion of b oth  conser v ation fu nds sh ou l d b e av ail ab l e for  su ppor ting  
l and pr otection initiativ es th at h av e h ig h  r esou r ce v al u e. In ev er y  case w h er e th e 
fu nd w il l  b e u sed, th e Com m ission sh ou l d seek  to l ev er ag e th e fu nd’s assets b y  
w or k ing  w ith  oth er  conser v ation or g aniz ations to com pl ete th e pr oj ect.  Th e 
P W A , Fiv e R iv er s L and Conser v ancy  and S ociety  for  th e P r otection of N ew  
Ham psh ir e For ests ar e al l  activ e l and tr u sts th at m ay  h av e an inter est in 
par ticipating  in l and pr otection in G offstow n. N on-l and tr u st conser v ation par tner s 
incl u de th e A u du b on S ociety  of N ew  Ham psh ir e, th e Connecticu t R iv er  J oint 
Com m issions, Th e N atu r e Conser v ancy , N ew  E ng l and W il dfl ow er  S ociety , N H 
Cooper ativ e E x tension and N H Cov er ts P r oj ect. 
In th e case w h er e a pu r ch ase of a conser v ation easem ent is m or e appr opr iate 
th an ou tr ig h t acq u isition, th e costs and r esponsib il ities of l ong -ter m  m onitor ing  
enfor cem ent m u st b e consider ed.  O ne option is for  th e tow n to h ol d th e 
easem ent;  anoth er  is for  th e tow n to seek  a conser v ation or g aniz ation or  l and 
tr u st to h ol d th e easem ent.  Y et, anoth er  is for  th e tow n to h ol d th e easem ent, b u t 
seek  a conser v ation or g aniz ation to h ol d a b ack  u p inter est.  In any  case, pu b l ic 
fu nding  of a conser v ation easem ent w il l  pr ob ab l y  necessitate, at a m inim u m , 
som e l im ited pu b l ic access to a por tion of th e easem ent ar ea. 
Depending  on th e pr oj ects th at ar e dev el oped or  com e to th e attention of th e 
Conser v ation Com m ission, th e Com m ission sh ou l d decide in any  g iv en y ear  
w h eth er  to spend th e entir e am ou nt on a sing l e pr oj ect or  to div ide th is m oney  for  
l and pr otection am ong  m any  pr oj ects. To m ak e th e l im ited Conser v ation Fu nd 
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dol l ar s str etch  fu r th er , th er e sh ou l d b e an attem pt to l ev er ag e su ppor t fr om  
neig h b or s, conser v ation par tner s, oth er  g ov er nm ent ag encies, fou ndations 
and/or  th e g ener al  pu b l ic. Th is m atch  cou l d al so tak e th e for m  of a b ar g ain sal e 
fr om  th e l andow ner . 
L a nd  P r o tec tio n A ssista nc e 
O ne ex cel l ent w ay  for  open space to b e pr otected is for  a l andow ner  to 
v ol u ntar il y  donate a conser v ation easem ent to a l and tr u st or  g ov er nm ental  
entity . L andow ner s w h o h av e decided to g ener ou sl y  g iv e u p dev el opm ent r ig h ts 
on th eir  pr oper ty  ar e often su r pr ised and dism ay ed b y  th e costs associated w ith  
donation of a conser v ation easem ent. 
Th ese m ay  incl u de a pr oper ty  su r v ey  (if one does not al r eady  ex ist), a titl e 
sear ch , l eg al  cou nsel  for  pr epar ation and/or  r ev iew  of th e easem ent deed, 
stew ar dsh ip fu nd fee, appr aisal  (if th e easem ent is to cou nt as a ch ar itab l e 
contr ib u tion), and often l and pl anning  and/or  financial  pl anning  assistance. 
A l th ou g h  th e tax  sav ing s to th e l andow ner  r esu l ting  fr om  th e donation of a 
conser v ation easem ent ty pical l y  ex ceed th e associated costs, ev en th e m ost 
w il l ing  and g ener ou s l andow ner  can ex per ience " stick er  sh ock " . 
In or der  to encou r ag e v ol u ntar y  donations, th e Conser v ation Com m ission sh ou l d 
m ak e fu nds av ail ab l e annu al l y  to assist pr oper ty  ow ner s w ith  defr ay ing  th e costs 
of easem ent donation (ex cept for  th e l andow ner ' s appr aisal  and pr ofessional  
cou nsel  fees sol el y  for  th e l andow ner ' s tax  dedu ction pu r poses), w h eth er  to th e 
tow n, a l and tr u st or  to anoth er  g ov er nm ental  entity . Th e ter m s of th e 
conser v ation easem ent m u st m eet cl ear  pr ofessional  w r iting  and l eg al  standar ds 
and b e ag r eeab l e to th e Conser v ation Com m ission in or der  for  th e pr oj ect to 
q u al ify  for  th ese fu nds. 
E v a l u a ting  P o tentia l  E x p end itu r es fr o m  th e C o nser v a tio n F u nd s 
In its appr oach  to spending  l im ited conser v ation dol l ar s, th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission m u st b e at once oppor tu nistic and fl ex ib l e, b u t al so g u ided b y  th e 
l ands, ob j ectiv es and cr iter ia identified in th is pl an. Hav ing  estab l ish ed a str u ctu r e 
for  th e open space netw or k , it is a g oal  of th e Com m ission to h av e th at netw or k  
b ecom e r eal ity . Th u s, th e l ands descr ib ed in th is pl an ar e consider ed to b e initial  
pr ior ities for  pr otection. 
How ev er , sh ou l d specific pr oper ties ou tside th ose m entioned in th is pl an, b u t 
ex h ib iting  ou tstanding  open space b enefits, com e to th e attention of th e 
Com m ission, th ey  sh ou l d b e consider ed for  incl u sion as a r ational  par t of th e 
open space sy stem . For  ex am pl e, th e av ail ab il ity  of an u ndev el oped l ot th at 
cou l d b ecom e an addition to th e Vil l ag e W ater  P r ecinct w h ose l ocation is not 
specifical l y  cited in th e pl an m ay  b e an ex cel l ent addition to open space h ol ding s 
in G offstow n. L ik ew ise, a neig h b or ing  com m u nity  m ig h t r u n a tr ail  to th e 
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G offstow n tow n l ine. A  specific piece of pr oper ty  in G offstow n m ay  b e necessar y  
to l ink  th e tr ail  to G offstow n tr ail s. Th is ty pe of oppor tu nistic pu r ch ase w ou l d 
pr ov ide cl ear  open space b enefits to G offstow n r esidents. 
For  ev er y  pr oper ty  w h ose pr otection m ig h t b e fu nded b y  th e Conser v ation Fu nds, 
natu r al  and h istor ic r esou r ces m u st b e identified, and an assessm ent of th e open 
space b enefits m u st b e com pl eted. Th e w il l ing ness of th e l and ow ner , th e th r eat 
of dev el opm ent or  distu r b ance of th e natu r al  sy stem s, and th e costs and pr ice al l  
need to b e consider ed. Th ese m easu r es sh ou l d b e u sed to ev al u ate th e b enefit 
of conser v ing  one piece v er su s anoth er  piece of pr oper ty . Th e O pen S pace 
Conser v ation Com m ittee or  th e Conser v ation Com m ission m ay  w ish  to r ev iew  
th e cr iter ia u sed b y  oth er  conser v ation or g aniz ations to fu r th er  ev al u ate h ig h  
pr ior ity  ar eas. 
Th is m anag em ent pl an ou tl ines a potential  for  conser v ation th at far  ex ceeds any  
r ev enu e sou r ces cu r r entl y  al l ocated. It is cl ear  th at oth er  r ev enu e sou r ces m u st 
b e identified to im pl em ent any  sig nificant por tion of th is pl an. P u b l ic fu nd r aising  
to capital iz e a l ong -ter m  l and pr otection fu nd, or  a b ond issu e, ar e tw o potential  
sou r ces. E stab l ish m ent of new  sou r ces w il l  b e a m easu r e of th e tow n' s 
com m itm ent to th e open spaces th at r esidents h av e identified. 
 
O ther P o s s i b l e R ev en u e S o u rc es  
Town Forest M a na g em ent P l a ns 
M anag em ent pl ans cou l d b e dev el oped for  som e of th e tow n-ow ned for ested 
tr acts th at al l ow  tim b er  h ar v ests. S u ch  a pl an w ou l d r ecom m end a tim etab l e for  
tim b er  h ar v est for  each  tr act. U sing  estim ated tim b er  y iel ds fr om  th ese pl ans, 
h ar v est v al u es cou l d b e estim ated. G offstow n cou l d inv estig ate h ow  w el l  su ch  
pl ans h av e w or k ed in neig h b or ing  tow ns.  Cu r r entl y , N ew  B oston h as a For estr y  
Com m ission and N ew  B oston, Du nb ar ton and W ear e h av e tow n for ests. 
S p ec i a l  A rti c l es/ A p p rop ri a ti ons 
M any  tow ns h av e appr ov ed special  w ar r ant ar ticl es for  r aising  or  desig nating  
fu nds tow ar ds pu r ch asing  par cel s and/or  conser v ation easem ents.  S u ch  ar ticl es 
m ay  b e g ener al  set-asides for  fu tu r e pu r ch ases, or  tar g eted for  a specific 
pr oper ty .  Th ey  can b e financed dir ectl y  fr om  ex isting  tow n b u dg ets, or  th r ou g h  
th e tow n’s b onding  au th or ity . 
M u nicipal  b onds of 1 0  to 30 -y ear  m atu r ities can b e a cost-effectiv e m eans of 
financing  open space acq u isitions, easem ents, or  oth er  conser v ation g oal s.  
P u r ch asing  par cel s or  easem ents at cu r r ent pr ices pr otects ag ainst fu tu r e 
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infl ationar y  or  dev el opm ental  pr icing  pr essu r es, w h il e a m u nicipal  b ond spr eads 
ou t th e fiscal  im pact of pu r ch ases ov er  th e l ife of th e b ond. 
O nce a par cel  is identified as m eeting  a cr iter ion q u al ify ing  it as desir ab l e for  
tow n conser v ation pu r poses, and a pr ice is deter m ined b y  m ar k et appr aisal  or  
oth er  m eans, it can th en b e pl aced on a tow n w ar r ant for  v oter  appr ov al .  Th e 
w ar r ant ty pical l y  au th or iz es tow n S el ectm en to ex pend fu nds or  issu e a m u nicipal  
b ond desig nated ex pr essl y  tow ar ds th e pu r ch ase of th e par cel  or  easem ent. 
G ra nts 
Th er e ar e a v ar iety  of g r ant sou r ces incl u ding , Feder al , S tate, l and tr u sts and 
oth er  pr iv ate sou r ces th at cou l d ser v e as pr im ar y  or  m atch ing  g r ant sou r ces.  
Th e O pen S pace Com m ittee sh ou l d identify  possib l e sou r ces and pu r su e g r ants 
w h en possib l e. 
P ri v a te Fu nd  R a i si ng  
Inter ested indiv idu al s, cor por ations, and oth er  or g aniz ations can sponsor  fu nd-
r aising  ev ents or  pr og r am s for  conser v ation pu r poses.  S u ch  effor ts m ay  dir ectl y  
b enefit tow n conser v ation fu nding , or  r eal iz e oth er  b enefits th at h av e an indir ect 
y et positiv e im pact on conser v ation g oal s. 
 
S tew ard s hi p  F u n d s  
W ith  conser v ation easem ents, of w h ich  th e tow n now  h ol ds 1 4 (439 A cr es), 
com es th e r esponsib il ity  to m onitor  th em  and to enfor ce th eir  ter m s. W h en an 
easem ent v iol ation occu r s, consu l tants m ay  b e needed to assist in l itig ating  and 
r em ediation of dam ag es. M ost l and tr u sts h av e stew ar dsh ip fu nds w h ich  su ppor t 
th e costs incu r r ed in th e ev ent of an easem ent v iol ation. Th e U pper  Val l ey  L and 
Tr u st sets its one-tim e stew ar dsh ip fee b ased on a cal cu l ation of th e com pl ex ity  
of th e easem ent and estim ated fu tu r e costs, star ting  w ith  a m inim u m  of $ 1 80 0 . 
M any  l and tr u sts u se th eir  stew ar dsh ip accou nts to su ppor t easem ent-m onitor ing  
activ ities. Th e P iscataq u og  W ater sh ed A ssociation (P W A ) estim ates a m inim u m  
of $ 1 0 0 0  per  easem ent incr easing  as needed if th e easem ent is com pl icated or  
h as a potential  for  ab u se.  
A  stew ar dsh ip fu nd sh ou l d b e estab l ish ed as a r estr icted fu nd w ith in th e 
Conser v ation Fu nd, w ith  th e r ecog nition th at th e tow n' s G ener al  Fu nd w il l  al so 
continu e to b e u sed for  th ese ex penses. Inter est fr om  th e stew ar dsh ip fu nd 
sh ou l d fl ow  b ack  into th e Conser v ation Fu nd for  l and pr otection and oth er  
pr oj ects. E asem ent m onitor ing  sh ou l d b e done b y  tow n staff, paid for  ou t of 
oper ations, and v ol u nteer s. 
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E v er y  tim e an easem ent is accepted, a stew ar dsh ip fee sh ou l d b e added to th e 
stew ar dsh ip fu nd. Th is fee cou l d b e cov er ed b y  th e Conser v ation Fu nd, b y  
donations, or  b y  th e easem ent donor . Th e am ou nt of th e fee sh ou l d b e 
r eassessed per iodical l y . 
L a nd  M a intena nc e Bu d g et 
M oney  sh ou l d b e al l ocated per  y ear  fr om  th e Conser v ation Fu nd for  dev el opm ent 
of a v ol u nteer  stew ar dsh ip pr og r am , tr ail  sig ns, m aps, and oth er  item s for  
m anag ing  and pu b l iciz ing  u se of tow n-ow ned l and. (M anag em ent pl anning , 
h az ar d tr ee r em ov al , and tr ail  w or k , incl u ding  estab l ish m ent of new  tr ail s, sh ou l d 
continu e to b e fu nded th r ou g h  th e consu l tant l ine item  in th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission' s g ener al  fu nd b u dg et.) Vol u nteer  tr aining  in easem ent m onitor ing  
and tr ail  and open space m aintenance sh ou l d b e offer ed on a r eg u l ar  b asis. 
 
A d m i n i s trati v e Co n s erv ati o n  M eas u res  
T o w n P l a nning  
M any  of th e actions and or dinances adopted b y  th e P l anning  B oar d h av e dir ect 
im pacts on th e pr eser v ation of open space and r u r al  ch ar acter .  Th e O pen S pace 
Com m ittee and Conser v ation Com m ission need to w or k  cl osel y  w ith  th e P l anning  
B oar d to ex pl ain ou r  g oal s and pl ans, and to l isten to th e P l anning  B oar d to l ear n 
m or e ab ou t th e oth er  needs of th e com m u nity .  Th er e ar e m any  differ ent aspects 
of tow n pl anning  th at m ay  dir ectl y  im pact or  com pl em ent th e O pen S pace 
Conser v ation P l an, and a sam pl ing  of th em  is l isted b el ow . 
O pen Space Sub div ision plans 

Th e G offstow n v oter s and P l anning  B oar d h av e al r eady  adopted an O pen S pace 
S u b div ision or dinance, w h ich  attem pts to pr eser v e open spaces w ith in any  new  
su b div ision pl ans.  Th ese spaces m ay  pr otect im por tant sm al l -scal e featu r es on 
th eir  ow n, b u t th ey  offer  m inim al  pr otection for  l ar g er  ecosy stem  or  w il dl ife 
h ab itats.  Th ey  al so tend to b e focu sed for  th e u se of su b div ision r esidents, and 
do not enh ance r ecr eational  oppor tu nities for  th e g ener al  pu b l ic.  How ev er , th ey  
m ay  ser v e a g r eater  b enefit if th ey  can b e str ateg ical l y  al ig ned w ith  oth er  
conser v ation l ands.  Th ey  m ay  ser v e as b u ffer  z ones to oth er  conser v ation 
ar eas.  L ink ed tog eth er  w ith  oth er  pr otected l ands, th ey  m ay  pr ov ide w il dl ife 
h ab itat cor r idor s, continu ou s pl ant h ab itats or  l inear  r ecr eational  oppor tu nities 
su ch  as h ik ing  or  sk iing  tr ail s. 
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Lig h ting  O r dinance 

G offstow n v oter s h av e al so appr ov ed a l ig h ting  or dinance desig ned to m inim iz e 
l ig h t pol l u tion effects on th e nig h t sk ies.  S eeing  th e star s in th e nig h t sk y  
pr ov ides aesth etic b eau ty  and r ecr eational  oppor tu nities for  astr onom ical  
ob ser v ations.  It can al so b e im por tant for  th e m any  noctu r nal  species th at 
r eq u ir e appr opr iate natu r al  l ig h ting  l ev el s for  for ag ing , h u nting  and m ating  
activ ities. 
G of f stow n M aster  P lan 

Th e M aster  P l an h el ps dir ect th e l ong  ter m  g oal s and actions of th e P l anning  
B oar d.  Th e O pen S pace Com m ittee and Conser v ation Com m ission sh ou l d seek  
to al ig n th is O pen S pace Conser v ation P l an w ith  th e G offstow n M aster  P l an. 
Focus on R edev elopment 

W h enev er  possib l e, r edev el opm ent pl ans sh ou l d b e encou r ag ed as a m eans of 
m inim iz ing  th e r edu ction of open space.  Vacant com m er cial  b u il ding s sh ou l d b e 
r ev ital iz ed.  M ix ed u ses sh ou l d b e al l ow ed in al r eady  dev el oped v il l ag e ar eas, if 
th ey  ar e done in a m anner  th at pr eser v es th e econom ic activ ities in th e tow n and 
does not u ndu l y  r estr ict com m er cial  enter pr ises. 
Z oning  R eg ulations 

Th e estab l ish m ent of r eg u l ations to m aintain open space m u st b e r easonab l y  
r el ated to th e pu b l ic h eal th , safety  and w el far e. O th er w ise it m ig h t b e deem ed a 
tak ing  of pr oper ty  w ith ou t j u st com pensation. N ev er th el ess, th er e ar e a nu m b er  
of w ay s th at l and u se r eg u l ations can su ccessfu l l y  contr ib u te to an open space 
sy stem . L and u se r eg u l ations, par ticu l ar l y  z oning , can b e desig ned to k eep open 
space fr ee fr om  dev el opm ent. 
R eg u l ations su ch  as th ose contained in S ection 1 3.3 (W etl ands Conser v ation 
Distr ict) of th e Z oning  O r dinance (w etl and and w ater  b ody  pr otection) effectiv el y  
r estr ict dev el opm ent fr om  im pacting  w ater  r esou r ces in a m aj or  w ay , b u t at tim es, 
w ith  r ev iew , do al l ow  som e dev el opm ent in th e w etl and and th e su r r ou nding  
b u ffer . R eg u l ation of l ot cov er ag e and setb ack s ensu r e th at th er e is a m ix  of 
str u ctu r es and open space on a l ot. 
P l anned r esidential  dev el opm ent and open space dev el opm ent r eg u l ations ar e 
desig ned to encou r ag e a dev el opm ent pl an w h ich  sets aside m eaning fu l  open 
space, ty pical l y  for  th e u se b y  th e r esidents of th e dev el opm ent. Th e k ey  h er e is 
ensu r ing  th at th e open space al so contr ib u tes in a l og ical  w ay  to th e open space 
sy stem  in tow n, h as som e r el ationsh ip w ith  th e tow n-w ide netw or k , and pr ov ides 
som e pu b l ic open space b enefit. 
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R eg u l ator y  appr oach es do not tak e l and fr om  th e tax  r ol l s and onl y  r eq u ir e a 
com m itm ent fr om  th e tow n to adm inister  and enfor ce th e pr ov isions of th e l and 
u se contr ol s. How ev er , r eg u l ator y  appr oach es to open space pr otection ar e onl y  
a Tow n M eeting  v ote aw ay  fr om  b eing  ab ol ish ed or  ch ang ed to b ecom e l ess (or  
per h aps m or e) effectiv e. 
C ur r ent U se Assessment 

Cu r r ent u se assessm ent is desig ned to tax  l and at its " cu r r ent u se"  v al u e r ath er  
th an at its " h ig h est and b est u se"  v al u e. W ith  r edu ced pr oper ty  tax  u nder  cu r r ent 
u se assessm ent, l andow ner s m ay  b e b etter  ab l e to continu e to ow n th eir  l and. A s 
specified in R S A  79-A , cu r r ent u se assessm ent pr ov ides for  r edu ced pr oper ty  
assessm ents on fiel d, far m , for est and w etl and par cel s w h ich  ar e at l east ten 
acr es in siz e;  natu r e pr eser v es;  activ e far m l and g ener ating  annu al  r ev enu es of at 
l east a specific am ou nt;  and r ecr eation l and of any  siz e. O nce in th e pr og r am , th e 
l and cannot b e dev el oped w ith ou t th e ow ner  b eing  assessed a l and u se ch ang e 
tax  eq u iv al ent to 1 0 %  of th e fair  m ar k et v al u e of th e l and tak en ou t of cu r r ent 
u se. 
W h il e cu r r ent u se does not pr ev ent a pr oper ty  fr om  b eing  dev el oped, it pr ov ides 
an incentiv e to k eep th e l and u ndev el oped, since annu al  tax es ar e l ow er . 
R eg io na l  P l a nning  
Th e G offstow n O pen S pace Conser v ation P l an sh ou l d b e pr esented to l ar g er  
r eg ional  conser v ation g r ou ps to find w h er e th er e m ig h t b e al ig nm ents w ith  th e 
g oal s of th ose g r ou ps.  Cooper ativ e pr oj ects m ay  pr esent oppor tu nities to sh ar e 
th e w or k l oad and ex penses of th e pr oj ect, w h ich  w ou l d b e a g r eat b enefit to th e 
Tow n.  Tw o or g aniz ations al r eady  activ el y  eng ag ed in G offstow n ar e th e 
P iscataq u og  W ater sh ed A ssociation and th e S ociety  for  th e P r eser v ation of N ew  
Ham psh ir e For ests.  O th er  or g aniz ations th at m ig h t b e inter ested in specific 
pr oj ects incl u de th e N atu r e Conser v ancy , th e Tr u st for  P u b l ic L ands and th e 
A u du b on S ociety  of N ew  Ham psh ir e. 
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Pr oj ect E li g i bi li ty  and  E v alu ati on Pr ocess 
P ro j ec t R ev i ew  an d  A p p ro v al  P ro c es s  
P r oj ects w il l  b e nom inated, ev al u ated and appr ov ed b ased on ob j ectiv e cr iter ia. 
B y  fol l ow ing  a specified appr ov al  pr ocess, w e w il l  assu r e th at pr oj ects m eet 
m inim u m  cr iter ia and ar e not b iased b y  confl icts of inter est. 
To accom pl ish  th is g oal , th e pr ocess m ech anism s ar e r eq u ir ed 

� to identify  specific pl aces w ith  ex ceptional  natu r al  r esou r ce or  r ecr eational  
v al u es w h ich  m ay  b e th r eatened b y  l and u se ch ang e or  w h ich  cou l d ser v e 
cr itical  r ecr eational  needs;  

� to deter m ine th e m ost appr opr iate str ateg y  for  conser v ing  th e r esou r ce 
v al u es of th ose pl aces;  

� to ev al u ate th e costs and b enefits of indiv idu al  l and conser v ation actions;  
� to estab l ish  pr ior ities for  l and conser v ation actions g iv en l im ited pu b l ic 

r esou r ces;  
� to ensu r e th at l and is w or th y  of pu b l ic inv estm ent and cl ear l y  m eets th e 

g oal s of th is P l an w h en tow n acq u isition of l and is th e m ost appr opr iate 
str ateg y ;  

� to pr ov ide for  statu tor y  and g ener al  pu b l ic inpu t into th e pr oj ect ev al u ation 
pr ocess. 

I nd iv id u a l  p r o j ec t id entific a tio n  
A ny  indiv idu al  or  or g aniz ation can pr opose a pr oj ect for  consider ation. A ny  
G offstow n r esident or  l andow ner  m ay  m ak e nom inations. Th e sou r ce of th e 
pr oposal  w il l  h av e no im pact on th e assessm ent. A l l  pr oposal s w il l  b e su b j ect to 
th e sam e ob j ectiv e ev al u ation cr iter ia. 
C o m p r eh ensiv e p r o j ec t inv ento r y  id entific a tio n 
P r oj ects m ay  b e pr oposed as th e end pr odu cts of r eg ional  m apping  and str ateg ic 
pl anning  b y  tow n com m ittees or  r eg ional  conser v ation or g aniz ations. Th e sou r ce 
of th e pr oposal  w il l  h av e no im pact on th e assessm ent. A l l  pr oposal s w il l  b e 
su b j ect to th e sam e ob j ectiv e ev al u ation cr iter ia. 
Q u a l ita tiv e R ev iew  C r iter ia  
P r oposed pr oj ects w il l  b e inspected, and th eir  assets and potential  w il l  b e 
ev al u ated. Com par ing  th e pr oj ect ag ainst a tab l e of r esou r ce conser v ation 
categ or ies w il l  m ak e th e ev al u ation. E ach  categ or y  in th e tab l e w il l  h av e a l ist of 
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attr ib u tes th at defines th at categ or y . Th e pr oposed pr oj ect m u st m atch  1  or  m or e 
attr ib u tes to b e assig ned to th e categ or y .  If a pr oposed pr oj ect does not h av e 1  
or  m or e categ or ies assig ned to it, th at pr oj ect w il l  not b e consider ed. P r oposed 
pr oj ects w ith  m or e categ or ies assig ned w il l  b e g iv en h ig h er  pr ior ity  w h en 
ch oosing  w h ich  pr oj ect to im pl em ent. 
 
L an d  P ro tec ti o n  Categ o ri es  
O pen space l and u sag e can b e div ided into u sefu l  and descr iptiv e categ or ies.  
Th ese categ or ies pr ov ide a sim pl e r efer ence to u se in conser v ation needs 
assessm ent, anal y sis of potential  conser v ation par cel s and l and m anag em ent 
pl anning  for  conser v ed l ands.  Th is P l an identifies six  m aj or  r esou r ce categ or ies 
w h ose pr otection is a m atter  of concer n.  Th e pu r pose of th ese six  categ or ies 
and th eir  su b categ or ies (Tab l e 1 ) is to identify  al l  of th e v ar iou s ty pes of 
r esou r ces th at ar e th e su b j ect of conser v ation attention. E ach  r epr esents a 
discr ete r esou r ce or  a discr ete conser v ation fu nction.  N ote th at ov er l ap m ay  
occu r  for  som e ex ceptional  sites.  For  ex am pl e, l and in th e ex ceptional  for est 
su b categ or y  w ou l d al so fal l  u nder  for est pr eser v ation, and m ay  b e im por tant for  a 
w ater  r esou r ce categ or y  or  r ecr eational  oppor tu nity . 
 

Ta b l e 1 .   L a nd  P rotec ti on C a teg ori es a nd  S u b c a teg ori es 
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W a ter  R eso u r c e P r o tec tio n 
Th e w ater  su ppl y  (b oth  pr iv ate and pu b l ic) for  G offstow n com es fr om  su r face 
w ater  r eser v oir s and g r ou nd w ater  w el l s and th e M anch ester  w ater  su ppl y  
(w ater sh ed - r iv er s, l ak es).  P r otection of th e w ater sh ed ar eas is cr itical  to 
m aintaining  continu ed w ater  q u al ity  and q u antity .  A q u ifer  ar eas w ith  h ig h  
potential  for  y iel ding  su fficient w ater  for  pu b l ic and pr iv ate w el l s ar e easil y  
contam inated and m u st b e pr otected. 
Aquif er  R ech ar g e Ar ea 

A q u ifer s ar e g eol og ic for m ations of satu r ated, per m eab l e m ater ial s fr om  w h ich  
sig nificant q u antities of w ater  can b e dr aw n th r ou g h  w el l s and spr ing s.  Th ey  ar e 
im por tant for  tr ansm itting  and stor ing  w ater .  A q u ifer  r ech ar g e pr oj ects pr otect 
eith er  l ands th r ou g h  w h ich  w ater  enter s th e soil  and m ov es to th e w ater  tab l e to 
r epl enish  th e u nder l y ing  g r ou ndw ater  r eser v oir  or  l ands needed for  w el l h ead 
pr otection z ones, w h ich  pr otect w ater  su ppl y  w el l s. A deq u ate aq u ifer  pr otection 
m easu r es ar e essential  b ecau se g r ou ndw ater  pol l u tion can b e h ar d to detect.  
P ol l u tion sou r ces ar e often difficu l t to identify  and tr eatm ent w h en possib l e, is 
v er y  costl y . 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and l ies w ith in an ar ea identified as an aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar ea. 
� L and h as su r ficial  dr ainag e to an aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar ea. 
� L and l ies w ith in a w el l  h ead pr otection z one of a pu b l ic w ater  sy stem . 

Sur f ace W ater s 

L ak es, ponds, str eam s and b r ook s pr ov ide w ater  su ppl y  for  peopl e, v eg etation, 
and w il dl ife, and pr ov ide for  ab u ndant r ecr eation activ ity .  P r otection of su r face 
w ater  fr om  pol l u tion is essential  for  m aintaining  w ater  q u al ity  - su r r ou nding  
b u ffer s ar e essential . 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and adj acent or  u pstr eam  h as dir ect r u noff to w ater  b ody  identified as 
cr itical  h ab itat for  r ecr eational  or  ecol og ical l y  im por tant species. 

� L and adj acent or  u pstr eam  h as dir ect r u noff to w ater  b ody  identified as 
cr itical  h ab itat for  species of concer n as identified b y  th e N ew  Ham psh ir e 
S tate N atu r al  Her itag e P r og r am . 

� L and h as soil s h ig h l y  pr one to er osion into adj acent w ater  b ody , or  into 
dr ainag e r u nning  into th e w ater  b ody . 
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� P r oper ty  contains l ands th at fil ter  r u noff fr om  dev el opm ent b efor e it dr ains 
into th e su r face w ater  b ody . 

W etlands 

W etl ands, incl u ding  v er nal  ponds, ar e v al u ed for  th eir  stor ag e of fl ood w ater s;  
stor ag e and ab sor ption of sol u b l e nu tr ients w h ich  w ou l d oth er w ise contam inate 
dow nstr eam  su r face w ater s;  disch ar g e of w ater  to su r face w ater s du r ing  per iods 
of l ow  pr ecipitation;  g r ou ndw ater  r ech ar g e;  fil tr ation of pol l u tion;  h ab itat for  m any  
species th at depend on w etl ands for  al l  or  par t of th eir  l ife cy cl e;  and r ecr eational  
and edu cational  oppor tu nities.  A s w ith  su r face w ater s, th e su r r ou nding  b u ffer s 
ar e essential  to th e pr otection of w etl ands.  W etl and pr otection contr ib u tes to th e 
conser v ation of th e natu r al  r esou r ce b ase, w il dl ife h ab itats, scenic q u al ity , and 
r ecr eational  and edu cational  oppor tu nities. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and is adj acent to w etl and identified as a P r im e W etl and. 
� W etl ands on th e site ar e v er nal  pool s. 

Floodplain P r eser v ation 

Th e b enefits of fl oodpl ains incl u de th e fol l ow ing :   
� fl oodpl ain soil s consist of r ich  deposits of sedim ents su itab l e for  

ag r icu l tu r al  cu l tiv ation and w il d pl ant species 
� h ab itat for  pl ants and anim al s 
� fl ood w ater  stor ag e incr eases g r ou ndw ater  r ech ar g e 
� open space and scenic v istas 
� sh or el ine er osion pr otection 
� b u ffer  z ones pr otecting  w ater w ay s fr om  pol l u tants. 
� P r ev enting  dev el opm ent on fl oodpl ains al so r edu ces sig nificant fl ood 

h az ar ds and th e associated ex penses. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and l ies w ith in th e 1 0 0  y ear  fl oodpl ain. 
� L and ser v es as a tem por ar y  fl ood r etention b asin. 
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S ig nific a nt E c o l o g ic a l  A r ea s 
A  sig nificant ecol og ical  ar ea is ch ar acter iz ed b y  th e pr esence of sensitiv e pl ant or  
anim al  species and/or  sensitiv e b iol og ical  com m u nities th at r eq u ir e special  
m anag em ent consider ations or  pr otection for  th e ar ea’s conser v ation.  Th is 
categ or y  is su b div ided into six  su b categ or ies:  E x ceptional  For est, S h or el ine 
P r otection, U niq u e A r eas, W etl ands, W il dl ife Hab itat and B iodiv er sity . 
E x ceptional For est ( or  P lant C ommunity )  

Th e su b categ or y  of E x ceptional  For est or  P l ant Com m u nity  incl u des any  ty pe of 
pl ant com m u nity  th at is sig nificant and r eq u ir es special  m anag em ent for  its 
continu ed ex istence;  or  h ab itat w ith  th e potential  for  th e r eintr odu ction of 
ex tir pated species. E x ceptional  for estl ands ar e ch ar acter iz ed eith er  b y  ol d g r ow th  
for est cov er  or  b y  natu r al  com m u nities of pl ants th at ar e r el ativ el y  r ar e su ch  as 
P ine B ar r ens, A tl antic W h ite Cedar  sw am ps or  B l ack g u m  sw am ps.  R ar e pl ants, 
anim al  and com m u nities ar e defined b y  th e N ew  Ham psh ir e N atu r al  Her itag e 
B u r eau .  Th eir  im per il ed statu s is categ or iz ed accor ding  to deg r ee (r ar e, 
th r eatened, or  endang er ed) and scope (w ith in N ew  Ham psh ir e, r eg ional l y , or  
g l ob al l y ). 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and contains m atu r e tim b er  w ith  w el l -dev el oped canopy . 
� For est is div er se and is not dom inated b y  a sing l e tr ee species. 
� For est h as a r ich  and div er se spr ing  eph em er al  com m u nity . 
� L and contains species identified b y  N ew  Ham psh ir e N atu r al  Her itag e 

B u r eau  as r ar e, th r eatened, or  endang er ed, or  as species of special  
concer n. 

� L and contains ex em pl ar  natu r al  com m u nities as identified b y  N H N atu r al  
Her itag e B u r eau . 

U nique Ar eas 

Th e U niq u e A r ea su b categ or y  pr ov ides for  th e incl u sion of sev er al  ty pes of 
natu r al  r esou r ces th at do not neatl y  fit u nder  th e r em aining  su b categ or ies of th e 
“ S ig nificant E col og ical  A r eas” , b u t stil l  q u al ify  as ar eas of natu r al  b eau ty , 
g eol og ical  sig nificance or  som e oth er  u niq u e ch ar acter istic. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� A r ea h as featu r es th at ar e one of a k ind for  th e Tow n of G offstow n. 
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� A r ea h as featu r es th at ar e one of a k ind for  th e P iscataq u og  w ater sh ed. 
� A r ea h as ou tstanding  natu r al  b eau ty . 
� A r ea h as u niq u e g eol og ical  featu r es. 
� A r ea h as l ocal l y  dim inish ing  h ab itats, su ch  as m eadow s or  g r assl ands. 

W ildlif e H ab itat 

W il dl ife Hab itat conser v ation can fu l fil l  differ ent g oal s, depending  on th e featu r es 
of th e l and.  S om e pr oj ects m ay  pr otect h ab itats for  w il dl ife species w ith  v er y  
specific h ab itat needs, par ticu l ar l y  species th at ar e endang er ed, th r eatened or  
r ar e.  O ften th e com m u nity  str u ctu r e of th e h ab itat is itsel f a r ar e occu r r ence – a 
N ew  Ham psh ir e ex am pl e is P ine B ar r ens h ab itat and th e endang er ed species it 
su ppor ts.  O th er  ar eas, su ch  as open fiel ds and v er nal  pool s, h av e pr ev iou sl y  
b een com m on, b u t ar e r apidl y  b eing  r epl aced b y  h u m an dev el opm ents. It is al so 
im por tant to pr otect g ood q u al ity  sites w h er e species h av e b een ex tir pated b u t 
th e potential  for  th eir  r estor ation stil l  appear s feasib l e, or  th at ar e im por tant to 
cr itical  l ife stag es of specific m ig r ator y  species.  How ev er , w il dl ife h ab itat al so 
needs to b e pr ov ided for  com m on and ab u ndant species to m aintain h eal th y  
ecosy stem s, and to pr ov ide for  w il dl ife r el ated r ecr eational  oppor tu nities. 
W h il e no sing l e dev el opm ent w il l  decim ate G offstow n’s w il dl ife, th e cu m u l ativ e 
effect of m any  “ sm al l ”  decisions ov er  tim e cou l d h av e far  r each ing  neg ativ e 
im pacts.  G offstow n’s l andscape w il l  onl y  continu e to su ppor t a w idel y  div er se 
assor tm ent of pl ants and anim al s b y  m aintaining  l ar g e, non-fr ag m ented ar eas of 
v ar ied h ab itat, and b y  pr otecting  th e cor r idor s th at connect h ab itat ar eas in 
G offstow n and in neig h b or ing  tow ns. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and h as a h ig h  ab u ndance of com m on w il dl ife species. 
� L and pr ov ides a h ab itat r ol e for  r ar e, endang er ed or  th r eatened species or  

species of special  concer n as identified b y  th e N ew  Ham psh ir e N atu r al  
Her itag e P r og r am . 

� L and h as a seasonal , b u t cr itical  h ab itat r ol e. 
� A r ea h as a b r oad div er sity  of h ab itat ty pes. 
� A spects of th e ar ea pr ov ide an enr ich ed h ig h  q u al ity  w il dl ife h ab itat. 
� A r ea h as h ab itat th at is r ar e for  G offstow n or  th e P iscataq u og  W ater sh ed. 

R ec r ea tio na l  O p p o r tu nity  
Conser v ation l ands pr ov ide pu b l ic u se and enj oy m ent of th e tow n' s ou tdoor  
env ir onm ents.  O u tdoor  r ecr eation is h ig h l y  v al u ed in G offstow n in al l  seasons of 
th e y ear . It tak es m any  for m s, fr om  th e sol itar y  enj oy m ent of a w il dfl ow er  to a 
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h u nter  tr ack ing  a deer . Th e b enefits of th is r ecr eation r ang e fr om  spir itu al  
r epl enish m ent to g ood h eal th . L ands th at offer  per sonal  or  social l y  inter activ e 
r ecr eation, or  activ e or  passiv e r ecr eation, ar e essential  el em ents of th e open 
space sy stem . U niv er sal  access sh ou l d b e pr ov ided at a v ar iety  of appr opr iate 
pl aces w h er e dev el opm ent of su ch  access w il l  not com pr om ise th e ch ar acter  of 
th e ar ea. 
T ow n P ar k s &  Sh or elines 

U r b an open space r esou r ces incl u de l ands th at h el p to al l ev iate sig nificant open 
space sh or tfal l s in densel y  popu l ated u r b an ar eas. Th ese incl u de l and for  activ e 
and passiv e r ecr eation fou nd in u r b an for ests, r ecr eation ar eas, neig h b or h ood 
pl ay g r ou nds, sm al l  pock et par k s and com m u nity  g ar dens.  It al so incl u des th e 
pr otection of, or  access to, sh or el ines. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

• L and not ser v ed b y  ex isting  facil ities. 
• L and pr ov iding  access to pu b l ic w ater s. 

N atur al P ar k lands 

N atu r al  par k l ands ar e m u l ti-pu r pose ar eas th at pr eser v e open space for  u se as 
passiv e r ecr eation ar eas, env ir onm ental  edu cation, env ir onm ental  r esear ch  and 
env ir onm ental  q u al ity  pr otection. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� A r ea h as an u ndistu r b ed w il der ness ch ar acter , isol ated fr om  u r b an 
dev el opm ents. 

� A r ea is l ar g e enou g h  to su ppor t tr ail  netw or k s. 
� A r ea m ay  su ppor t oppor tu nities for  pu b l ic h u nting . 

 
T r ailw ay s &  G r eenw ay s 

Th e Tr ail w ay s &  G r eenw ay s categ or y  pr ov ides for  tr ail s and l inear  par k s th at 
connect open space and natu r al  r esou r ce ar eas;  conser v e scenic and cu l tu r al  
r esou r ces, and accom m odate a v ar iety  of r ecr eational  tr ail  u ses.  A  tr ail w ay  m ay  
al so fu nction as an al ter nativ e tr anspor tation cor r idor .  Th ese cor r idor s m ay  al so 
b e u sed b y  som e w il dl ife species to m ov e b etw een open spaces.  Th e Tow n of 
G offstow n r ecog niz es its r esponsib il ity  to pr ov ide r ecr eational  oppor tu nities for  al l  
ty pes of tr ail  u ser s - h ik er s, sk ier s, snow sh oer s, peopl e w ith  str ol l er s or  
w h eel ch air s, h or seb ack  r ider s, m ou ntain b ik er s, and snow m ob il e r ider s. 
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Cl ass VI r oads ar e im por tant r ecr eational  tr ail w ay s.  Cl ass VI r oads ar e pu b l ic 
r ig h ts-of-w ay .  Th ey  incl u de al l  discontinu ed r oads su b j ect to g ates and b ar s, or  
any  r oad th at h as not b een m aintained b y  th e tow n in su itab l e condition for  tr av el  
for  fiv e su ccessiv e y ear s or  m or e. A l th ou g h  tow ns h av e no du ty  to m aintain th em , 
Cl ass VI r oads ar e fu l l  pu b l ic h ig h w ay s ov er  w h ich  th e pu b l ic h as a r ig h t to pass 
at its ow n r isk . Th ey  often pr ov ide connections to ex isting  tr ail s, or  oth er  Cl ass VI 
r oad seg m ents. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� P r oper ty  cou l d ex tend or  l ink  h ik ing  or  w al k ing  tr ail s. 
� P r oper ty  cou l d ex tend or  l ink  cy cl ing  tr ail s. 
� P r oper ty  cou l d ex tend or  l ink  cr oss cou ntr y  sk i tr ail s. 
� P r oper ty  cou l d ex tend or  l ink  snow m ob il ing  tr ail s. 
� P r oper ty  cou l d ex tend or  l ink  h or se tr ail s. 

W ater w ay  Access 

Th is categ or y  pr ov ides for  per m anent pu b l ic access to str eam s, ponds and l ak es 
for  fish ing , sw im m ing  and r ecr eational  b oating .   Fish er m en par k ing  ar eas, b oat 
r am ps, and “ r ig h ts-of-w ay ”  need to b e pr otected.  
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� P r oper ty  pr ov ides access to b oat l au nch  r am p u sing  tr ail er s. 
� P r oper ty  pr ov ides dock  facil ities. 
� P r oper ty  pr ov ides access for  r ecr eational  fish ing  fr om  sh or el ines. 
� P r oper ty  pr ov ides access for  canoe or  k ay ak  l au nch es. 

D istinc tiv e C h a r a c ter  
Distinctiv e ch ar acter  pr oj ects pr otect l ands th at contain cu l tu r al , natu r al  or  scenic 
r esou r ce v al u es of sing u l ar  q u al ity .  Histor ic str u ctu r es and sites ar e th e v isu al  
m anifestation of a com m u nity ' s peopl e, pl aces and activ ity .  Im por tant cu l tu r al  
el em ents of open space ar e str u ctu r es of tr aditional  u se (for  ex am pl e, stone 
w al l s, dam s, b ar ns, su g ar  h ou ses), and/or  l and th at enh ances or  pr otects an 
aesth etic ar ea of sig nificant l ocal  or  r eg ional  h istor ic inter est.  Th e fou r  
su b categ or ies, Histor ic P r eser v ation, W or k ing  L andscapes, S cenic R esou r ces 
and Her itag e A r eas, r ecog niz e th e v al u e of th ese ar eas. 
H istor ic P r eser v ation 

Th e pr eser v ation of h istor ic pl aces al so pr eser v es th e cu l tu r al  v al u es of 
G offstow n and im pr ov es th e q u al ity  of ou r  dail y  ex per iences. Th e ab il ity  to 
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u nder stand ou r  past, b y  ex per iencing  it at a h istor ic site, pr ov ides al l  G offstow n 
citiz ens w ith  an appr eciation of ou r  div er se cu l tu r al  h er itag e and disting u ish es ou r  
tow n as a u niq u e pl ace.  It al so h as th e potential , al ong  w ith  ou r  natu r al  
r esou r ces, to dr aw  tou r ism  to ou r  com m u nity  and m ak e a positiv e econom ic 
im pact. A nd th er e is g r eat esth etic v al u e in ou r  r u r al  v istas of ol d far m h ou ses,  
b ar ns and stone w al l s.  
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� A r ea l ies w ith in a desig nated Histor ic Conser v ation Distr ict. 
� A r ea contains h istor ic str u ctu r es th at ar e integ r al l y  l ink ed w ith  l and, su ch  

as a h istor ic far m . 
� A r ea contains su b tl e h istor ic featu r es w ith ou t dom inant str u ctu r es, su ch  as 

th e P au per ’s Cem eter y . 
� A r ea m ar k s th e l ocation of an h istor ic ev ent. 

H er itag e Ar eas 

A r eas b oth  l ar g e and sm al l  can b e estab l ish ed to r ecog niz e r eg ions w h er e 
natu r al  featu r es, h istor ic ev ents and tr ends com b ine to r ev eal  a special  ch ar acter  
th at u niq u el y  defines th e tow n.  E x am pl es incl u de th e h istor ic pr eser v ation z ones 
l ocated in G offstow n and G r asm er e v il l ag es.  Th ese ar eas r epr esent im por tant 
ch apter s of cu l tu r al  dev el opm ent in th e tow n' s h istor y . 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� A r ea h as an ou tstanding  m an-m ade featu r e. 
� A r ea h as h istor ical  sig nificance. 
� A r ea r efl ects cu l tu r al  h er itag e th r ou g h  th e su m  of m any  indiv idu al  featu r es. 

For  ex am pl e, N ew  E ng l and r u r al  l ifesty l e w ith  featu r es l ik e:  
o w el l -k ept stone w al l s 
o cov er ed or  stone b r idg es 
o tr aditional  l ay ou t of col onial  far m s 
o m apl e su g ar  sh ack s 
o h istor ic h om es and b ar ns 
o open m eadow s. 

Scenic R esour ces 

G offstow n h as a nu m b er  of scenic r oads and scenic v istas, w h ich  contr ib u te to 
th e tow n' s r u r al  ch ar acter  and aesth etic q u al ity .  S u ch  ar eas ex h ib it ou tstanding  
ar r ang em ents of natu r al  or  m an-m ade featu r es incl u ding  w ater  featu r es and/or  
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l and for m s and/or  v eg etativ e patter ns th at pr ov ide inspir ation, h ol d inter est and 
com m and attention of th e v iew ing  pu b l ic.  L ands th at contr ib u te to th e pr otection 
of a v iew  sh ou l d b e consider ed a h ig h  pr ior ity  as w el l  as th e pl aces fr om  w h ich  
v iew ing  can tak e pl ace 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� P r oper ty  h as v iew points of scenic v istas. 
� P r oper ty  is a scenic v ista of natu r al  featu r es fr om  oth er  v iew points. 
� P r oper ty  is a scenic v ista of h u m an r u r al  featu r es fr om  oth er  v iew points. 

E ducational V alue 

S om e ar eas w il l  offer  ex ceptional  oppor tu nities for  env ir onm ental  edu cation.  Th e 
possib il ities ar e near l y  as w ide as th e r ang e of topics in natu r al  sciences.  For  
ex am pl e, th e sites m ay  offer  possib il ities to stu dy  topics in g eol og y , b otany , 
z ool og y , ecol og y , astr onom y , or  h y dr ol og y .  Th e tw o m ost im por tant attr ib u tes of 
su ch  a site ar e th e pr esence of an easil y  ob ser v ed featu r e, and safe access to 
th e site. 
E nh a nc em ent o f O p en S p a c e L a nd s  
Conser v ation pr oj ects ar e u su al l y  oppor tu nistic, and th e r esu l ts ar e often a 
patch w or k  of pr otected ar eas.  E nh ancem ents of open space l ands ar e 
u nder tak en to im pr ov e th e adm inistr ation of th e l ands, or  to pr otect ex isting  
r esou r ces.  
Access 

S om e conser v ation l ands m ay  b e l andl ock ed, and access acq u isitions or  
easem ents m ay  b e r eq u ir ed for  pu b l ic access.  L ands th at pr ov ide connections 
b etw een tr ail  seg m ents, or  b etw een par cel s th at al l ow  pu b l ic access, ar e 
v al u ab l e to th e ov er al l  open space sy stem . Th ese connections im pr ov e 
r ecr eational  oppor tu nities and pr ov ide w il dl ife w ith  r ou tes to differ ent popu l ations 
of th e sam e species (im por tant for  h eal th  of th e popu l ation), food sou r ces and 
additional  h ab itat. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and can su ppor t par k ing  and access to an adj acent conser v ation ar ea. 
� L and pr ov ides a tr av el  cor r idor  into a conser v ation ar ea. 
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B uf f er  Z ones 

B u ffer  z ones ar e u sed to pr otect sensitiv e r esou r ces fr om  adj acent l and u ses th at 
m ig h t dam ag e th e r esou r ce.  S om e l ands pr ov ide b u ffer s for  tr ail  and r ecr eation 
cor r idor s or  w ater w ay s th at pr otect th e ecol og ical  stab il ity  and v iab il ity  of an 
al r eady -estab l ish ed par k  or  conser v ation ar ea. Th ey  al so pr ov ide sig nificant open 
space b u ffer s b etw een settl em ents and contr ib u te positiv el y  to th e per ception of 
open space and r u r al  ch ar acter . 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� A r ea ex pands th e b u ffer  z one ar ou nd a pr im e w etl and. 
� A r ea ex pands th e b u ffer  z one ar ou nd ex isting  conser v ation l ands. 

C onsolidation and I nh olding s 

E l im inating  g aps in conser v ation pr otection b etw een 2 or  m or e par cel s m ay  
pr eser v e w il dl ife or  r ecr eational  cor r idor s.  W h en a m inim al  siz e is a pr er eq u isite 
for  th e conser v ation g oal , consol idation m ay  b e r eq u ir ed to pr eser v e th e 
fu nctional  integ r ity  of th e separ ated par cel s.  Connectiv ity  w ith  oth er  adj acent 
open space par cel s or  l ands u nder  neig h b or ing  tow ns or  l and tr u sts is im por tant.  
R eg ional  l and tr u sts incl u de th e P iscataq u og  W ater sh ed A ssociation, th e B edfor d 
L and Tr u st, th e Fiv e R iv er s Conser v ation Tr u st, th e Tr u st for  P u b l ic L ands, th e 
S ociety  for  th e P r otection of N ew  Ham psh ir e For ests, th e A u du b on S ociety  of 
N ew  Ham psh ir e, and th e N atu r e Conser v ancy . 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� A r ea fil l s in a g ap b etw een tw o or  m or e ex isting  conser v ation r eg ions. 
� A r ea contr ib u tes to b iodiv er sity  initiativ e pl ans of r eg ional  or g aniz ations 

(P W A , S P N HF, S tate of N H). 
Link ag e C or r idor s 

Isol ated par cel s of l and do not al w ay s encom pass enou g h  ar ea for  w il dl ife 
species w ith  l ar g e r ang es, su ch  as m oose or  b l ack  b ear .  O th er  species m ay  
h av e m or e m odest r ang es for  indiv idu al s, b u t need g enetic ex ch ang e w ith  
neig h b or ing  popu l ations to m aintain g enetic v iab il ity .  P r otectiv e cor r idor s can 
connect oth er w ise isol ated ar eas to m eet b oth  r eq u ir em ents.  In som e cases, th e 
cor r idor s m ay  h av e m inim al  r eq u ir em ents (open, u ndev el oped l and), b u t often 
im por tant cor r idor s r eq u ir e a continu ity  of h ab itat ty pe. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and pr ov ides a cor r idor  for  w il dl ife b etw een tw o or  m or e conser v ation 
ar eas. 
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� L and pr ov ides a al ter nate cor r idor  for  w il dl ife th at decr eases dang er ou s 
m otor  v eh icl e accidents, su ch  as col l isions w ith  m oose and deer . 

� L and pr ov ides a l inear  h ab itat ty pe, su ch  as a r ipar ian fl oodpl ain. 
P r eser v a tio n o f A g r ic u l tu r e  
P r oductiv e Soils 

S oil  pr oper ties su ch  as m iner al  com position, tex tu r e, depth , per m eab il ity , 
w etness, sl ope and su sceptib il ity  to er osion define th e l and’s capab il ity  to g r ow  
for ests, or ch ar ds, cr ops, or  pastu r e g r asses. P r im e ag r icu l tu r al  soil s and th ose of 
statew ide im por tance ar e th e tow n' s m ost pr odu ctiv e soil s for  food pr odu ction. 
S im il ar l y , for est soil s h av e b een categ or iz ed for  th eir  ab il ity  to g r ow  m ar k etab l e 
tim b er . Conser v ing  th e m ost pr odu ctiv e for est and ag r icu l tu r al  soil s in tr acts l ar g e 
enou g h  for  econom ical l y  v iab l e for estr y  and far m ing  is a necessar y  com ponent of 
pr otecting  th e tow n' s natu r al  r esou r ce b ase, w il dl ife h ab itat and div er sity . 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 

� L and is identified b y  th e state as a P r im e A g r icu l tu r al  S oil . 
� L and cu r r entl y  su ppor ts activ e ag r icu l tu r e. 
� L and is cu r r entl y  fal l ow , b u t pr ev iou sl y  far m ed. 
� L and cu r r entl y  su ppor ts pr odu ctiv e for estr y . 
� L and h as ch ar acter istics th at cou l d su ppor t ag r icu l tu r e;  h as su fficient l oam  

depth  and appr opr iate sl opes. 
W or k ing  Landscapes 

Th e cu l tu r al  r esou r ces of G offstow n ar e not l im ited to h istor ic sites;  th e tow n’s 
w or k ing  l andscapes ar e al so im por tant. Th eir  pr eser v ation is not onl y  
econom ical l y  b eneficial ;  it al so pr eser v es a cer tain atm osph er e th at h as, in 
sig nificant m easu r e, disappear ed as a r esu l t of th e u r b aniz ation of ou r  society .  
P eopl e w h o u se far m l ands and for ests for  com m er cial  pu r poses ar e not onl y  
stew ar ds of th e l and b u t b u siness peopl e w h o m u st su ppor t fam il ies and 
em pl oy ees.  Far m  and for estl ands h av e al w ay s pr ov ided m u l tipl e r esou r ce 
v al u es to th eir  ow ner s and to th e g ener al  pu b l ic.  In N ew  Ham psh ir e, pr im e 
ag r icu l tu r al  soil s ar e th em sel v es scar ce, v al u ab l e and v u l ner ab l e r esou r ces.  
W or k ing  for ests ar e al so m u l ti-pu r pose l ands u sed for  h u nting , fish ing  and oth er  
for m s of r ecr eation w h il e pr otecting  w ater  and air  q u al ity .  Th e ob j ectiv e of th e 
w or k ing  l andscape categ or y  is to al l ow  th e tr ansfer  of conser v ation easem ents 
ov er  su ch  l and so th at l andow ner s ar e paid (dir ectl y  or  b y  tax  incentiv es) to l im it 
th eir  r ig h t to dev el op th eir  l and w h il e r etaining  it as pr iv ate pr oper ty  dedicated to 
r esou r ce u se. 
Attributes for Qualitative Review: 
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� P r oper ty  cu r r entl y  su ppor ts a w or k ing  far m . 
� P r oper ty  cu r r entl y  su ppor ts a w or k ing  or ch ar d. 
� P r oper ty  cu r r entl y  su ppor ts m apl e su g ar ing . 
� P r oper ty  cu r r entl y  su ppor ts h or se b oar ding  and r iding  facil ities. 
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S tew ar d sh i p  of p u bli c and  p r i v ate land s 
O pen space w il l  b e conser v ed th r ou g h  m any  m ech anism s, w h ich  m eans th at 
m any  differ ent stew ar dsh ip patter ns and pol icies need to b e appl ied.  M any  of th e 
pr iv ate conser v ation par cel s w il l  b e m anag ed b y  th ir d par ty  l and tr u sts and 
pr ofessional  conser v ation or g aniz ations w ith  l ittl e or  no tow n inv ol v em ent.  A t th e 
oth er  ex tr em e, som e pr oper ties m ay  b ecom e tow n acq u isitions, and th er efor e th e 
tow n w ou l d assu m e al l  of th e stew ar dsh ip r esponsib il ities.  Th is docu m ent w il l  
discu ss th ese tw o ex tr em e situ ations, b u t it sh ou l d b e r ecog niz ed th at oth er  m or e 
inter m ediate ar r ang em ents m ay  b e pr oposed, su ch  as j oint v entu r es b etw een th e 
tow n and conser v ation or g aniz ations.  A ny  su ch  pr oposal  w ou l d need to b e 
anal y z ed and appr ov ed b y  at l east th e B oar d of S el ectm en, th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission and/or  th e P l anning  B oar d, and m ay  b e su b j ect to appr ov al  b y  oth er  
tow n adm inistr ativ e b odies. 
 
P ri v ate L an d  S tew ard s hi p  
G ood pr iv ate l and stew ar dsh ip cannot b e m andated, b u t it can b e nu r tu r ed 
th r ou g h  pu b l ic ou tr each  and edu cation pr og r am s.  M any  pr iv ate l andow ner s ar e 
ex cel l ent stew ar ds, and th eir  ex per iences and ex am pl es col d b e sh ar ed w ith  th e 
b r oader  com m u nity .  Th e O pen S pace Com m ittee and Conser v ation Com m ission 
can facil itate th ese ex ch ang es b y  or g aniz ing  m eeting s and connections b etw een 
pr iv ate and pu b l ic g r ou ps, and l ocal  and r eg ional  entities.  Th e Com m ittee and 
Com m ission can al so b e a condu it to pr ofessional  adv ice to oth er s b y  pr ov iding  
pu b l ications and w eb site l ink s. 
 
P u b l i c  L an d  S tew ard s hi p  
Tow n stew ar dsh ip activ ities w il l  fal l  into fou r  m aj or  categ or ies:  

1 ) M anag em ent of tow n-ow ned conser v ation pr oper ties. 
2) M onitor ing  of conser v ation easem ents on pr iv ate pr oper ties w h er e th e 

tow n is th e easem ent ow ner . 
3) M onitor ing  of conser v ation easem ents r eq u ir ed as a condition of pl anning  

b oar d or  z oning  b oar d appr ov al . 
4) K eeping  an inv entor y  of al l  conser v ed pr oper ties incl u ding  data on th eir  

conser v ation statu s and th ir d par ty  easem ent m onitor s. 
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M a na g em ent o f to w n-o w ned  c o nser v a tio n p r o p er ties 
W h en th e tow n ow ns a par cel  of conser v ation l and, th e tow n assu m es th e 
g r eatest l ev el  of stew ar dsh ip r esponsib il ity . How ev er , th is al so al l ow s for  th e 
g r eatest fl ex ib il ity  and oppor tu nity  for  u til iz ation of th e l and.  M anag em ent of  
tow n-ow ned pr oper ties r eq u ir es th at ex pl icit pr ocesses m u st b e fol l ow ed and th at 
r ecor ds m u st b e k ept for  pu b l ic and adm inistr ativ e inspection. Th ese pr ocedu r es 
m u st b e detail ed in th is, or  a r el ated docu m ent, th at h as b een appr ov ed b y  tow n 
m anag em ent. 
Th e fol l ow ing  pr ocess sh ou l d b e th e m inim u m  r eq u ir em ent for  any  tow n-ow ned 
conser v ation l and:  

1 ) Th e pr oper ty ’s potential  sh ou l d b e ev al u ated for  possib l e u ses.  Th e 
ev al u ation pr ocess detail ed in th is docu m ent u nder  th e section P roj ec t 
E lig ibility an d  E valuation  P roc ess.  For  al l  fu tu r e acq u isitions, th ese 
pr ocedu r es sh ou l d b e fol l ow ed b efor e th e l and acq u isition is pr oposed. 

2) Identify  th e pr im ar y  u se or  u ses of th e pr oper ty .  Th is is a tow n 
adm inistr ativ e decision, and w r itten m em or andu m s sh ou l d b e ob tained 
b etw een th e B oar d of S el ectm en and th e Conser v ation Com m ission. 
O th er  tow n adm inistr ativ e b odies sh ou l d b e incl u ded w h en th e u sag e is 
r el ated to th eir  fu nctions. 

3) A  m anag em ent pl an m u st b e w r itten for  th e pr oper ty .  Th e m anag em ent 
pl an sh ou l d incl u de th e fol l ow ing  infor m ation:  

a. A n ex act identification of th e par cel  and its l ocation. 
b . A  descr iption of th e par cel  and its ph y sical  natu r al  r esou r ces. 
c. A ny  k now n infor m ation of th e b iol og ical  natu r al  r esou r ces on th e 

par cel . 
d. A ny  special  concer ns ab ou t th e pr oper ty .  S om e ex am pl es incl u de, 

b u t ar e not l im ited to:  safety  issu es, fir e h az ar ds, pu b l ic access, 
v eh icu l ar  access, v andal ism , potential  h az ar dou s w aste sites, and 
ab u tter ’s concer ns. 

e. A l l ow ed u ses on th e pr oper ty . 
f. Disal l ow ed u ses on th e pr oper ty . 
g . U ses to b e deter m ined after  fu r th er  stu dy . 
h . S pecification of w h o (tow n b oar d, depar tm ent or  com m ission) w il l  

b e r esponsib l e for  stew ar dsh ip and m aintenance.  
i. S ch edu l es and b u dg ets for  any  w or k  r eq u ir ed for  dev el opm ent or  

m aintenance activ ities. 
4) Th e pr oper ty  m u st b e m onitor ed.  Th e pr oper ty  m u st b e inspected no l ess 

th an once a y ear , and m or e fr eq u entl y  for  h eav il y  u sed pr oper ties or  ar eas 
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of special  concer ns.  Th e inspection m u st b e docu m ented, w ith  al l  r epor ts 
fil ed eith er  on paper  r epor ts or  in a secu r e datab ase w ith  an enfor ced 
b ack u p pol icy .  P r oper ty  inspections sh ou l d incl u de:  

a. E stab l ish ing  b asel ine docu m entation for  al l  ex isting  conditions 
w h en th e par cel  is acq u ir ed. 

b . W al k ing  b ou ndar ies and ch eck ing  for  infr ing em ent. 
c. W al k ing  tr ail s and identify ing  m aintenance needs. 
d. Inspection of sites of special  concer ns.  Th e detail s of any  special  

inspections sh ou l d b e par t of th e site’s m anag em ent pl an. 
e. P er iodic inspection of l ess u sed ar eas in th e pr oper ty  m ay  b e 

per for m ed l ess fr eq u entl y , as r eq u ir ed. 
5) A  pu b l ic r el ations and edu cation str ateg y  sh ou l d b e im pl em ented.  Th e 

str ateg y  sh ou l d incl u de:  
a. A b u tter s sh ou l d b e inv ited to discu ss th eir  concer ns ab ou t th e 

pr oper ty , and h ow  its u se im pacts th em . 
b . S om e com b ination of sig ns, infor m ativ e k iosk s, pam ph l ets and 

w eb site infor m ation m ay  b e u sed to ex pl ain th e u ses and 
r estr ictions on conser v ation l ands. 

c. Th e am ou nt of pu b l icity  appr opr iate for  a site needs to b e 
deter m ined.  If th e pu r pose of a site is to pr ov ide a r efu g e for  
endang er ed species or  com m u nities, it m ay  b e appr opr iate to 
pr ov ide m inim al  pu b l icity .  S ites w ith  r ecr eational  u ses cou l d b e 
pu b l iciz ed w ith  new spaper  ar ticl es, festiv al  displ ay s or  b y  l eading  
pu b l ic h ik es. It sh ou l d b e noted th at w h il e fr eq u ent pu b l ic u se 
incr eases th e im pacts on a site, it al so pr ov ides a feedb ack  
oppor tu nity  to l ear n ab ou t pr oper ty  ab u ses in a tim el y  m anner .  
P u b l icity  infor m ation sh ou l d contain em ail  and ph one contacts to 
r epor t th is infor m ation. 

d. P u b l ic stew ar ds sh ou l d b e r ecr u ited to h el p w ith  th e stew ar dsh ip 
effor t. Indiv idu al s w h o ar e r eg u l ar  u ser s of a site, and car e deepl y  
ab ou t it, ar e g ood candidates.  In m any  cases th ese indiv idu al s 
m ay  al so b e ab u tter s w ith  easy  and fr eq u ent access. 

M o nito r ing  o f c o nser v a tio n ea sem ents o n p r iv a te p r o p er ties w h er e 
th e to w n is th e ea sem ent o w ner  
To som e ex tent, th is is sim il ar  to m onitor ing  tow n-ow ned pr oper ties.  Th e pr im ar y  
differ ence is th e need to estab l ish  a g ood r el ationsh ip w ith  th e pr oper ty  ow ner .  
Th e ow ner  and m onitor s sh ou l d b oth  u nder stand th e specific u ses of th e l and 
specified in th e easem ent ag r eem ent, as w el l  as th e l eg al  r eq u ir em ents for  
easem ent m onitor ing  and docu m entation. 
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M o nito r ing  o f c o nser v a tio n ea sem ents r eq u ir ed  a s a  c o nd itio n o f 
p l a nning  b o a r d  o r  z o ning  b o a r d  a p p r o v a l  
A s of th is w r iting , G offstow n h as u pw ar ds of 1 5 easem ents cov er ing  m or e th an 
60 0  acr es associated w ith  su b div ision dev el opm ent. It is ex pected th at th is 
nu m b er  w il l  g r ow  su b stantial l y  as th e tow n now  m andates open space 
dev el opm ent pl ans w ith  cl u ster ed h ou sing . M onitor ing  th ese sites pr esents ev en 
m or e of a ch al l eng e th an m onitor ing  sites w ith  v ol u ntar y  easem ents.  O ften, 
instead of an indiv idu al  ow ner , th e l and is ow ned b y  a cooper ativ e or g aniz ation 
incl u ding  al l  th e h om eow ner s in th e dev el opm ent.  E ach  indiv idu al  h ou seh ol d 
needs to b e infor m ed ab ou t th e conditions and r eq u ir em ents of th e conser v ation 
easem ent, and som e of th e ow ner s w il l  pr ob ab l y  b e u naw ar e of th e detail s.  E v en 
if th e or ig inal  ow ner s fu l l y  u nder stand th e easem ents, w h en th e pr oper ty  is sol d 
th at infor m ation m ay  not b e adeq u atel y  conv ey ed. 
It is r ecom m ended th at th e P l anning  B oar d and B oar d of S el ectm en for m  an 
easem ent m onitor ing  com m ittee for  th e stew ar dsh ip of th ese m andated 
easem ents.  Th is com m ittee sh ou l d b e separ ate fr om  th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission and th e O pen S pace Com m ittee, w h ich  al r eady  h av e too m any  
r esponsib il ities.  How ev er , th er e sh ou l d b e r eg u l ar  and open com m u nications 
b etw een al l  th ese com m ittees.  M onitor ing  th ese easem ents w il l  l ik el y  b e tim e 
consu m ing , and m ay  r eq u ir e h el p fr om  th e tow n’s fu l l -tim e staff for  r ecor dk eeping  
and cor r espondence. 
W e al so r ecom m end th at th e pr oposed easem ent m onitor ing  com m ittee sh ou l d 
dev el op pr otocol s for  addr essing  easem ent v iol ations and for  per iodic notification 
of al l  coop m em b er s or  adm inistr ator s concer ning  th e ter m s of th eir  conser v ation 
easem ent.  
K eep ing  a n inv ento r y  o f a l l  c o nser v ed  p r o p er ties inc l u d ing  d a ta  o n 
th eir  c o nser v a tio n sta tu s a nd  th ir d  p a r ty  ea sem ent m o nito r s 
R ecor ds sh ou l d b e k ept for  al l  conser v ed l ands in th e tow n, r eg ar dl ess of w h o 
ow ns th e conser v ation easem ents or  stew ar dsh ip r esponsib il ities. Th ese r ecor ds 
ar e essential  to u nder standing  and assessing  th e tow n’s conser v ation statu s and 
pr ior ities.  R ecor ds sh ou l d incl u de:  

1 ) Th e ex act identification of th e par cel  and its l ocation and b ou ndar ies. 
2) Th e pr oper ty  ow ner (s) and th eir  contact data. 
3) Th e easem ent h ol der  and th eir  contact data. 
4) A  copy  of th e easem ent l ang u ag e, and its cou nty  r ecor d r efer ence. 
5) A ny  oth er  descr iptiv e data ab ou t th e natu r al  r esou r ces or  special  concer ns 

th at is r eadil y  av ail ab l e. 
6) A l l ow ed and disal l ow ed u ses for  th e pr oper ty . 
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Ph y si og eog r ap h y  
 
Go f f s to w n ’ s  P hy s i o g eo g rap hy  
Th e ph y siog r aph ic featu r es w e ob ser v e in G offstow n today  w er e sh aped b y  
tectonic pr ocesses th at occu r r ed b etw een 360  and 41 0  m il l ion y ear s ag o th at 
for m ed th e l ocal  b edr ock , and al so b y  th e r el ativ el y  r ecent g l acial  ice adv ance 
th at peak ed appr ox im atel y  1 2,0 0 0  to 1 5,0 0 0  y ear s ag o. 
 
Du r ing  th e ear l ier  tectonic ev ents, pr ev iou sl y  b u r ied sedim entar y  r ock  l ay er s 
w er e intr u ded fr om  b el ow  b y  sil ica-r ich  m ag m as or  th er m opl astic m asses.  Th is 
m ater ial  cool ed to for m  r ock  ch ar acter iz ed b y  r el ativ el y  l ar g e cr y stal s:  g r anites, 
dior ites and g r anodior ites. Th e m ost ev ident g r anite ou tcr ops ar e easil y  fou nd on 
th e U ncanoonu c M ou ntains and su r r ou nding  h il l s.  Th e h eat and pr essu r e fr om  
th is intr u sion al so tr ansfor m ed th e b u r ied sedim entar y  r ock s into m etam or ph ic 
species.  E x am pl es of th e m etam or ph ic r ock s, su ch  as ph y l l ite, sch ist and 
q u ar tz ite, ar e m ost easil y  fou nd al ong  th e nor th er n edg e of tow n. 
 
Th e r ecent g l acial  adv ance car v ed th e b edr ock  into th e su r face sh apes w e see 
today  (Fig u r e 1 ).  Th e m ov em ent of th e ice fr om  th e nor th -nor th w est to th e sou th -
sou th east l eft its im pr int on th e sh apes of th e h il l s and m ou ntains and th e path s 
of m ost of th e m aj or  dr ainag e fl ow s.  It sm ooth ed th e nor th er n edg e of r ock y  h il l s 
into g r adu al  r am ps w h il e pl u ck ing  r ock  fr om  th e sou th er n sides to for m  cl iffs or  
steep sl opes.  Th e ice al so l eft ab u ndant sedim ents on th e b edr ock  su r face.  
B eneath  th e ice, sedim ents w er e sq u eez ed into th e tear dr op-sh aped dr u m l ins 
distr ib u ted th r ou g h ou t th e nor th w ester n q u ar ter  of th e tow n.  W h en th e ice w as 
m el ting , a pr o-g l acial  l ak e ex tended fr om  th e pr esent day  M er r im ack  Val l ey  into 
th e l ow l ands th r ou g h  th e center  of th e tow n, and a deep b ed of w ater -sor ted 
sand w as for m ed. 
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 Fig u r e 1 .Topog r aph ic E l ev ations, G offstow n, N H. 
Data sou r ce:  N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T .  D ig ital 
E levation  M od el d ata,  N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T ,  
D urh am ,  N H .  O rig in al d ata from  U S  G eolog ic al 
S urvey,  Reston ,  V A.  
 
 

 
W ater  r esou r ces ar e intim atel y  l ink ed to g eol og ical  featu r es (Fig u r e 2). In 
G offstow n, th e m ost pr om inent featu r e is a l ar g e su r ficial  aq u ifer  contained in th e 
sands of th e pr o-g l acial  l ak e b ed. Th e P iscataq u og  R iv er  h as car v ed its path  
th r ou g h  th ese sands, and is integ r al  w ith  th e aq u ifer . In th e sou th er n 
m ou ntainou s ar ea, ponds and w etl ands ar e pr im ar il y  contained in b asins on th e 
oth er w ise steep and w el l -dr ained sl opes.  Th e nor th er n side of tow n al so 
contains som e b asins in th e b edr ock , b u t m any  of th e ab u ndant w etl ands ar e 
confined b y  natu r al  dam s of sedim ents. U nl ik e th e por ou s sands of th e centr al  
aq u ifer , th e dr u m l in sedim ents ar e dom inated b y  im per v iou s cl ay  m iner al s, so th e 
w etl ands pl ay  a cr itical  r ol e for  deep r ock  aq u ifer  r ech ar g e in th is r eg ion of tow n. 
Th ese cou pl ed u pl and/w etl and for m ations for m  h ig h  q u al ity  w etl and h ab itats and 
accou nt for  m any  of th e tow n’s pr im e w etl ands.  
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Fig u r e 2.  W ater  R esou r ces in G offstow n, N H. 
Data sou r ce:  N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T ,  D urh am ,  N H .  
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Fig u r e 3.  S teep S l opes in G offstow n, N H. 
Data sou r ce:  Cal cu l ated sl opes fr om  fol l ow ing  data sou r ce:  
N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T .  D ig ital E levation  M od el,  N ew 
H am p sh ire G RAN I T ,  D urh am ,  N H .  O rig in al d ata from  U S  
G eolog ic al S urvey,  Reston ,  V A.  
 
S teep sl opes need conser v ation pr otection to pr otect th em  
fr om  er osion, and to pr otect dow n-sl ope l ands and w etl ands 
fr om  destr u ctiv e sil tation. M ost steep sl opes in G offstow n can 
b e cl assified into th r ee categ or ies (Fig u r e 3). B edr ock  sl opes, 
pr edom inatel y  sou th -facing , h av e th e l ow est er osional  r isk . 

S andy  sl opes on th e sand ter r aces ab ov e th e P iscataq u og  R iv er  ar e ex tr em el y  
v u l ner ab l e to er osion and sh ou l d h av e m ax im u m  pr otection fr om  defor estation. 
P air ed sl opes on th e easter n and w ester n sides of dr u m l ins ar e at r isk  for  soil  
sl u m ping  w h en for est v eg etation is r em ov ed.  
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Fig u r e 4.  L and Cov er  Categ or ies in G offstow n, N H. 
Data sou r ce:  N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T .  2 0 0 1 .  N ew 
H am p sh ire L an d  C over Assessm en t.  N ew 
H am p sh ire G RAN I T ,  D urh am ,  N H .  
 
Veg etation cov er  in G offstow n can b est b e 
descr ib ed as a m osaic of for est ty pes, fiel ds, 
m eadow s and dev el oped ar eas (Fig u r e 4). B efor e 
col onial  tim es th e v eg etation patter ns m u st h av e 
r efl ected th e u nder l y ing  g eol og y  to a g r eater  deg r ee 
th an today , b u t pr ev iou s for est cl ear  cu ts and 
su b seq u ent ag r icu l tu r e h av e al ter ed v eg etation 
patter ns. E v en so, cl ose ex am ination stil l  r ev eal s an 
affinity  of w h ite pine for ests for  th e fl at sandy  
ou tw ash  pl ains and u pl ands tend to b e dom inated 
b y  h ar dw oods. O ppor tu nities to pr eser v e nativ e 
for est com m u nities w il l  l ik el y  occu r  in sm al l  patch es 
inter sper sed w ith  oth er  v eg etation ty pes. 
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Cu rren t c o n s erv ati o n  l an d s  
Cu r r ent conser v ation l ands in G offstow n fal l  into sev er al  categ or ies defined b y  
th e adm inistr ativ e ov er seer  and th e deg r ee of conser v ation pr otection. 

� W ater  P r ecinct l and encom passes th e w ater sh ed ab ov e th e U ncanoonu c 
r eser v oir  (60 0  acr es) and a m u nicipal  w el l  fiel d on N or th  m ast R oad (~ 50  
acr es).  A ppr ox im atel y  h al f of th is l and is pr otected w ith  deed r estr ictions. 

� Tow n-ow ned l and ar ou nd th e U ncanoonu c M ou ntains adj acent to th e 
w ater  pr ecinct l and (~ 250  acr es).  Th is l and is not l eg al l y  pr otected, b u t is 
m anag ed b y  th e Conser v ation Com m ission. 

� O pen S pace S u b div ision dev el opm ents incl u des isol ated l ands th at ar e 
pr ecl u ded fr om  dev el opm ent as par t of a cl u ster ed su b div ision pl an. Th ey  
tend to b e scatter ed and isol ated, b u t col l ectiv el y  total  ab ou t 530  acr es. 

� Var iou s state and tow n ow ned par cel s ar e scatter ed ab ou t tow n, incl u ding  
th e tow n-ow ned W al dfog el  For est, and th e state-ow ned G r eg g s Fal l s 
W il dl ife M anag em ent A r ea. 

� P r iv ate conser v ation or g aniz ations (Th e S ociety  for  th e P r otection of N ew  
Ham psh ir e For ests and Th e P iscataq u og  W ater sh ed A ssociation) h ol d 
l and w ith  conser v ation easem ents (220  acr es). 

� P r iv ate l andow ner s h av e pl aced conser v ation easem ents on th eir  ow n 
pr oper ties (~ 1 85 acr es). 

 
M or e detail ed infor m ation is pr esented in th e r epor t “ G offstow n L and 
P r otection S tatu s R epor t, Feb r u ar y  20 0 4”  (see r efer ence D5, A ppendix  1 ). 
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Fig u r e 5.  Conser v ation L ands in G offstow n, N H. 
Data sou r ce:  N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T .  N ew 
H am p sh ire C on servation / P ublic  L an d s at 1 :2 4 , 0 0 0  
S c ale,  N ew H am p sh ire G RAN I T ,  D urh am ,  N H .  
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G offstow n R eg i onal F eatu r es and  N eed s A naly si s 
 
 
O pen space pr eser v ation is im por tant in al l  par ts of G offstow n, b u t ex isting  
r esou r ces and conditions v ar y  consider ab l y  in differ ent r eg ions of th e tow n. W e 
h av e div ided th e tow n into 6 g eog r aph ic r eg ions, pr im ar il y  defined b y  
w ater sh eds, b u t u sing  eith er  r oadw ay s or  str eam  cou r ses as conv enient 
b ou ndar ies (Fig u r e 6). E ach  r eg ion is th en ex am ined independentl y  to l ist 
ex isting  notew or th y  featu r es, potential  oppor tu nities for  conser v ation, and 
r eg ional  needs. 

 
Fig u r e 6.  Conser v ation N eeds A nal y sis R eg ions 
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Th e six  identified r eg ions ar e nam ed as fol l ow s:  
I. G or h am  B r ook  R eg ion 
II. Har r y  B r ook  R eg ion 
III. B l ack  B r ook  R eg ion 
IV. B og  B r ook /N or th  M ou ntain R eg ion 
V. S ou th  M ou ntain R eg ion 
VI. M y stic B r ook  R eg ion 
 
I .  G o r h a m  Br o o k  R eg io na l  F ea tu r es 

B oundar ies 

Th e G or h am  B r ook  r eg ion is in th e nor th w est cor ner  of th e tow n, b ou nded to th e 
nor th  b y  Du nb ar ton and to th e w est b y  W ear e and N ew  B oston. Th e easter n 
b ou ndar y  is r ou te 1 3 fr om  Du nb ar ton dow n to th e P iscataq u og  R iv er . Th e r iv er  
for m s th e sou th er n b ou ndar y . 
D escr iption 

Th is r eg ion is disting u ish ed b y  4 par al l el  topog r aph ic featu r es th at al l  r u n nor th  to 
sou th . Th e w ester n edg e of th e r eg ion is in th e K u ncanow et Hil l s r idg e. P ar al l el  
to th e easter n side of th e r idg e is th e g l acial  scou r ed v al l ey  th at G or h am  B r ook  
m eander s th r ou g h , m u ch  of it containing  w ide l inear  w etl ands. E ast of th e v al l ey , 
th e topog r aph y  r ises ag ain to b r oad r ou nded h il l s and th en tr ansitions to th e edg e 
of G offstow n’s dr u m l in fiel d. 
Dev el opm ent in th is r eg ion is pr im ar il y  in th e sou th east cor ner  – a l ar g e por tion of 
G offstow n v il l ag e.  O th er  r esidential  l ots ar e str u ng  al ong  th e m aj or  r oads 
incl u ding  G or h am  P ond r oad, S nook  r oad and Tenney  r oad.  A noth er  cl u ster  of 
h om es is in th e P ar k er  S tation r eg ion. 
P r ime W etlands 

Th e r eg ion contains a l ar g e ab u ndance of w etl ands incl u ding  6 pr im e w etl ands:  
“ G or h am  B r ook  W etl ands” , “ G or h am  B r ook  Tr ib u tar y  and A ssociated W etl ands” , 
“ S au nder s R oad W etl ands” , “ S nook  R oad S w am p” , “ B eav er  P ond/Har r y  B r ook  
Tr ib u tar y  M ar sh ”  and “ P iscataq u og  R iv er  Fl oodpl ain” . 
Aquif er  C onsider ations 

Th e ab u ndance of w etl ands pr ov ides a sig nificant aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar ea. Cl oser  
to th e v il l ag e ar e w el l s u sed for  th e m u nicipal  w ater  su ppl y . 



 56 

W ildlif e H ab itat 

Th is r eg ion contains m any  l ar g e par cel s of r el ativ el y  u ndev el oped l and. Th e 
ab u ndant w etl ands, div er sity  of topog r aph y , and r ich  for est cov er  com b ine to 
cr eate a r ich  m osaic of w il dl ife h ab itats, and pr ov ide one of th e b est oppor tu nities 
in th e tow n for  w il dl ife h ab itat conser v ation. Th e w etl ands in th is r eg ion ar e 
ex ceptional l y  ecol og ical l y  intact.  O ne is notab l e for  containing  a G r eat B l u e 
Her on r ook er y . 
Ag r icultur e 

A g r icu l tu r al  enter pr ises incl u de a b l u eb er r y  far m , an appl e or ch ar d, and h or se 
b oar ding . 
H istor ical and C ultur al Featur es 

Tw o of th e tow n’s pr om inent h istor ical  r eg ions ar e w ith in th e r eg ion:  th e P ar k er  
S tation Histor ic Distr ict, w h ich  incl u des facil ities for  th e tow n’s Histor ical  S ociety  
and G offstow n v il l ag e w est of r ou te 1 3 and nor th  of 1 1 4. W estl aw n Cem eter y  is 
al ong  1 1 4 (N or th  M ast R oad). Th e r eg ion contains m any  h istor ical  h ou ses and 
b ar ns. 
R ecr eational and Aesth etic Featur es 

R ou te 1 3 fr om  Du nb ar ton to G offstow n v il l ag e is v er y  scenic incl u ding  distant 
v iew s of th e M onadnock  r eg ion, r ol l ing  h il l s and far m s, and th e v iew  of G offstow n 
v il l ag e in fr ont of th e U ncanoonu c peak s.  R ou te 1 1 4 appr oach ing  th e v il l ag e 
fr om  W ear e is al so a noted scenic dr iv e. Hik ing , h u nting  and snow m ob il ing  ar e 
v er y  popu l ar  w ith in th e r eg ion. 
Adj acent C onser v ation Lands 

Th e K u ncanow et Hil l s r eg ion ex tends into pr otected l ands in Du nb ar ton. Th er e 
ar e al so m any  l ink ag es into th e Har r y  B r ook  R eg ion discu ssed b el ow . W il dl ife 
h ab itat conser v ation in th is r eg ion w ou l d pr ov ide cor r idor s b etw een th ese z ones. 
R ecommendations 

Th e G or h am  B r ook  r eg ion offer s one of th e b est oppor tu nities in G offstow n to 
pr eser v e a l ar g e ar ea w ith  w il der ness ch ar acter  and u nfr ag m ented h ab itat 
b l ock s.  Conser v ation effor ts in th is r eg ion w il l  b e str eng th ened b y  sim il ar  effor ts 
u nder w ay  acr oss tow n l ines in Du nb ar ton and W ear e, pr ov iding  a h ig h  pr ob ab il ity  
for  su ccess.  Th is r eg ion of tow n is b est su ited for  a m ix tu r e of ag r icu l tu r al  and 
passiv e r ecr eational  u ses, integ r ated w ith  th e r el ativ el y  l ow er  dev el opm ental  
density  al r eady  pr esent.  
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I I .  H a r r y  Br o o k  R eg io na l  F ea tu r es 
B oundar ies 

Th e Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion is in th e nor th  centr al  por tion of th e tow n, b ou nded to th e 
nor th  b y  Du nb ar ton. Th e w ester n b ou ndar y  is r ou te 1 3.  Th e easter n b ou ndar y  is 
del im ited b y  Tib b etts Hil l  r oad to Center  S tr eet, th en Center  S tr eet to G r asm er e 
Center  and Henr y  B r idg e R oad dow n to th e P iscataq u og  R iv er . Th e r iv er  m ar k s 
th e sou th er n b ou ndar y . 
D escr iption 

Th e Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion contains m ost of G offstow n’s dr u m l in fiel d. Th e 
el ong ated g l acial l y -for m ed dr u m l ins ar e str eam -l ined l inear  h il l s of g l acial  
sedim ents r ising  80  – 1 20  feet ab ov e th e b edr ock  l edg e.  Th eir  distr ib u tion 
patter n l ar g el y  deter m ines th e w ater  dr ainag e and h u m an dev el opm ent patter ns 
in th is r eg ion. Har r y  B r ook  is th e l ar g est P iscataq u og  tr ib u tar y  in th is r eg ion, and 
it fl ow s al ong  th e easter n edg e of th e pr im ar y  dr u m l in concentr ation. Th e 
sou th er n edg e of th e r eg ion sl opes sh ar pl y  dow n to th e P iscataq u og  R iv er , and 
incl u des g l acial  k am e ter r aces in th e sou th easter n cor ner . 
P r ime W etlands 

Th e ab u ndance of dr u m l ins in th is r eg ion h as al so cr eated an ab u ndance of 
sh ar pl y  defined w etl ands. Th e im per m eab l e cl ay s in th e sedim ent deposits act as 
natu r al  dam s, and ou tl ine m any  of th e w etl ands. A s a r esu l t, th e l ar g est nu m b er  
of pr im e w etl ands is fou nd in th is r eg ion. Th e 9 identified pr im e w etl ands incl u de:  
“ U pper  Har r y  B r ook  and N or th er n A ssociated W etl ands” , “ U pper  Har r y  B r ook  and 
S ou th er n A ssociated W etl ands” , “ M iddl e Har r y  B r ook  and N or th er n A ssociated 
W etl ands” , “ M iddl e Har r y  B r ook  and Centr al  A ssociated W etl ands” , “ M iddl e Har r y  
B r ook  and S ou th er n A ssociated W etl ands” , “ P aig e Hil l  R oad M ar sh ” , “ S tinson 
R oad M ar sh ” , “ L ow er  Har r y  B r ook  at L ocu st Hil l  R oad”  and “ P aig e Hil l  S w am p” . 
Aquif er  C onsider ations 

A q u ifer  infil tr ation w il l  not occu r  w h er e th e l edg e is cov er ed b y  a dr u m l in. W ater  
enter s th e topsoil , b u t cannot penetr ate th e cl ay  h ar d pan b eneath . A s a r esu l t, 
seeps and sl u m ps ar e r eadil y  ob ser v ed on th e dr u m l in sides. How ev er , th e 
dam m ing  effect of th e dr u m l ins cr eates an ab u ndance of w etl ands th at ser v e as 
aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar eas. 
W ildlif e H ab itat 

Th e dr u m l in fiel d al so pr ov ides for  a w ide v ar iety  of h ab itat ty pes. Fr om  th e 
sedim entar y  b ase of th e dr u m l ins, a r ich  deep topsoil  h as for m ed w ith  a neu tr al  
pH. Th ese soil s su ppor t div er se m ix ed h ar dw oods, and one of th e tow n’s m ost 
div er se w oodl and fl or a.  Com b ined w ith  th e inter l aced w etl ands, th is r eg ion 
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pr ov ides v er y  div er se h ig h  q u al ity  w il dl ife h ab itats. Th e com b ination of fl or al  
h ab itat div er sity  and w ind sh el ter s pr ov ided b y  th e dr u m l ins m aintains a h ig h  
popu l ation of deer  and m oose in nu m er ou s w inter  deer  y ar ds. 
Th is r eg ion al so contains 3 of th e tow n’s u ncom m on h ab itats. Fir st, th er e is a 
sou th er n-facing  cl iff of q u ar tz ite (R attl esnak e Hil l ), w h ich  h as potential  for  
h ar b or ing  r ar e or  u ncom m on species (th is for m ation al so ou tcr ops in th e B l ack  
B r ook  R eg ion). Th er e ar e 2 u ncom m on b iol og ical  com m u nities (u ncom m on for  
b oth  th e S tate of N ew  Ham psh ir e and G offstow n), and b oth  ar e contained w ith in 
th e P aig e Hil l  S w am p:  a R ed M apl e / B l ack  G u m  ( N yssa sylvatic a) sw am p and 
an A tl antic W h ite Cedar  (C h am aec yp aris th yoid es) S w am p. 
Ag r icultur e 

M ost of th e past and pr esent ag r icu l tu r e in th is r eg ion occu r s on dr u m l in tops. 
S ince th e topsoil  w il l  sl u m p off th e w ater  im per m eab l e cor e of th e h il l s if activ el y  
w or k ed, l ow  til l ag e ag r icu l tu r al  u ses ar e m or e su ccessfu l . Cu r r ent ag r icu l tu r e in 
th e r eg ion is l ow  til l ag e and incl u des b eef pr odu ction, h or se b oar ding , appl e 
or ch ar ds and h ay  fiel ds. 
H istor ical and C ultur al Featur es 

A  por tion of 2 of th e tow n’s h istor ic distr icts l ies w ith in th is r eg ion:  G offstow n 
v il l ag e nor th  of th e r iv er  and east of r ou te 1 3, and th e w ester n edg e of G r asm er e 
v il l ag e. 
R ecr eational and Aesth etic Featur es 

Hik ing , h u nting , fish ing , nor dic sk iing , h or seb ack  r iding  and snow m ob il ing  ar e al l  
popu l ar  activ ities in th is r eg ion. N ear l y  al l  of th e r ecr eation occu r s on pr iv ate 
l ands, and oppor tu nities ar e decr easing  as dev el opm ent encr oach es in th e 
r eg ion.  Th er e ar e 2 sm al l  pu b l ic ar eas:  G l en L ak e B each  and th e G r eg g s Fal l s 
W il dl ife M anag em ent ar ea al ong  th e r iv er . 
S cenic dr iv es incl u de Tib b etts Hil l  R oad, L ocu st Hil l  R oad, por tions of E l m  S tr eet 
and r ou te 1 3. Th er e is a ex ceptional  scenic v ista of th e M onadnock  M ou ntains 
fr om  th e cl iff top of R attl esnak e Hil l . 
Adj acent C onser v ation Lands 

Th e Har r y  B r ook  w etl and cor r idor  continu es ov er  th e tow n b or der  into Du nb ar ton, 
r u nning  th r ou g h  sim il ar  topog r aph y  and h ab itats u p to th e L ong  P ond ar ea.  
Th er e ar e al so cor r idor  l ink ag es to th e G or h am  B r ook  and B l ack  B r ook  r eg ions. 



 59 

R ecommendations 

Th e Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion contains som e of th e m ost div er se h ab itat m ix tu r es fou nd 
in th e tow n, b u t is incr easing l y  su sceptib l e to dev el opm ent pr essu r e.  Th e 
cou pl ed u pl and\w etl and h ab itat fou nd in th e dr u m l in fiel d is th r eatened b y  th e 
pr essu r e to dev el op desir ab l e h il l tops.  Th ese h il l tops h av e onl y  a v eneer  of l oam  
ov er  an im per m eab l e cl ay  h ar dpan (th e dr u m l ins), w h ich  r each  h eig h ts of 60  to 
1 20  feet ov er  th e b edr ock .  Th e r u noff fr om  th ese h il l s g oes into w etl ands, 
incl u ding  th e l ar g est col l ection of pr im e w etl ands in th e tow n.  M any  h il l tops ar e 
al r eady  conv er ted to h ou sing .  Th ose th at r em ain as l ow  til l ag e h ay fiel ds or  
or ch ar ds sh ou l d b e secu r ed w ith  conser v ation easem ents and k ept as 
ag r icu l tu r al  enter pr ises.  Th e few  r em aining  for ested dr u m l ins sh ou l d b e 
pr eser v ed as for est h ab itats for  th e w etl and species th at depend on th em , and to 
pr eser v e th e w etl and h ab itat and aq u ifer  r ech ar g e fu nctions. 
Har r y  B r ook  is a h ig h  q u al ity  r ipar ian cor r idor  th at sh ou l d b e pr otected and 
b u ffer ed.  N ot onl y  does it offer  h ig h  q u al ity  h ab itat in its ow n r ig h t, b u t it ser v es 
as an im por tant w il dl ife cor r idor  into th e center  of G offstow n.  P r otecting  it al so 
safeg u ar ds th e w ater  fl ow ing  into th e P iscataq u og  R iv er . 
Th e Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion contains th r ee of th e tow n’s m ost u niq u e h ab itats th at 
sh ou l d b e pr otected for  th eir  r ar ity  not onl y  in th e tow n, b u t in th e entir e 
P iscataq u og  w ater sh ed:  th e q u ar tz ite cl iffs of R attl esnak e Hil l  and th e R ed 
M apl e/B l ack  G u m  sw am p and A tl antic W h ite Cedar  sw am p fou nd in th e P aig e 
Hil l  S w am p pr im e w etl ands.  
 
I I I .  Bl a c k  Br o o k  R eg io na l  F ea tu r es 
B oundar ies 

Th e B l ack  B r ook  R eg ion is in th e nor th  east cor ner  of th e tow n.  Th e nor th er n 
b ou ndar y  is th e Du nb ar ton tow n l ine, th e easter n b ou ndar y  is Hook set and 
M anch ester  tow n l ines, and th e sou th er n b ou ndar y  is th e P iscataq u og  R iv er .  
Th e w ester n b ou ndar y  al ong  th e Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion is del im ited b y  Tib b etts Hil l  
r oad to Center  S tr eet, th en Center  S tr eet to G r asm er e Center  and Henr y  B r idg e 
R oad dow n to th e P iscataq u og  R iv er . 
D escr iption 

Th is r eg ion is th e m ost com pl ex  to descr ib e in ter m s of topog r aph ic featu r es and 
g eom or ph ol og y .  Th e pr om inent featu r e of th e nor th er n edg e is a r idg e of 
q u ar tz ite ou tcr opping s r u nning  nor th east to sou th w est, dipping  ab ou t 30  deg r ees.  
Th is is a l ar g er  ou tcr opping  of th e sam e for m ation seen at R attl esnak e Hil l  in th e 
Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion. It v ar ies fr om  l ow  h il l s to sh ar p cl iffs, al l  w ith  sou th er n 
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ex posu r es, and it a r eg ion of g r eat inter est th at sh ou l d b e inv estig ated for  r ar e or  
u ncom m on species. 
Th e w ester n edg e of th e r eg ion contains th e easter n b ou nds of th e G offstow n 
dr u m l in fiel d, w ith  m any  of th e sam e attr ib u tes descr ib ed in th e Har r y  B r ook  
r eg ion. In th e l ow er  h al f of th e r eg ion, a b r oad r idg e of b edr ock  ex tends fr om  th e 
edg e of th e dr u m l in fiel d to th e sou th east u ntil  it m eets th e M anch ester  b ou ndar y .  
B el ow  th is r idg e ar e k am e ter r aces al ong  th e P iscataq u og  v al l ey . B etw een th is 
b r oad r idg e, and th e q u ar tz ite r idg e al ong  th e nor th er n b ou nds l ies a l ar g e 
ir r eg u l ar  ou tw ash  pl ain w ith  ab u ndant sand and g r av el  deposits. B l ack  B r ook  
m eander s th r ou g h  th e sou th er n edg e of th ese ou tw ash  deposits. M u ch  of th e 
b r oad sou th er l y  r idg e h as b een su b div ided and dev el oped, ex cept for  th e steep 
sl opes al ong  its edg e. Th e dr ier  por tions of th e ou tw ash  r eg ion h av e al so b een 
dev el oped, ex cept for  th ose r eg ions w h er e access h as b een r estr icted b y  th e 
w etl ands al ong  B l ack  B r ook  R oad. 
P r ime W etlands 

P r im e w etl ands incl u de:  “ U pper  B l ack  B r ook  (nor th er n)” , “ U pper  B l ack  B r ook  
(sou th er n)” , “ L ow er  B l ack  B r ook  M ar sh ” , “ J u niper  Dr iv e W etl ands”  and “ Har dy  
B r ook  Headw ater s M ar sh ” . 
Aquif er  C onsider ations 

M u ch  of th e r eg ion sh ou l d ser v e as a g ood aq u ifer  r ech ar g e z one w ith  its cov er  
of su r ficial  g l acial  sands and g r av el s. How ev er , intense dev el opm ent pr essu r e in 
th is r eg ion h as l ar g el y  fr ag m ented th ese l ands, so it seem s l ik el y  th at infil tr ation 
h as b een affected to som e deg r ee. 
W ildlif e H ab itat 

Th e g eom or ph ol og ic div er sity  of th is r eg ion cr eates a w ide v ar iety  of h ab itats, b u t 
th e fr ag m entation of h ab itats is a pr ob l em  in th is r eg ion.  Th er e ar e stil l  activ e 
cor r idor s th r ou g h ou t th e r eg ion, b u t m any  of th em  ar e b eing  intr u ded. Th e 
nor th er n par t of th e r eg ion b el ow  and incl u ding  th e q u ar tz ite ou tcr ops is stil l  
r el ativ el y  u ndev el oped, and a b r oad w il dl ife cor r idor  stil l  ex ists al ong  th e nor th er n 
side of B l ack  B r ook . 
Ag r icultur e 

A g r icu l tu r e in th e r eg ion is pr edom inantl y  l iv estock  b ased and incl u des sh eep, 
h og s and pou l tr y .  
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H istor ical and C ultur al Featur es 

M u ch  of th e G r asm er e h istor ical  distr ict is contained in th is r eg ion, incl u ding  th e 
com m ons, G r asm er e Tow n Hal l , th e ol d b u r y ing  g r ou nd and h istor ic G r asm er e 
h om es and inns. 
R ecr eational and Aesth etic Featur es 

L ik e th e oth er  2 nor th er n r eg ions, r ecr eational  oppor tu nities ar e pr im ar il y  on 
pr iv ate l ands and consist of h ik ing , h u nting , fish ing , nor dic sk iing , h or seb ack  
r iding  and snow m ob il ing .  A  sm al l  pu b l ic r ecr eation ar ea is l ocated at M ou ntain 
View  M iddl e S ch ool  w h er e a sh or t l oop of natu r e tr ail s is l ocated. 
A  l andl ock ed par cel  incl u ding  a por tion of th e q u ar tz ite r idg e w as donated to th e 
tow n (th e W al dfog el  pr oper ty ), and pr esents a g ood oppor tu nity  for  anoth er  
pu b l ic access to natu r e/h ik ing  tr ail s. A n ab andoned cl ass 6 r oad (S h anty  R oad) is 
al so near b y , and m ig h t b e com b ined to for m  a l ar g er  r ecr eation ar ea. 
Adj acent C onser v ation Lands 

B l ack  B r ook  and its associated w etl ands ex tends u p into Du nb ar ton and 
connects to one of Du nb ar ton’s finest conser v ation ar eas – K im b al l  P ond and th e 
G r eat M eadow s. To th e nor th , th e q u ar tz ite r idg e sl opes dow n tow ar ds anoth er  
u ndev el oped ar ea in Du nb ar ton, P u r g ator y  P ond, and al so ex tends eastw ar d 
tow ar ds Q u im b y  M ou ntain.  To th e w est of th e r eg ion ar e possib l e l ink ag es to th e 
Har r y  B r ook  r eg ion. 
R ecommendations 

Th e B l ack  B r ook  r eg ion featu r es anoth er  im por tant r ipar ian cor r idor  al ong  B l ack  
B r ook  th at sh ou l d b e pr otected.  Th e r em aining  open spaces in th is r eg ion ar e 
am ong  th e m ost fr ag m ented in th e tow n, so it is v ital  to pr otect th is cor r idor  and 
l ink  th ese fr ag m ents as m u ch  as possib l e.  Th er e is stil l  an oppor tu nity  to 
pr eser v e sig nificant u nfr ag m ented b l ock s in th e nor th er nm ost par t of th is r eg ion.  
A  par cel  of l and (W al dfog el  pr oper ty ) w as donated for  conser v ation in th e h ear t 
of th is r eg ion, and it al so contains m or e of th e q u ar tz ite ou tcr opping s seen at 
R attl esnak e Hil l .  Conser v ation sh ou l d b e ex panded ar ou nd th is r eg ion, w h ich  
w ou l d b e str eng th ened b y  sim il ar  l ands acr oss tow n l ines in Du nb ar ton and 
Hook sett. 
Th is r eg ion al so needs m or e activ e r ecr eational  facil ities l ik e par k s, pl ay ing  fiel ds, 
pl ay g r ou nds, and pool s.  E v en th ou g h  it h as b een one of th e fastest g r ow ing  
r eg ions for  h ou sing , no r ecr eational  facil ities h av e b een instal l ed b y  th e tow n.  
Th is r eg ion is far th er  fr om  tow n facil ities th an any  oth er .  Th e onl y  r ecr eational  
facil ity  is th e Y M CA ’s A l l ar d Center , and th at facil ity  r eq u ir es m em b er sh ip fees 
and is pr im ar il y  for  indoor  r ecr eation. 
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Th er e ar e sig nificant str etch es of th e sh or el ine al ong  th e P iscataq u og  R iv er  stil l  
u ndev el oped, m ost notab l y  on Hil l sb or ou g h  Cou nty  l and.  Th ese sites ar e am ong  
th e m ost b iol og ical l y  div er se ar eas in tow n, and sh ou l d h av e h ig h  conser v ation 
pr ior ities.  Th ey  incl u de v er y  r ich  spr ing  eph em er al  com m u nities, and ab u ndant 
and div er se b ir d h ab itats.  Th is section of th e r iv er  is th e m ost fl ood pr one ar ea in 
G offstow n and sh ou l d b e pr otected for  th at r eason al one. 
Th e B l ack  B r ook  R ipar ian cor r idor  w as al so a site of ser iou s fl ood dam ag e in 
M ay  20 0 6.  Conser v ation l ands th at h el p m itig ate fl ooding  of B l ack  B r ook  sh ou l d 
r eceiv e a h ig h  pr ior ity . 
 
I V .  Bo g  Br o o k  /  N o r th  M o u nta in R eg io na l  F ea tu r es 
B oundar ies 

Th e B og  B r ook  r eg ion is l ocated in th e sou th w est cor ner  of tow n. Th e w ester n 
b ou ndar y  is th e N ew  B oston tow n l ine, and th e nor th er n b ou ndar y  is th e 
P iscataq u og  R iv er . M ou ntain R oad and R ob y  R oad del im it th e easter n and 
sou th er n b ou ndar ies. 
D escr iption 

To th e sou th , m or e th an h al f of th is r eg ion incl u des th e N or th  U ncanoonu c 
M ou ntain. Th e nor th er n por tion sl opes dow n fr om  th e m ou ntain tow ar ds th e 
P iscataq u og  R iv er , and incl u des par t of th e pr og l acial  l ak e sand deposits. 
P r ime W etlands 

Th e steep sl opes of th e N or th  M ou ntain r eg ion ar e w el l  dr ained, and th is r eg ion 
does not contain any  pr im e w etl ands. 
Aquif er  C onsider ations 

Th e m ou ntain sl opes dr aining  dow n into th e deep sand deposits ar e an im por tant 
aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar ea, and th e Vil l ag e W ater  P r ecinct pr otects a sig nificant tr act 
on th e m ou ntain. 
W ildlif e H ab itat 

Th e r eg ions l ar g e u ndev el oped tr acts pr ov ide ex tensiv e w il dl ife h ab itats.  Th e 
h ab itat is pr im ar il y  u pl and for est dom inated b y  oak  and w h ite pine, w ith  b eech  
and m apl e for ests on som e of th e m ou ntain’s spu r s. 
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Ag r icultur e 

A g r icu l tu r e in th e r eg ion incl u des a l andscaping  nu r ser y  and appl e or ch ar ds. 
H istor ical and C ultur al Featur es 

Histor ical  featu r es incl u de far m h ou ses, b ar ns and som e h istor ical  h om es in th e 
v il l ag e. 
R ecr eational and Aesth etic Featur es 

P u b l ic l ands ar e av ail ab l e in th is r eg ion for  h ik ing , h u nting , fish ing , nor dic sk iing , 
h or seb ack  r iding  and snow m ob il ing .  Th er e ar e tr ail s u p to th e su m m it of N or th  
U ncanoonu c fr om  al l  sides of th e m ou ntain. Th e su m m it h as m any  distant scenic 
v istas. Hik ing  tr ail s ar e al so l ocated on a pr oper ty  in th e footh il l s ow ned b y  th e 
S ociety  for  th e P r otection of N ew  Ham psh ir e For ests. L ion’s P ar k  in th e v il l ag e 
h as r ecr eational  b al l  fiel ds. 
Adj acent C onser v ation Lands 

Conser v ation l ands ar e l ocated to th e east on th e sou th  m ou ntain.  L ands to th e 
w est in N ew  B oston offer  oth er  oppor tu nities for  conser v ation, and ar e b eing  
tar g eted b y  N ew  B oston conser v ationists. 
R ecommendations 

Th e B og  B r ook /N or th  M ou ntain r eg ion sh ou l d ex pand th e cu r r ent conser v ation 
l ands and m aintain th e l ink s to u ndev el oped l ands to th e w est in N ew  B oston.  To 
date th is r eg ion h as b een G offstow n’s g r eatest conser v ation su ccess, and 
pr ov ides th e m ost popu l ar  ou tdoor  r ecr eation ar ea in th e tow n.  E x panding  th is 
r eg ion w ou l d continu e to safeg u ar d th e tow ns pr im ar y  aq u ifer  and l ar g e u nb r ok en 
b l ock  of w il dl ife h ab itat. 
 
V .  S o u th  M o u nta in R eg io na l  F ea tu r es 
B oundar ies 

Th e S ou th  M ou ntain r eg ion ex tends al ong  h al f of th e sou th er n b or der  of th e tow n 
b ou nded b y  th e B edfor d tow n l ine.  M ou ntain R oad and R ob y  R oad del im it th e 
w ester n b ou ndar y , and th e P iscataq u og  R iv er  th e nor th er n b ou ndar y . W al l ace 
R oad is th e easter n b ou ndar y .  
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D escr iption 

M ost of th e r eg ion is m ou ntainou s and incl u des S ou th  U ncanoonu c M ou ntain, 
B enson Hil l , W or th l ey  Hil l  and S h ir l ey  Hil l . W h il e m ost of th e r eg ion is for ested, 
th er e ar e ar eas of open m eadow s in th e S h ir l ey  Hil l  ar ea. Th e nor th er n sl opes 
dr ain dow n fr om  th e m ou ntain and h il l s tow ar ds th e P iscataq u og  R iv er , and 
incl u de par t of th e pr og l acial  l ak e sand deposits. 
P r ime W etlands 

Th e steep sl opes of th e S ou th  M ou ntain r eg ion ar e w el l  dr ained;  h ow ev er  th er e 
ar e w etl and ar eas nestl ed am ong  som e of th e h il l s.  Tw o pr im e w etl ands ar e in 
th e r eg ion, “ U ncanoonu c M ar sh ”  and th e “ B og  B r ook  Tr ib u tar y  M ar sh ” . 
Aquif er  C onsider ations 

Th e m ou ntain sl opes dr aining  dow n into th e deep sand deposits ar e an im por tant 
aq u ifer  r ech ar g e ar ea, and th e Vil l ag e W ater  P r ecinct pr otects a sig nificant tr act 
on th e m ou ntain, and al so m aintains r eser v oir s for  th e v il l ag e w ater  su ppl y  on th e 
nor th er n sl opes. 
W ildlif e H ab itat 

Th e r eg ions l ar g e u ndev el oped tr acts pr ov ide ex tensiv e w il dl ife h ab itats.  Th e 
h ab itat is pr im ar il y  u pl and for est dom inated b y  oak  and w h ite pine, w ith  b eech  
and m apl e for ests on som e of th e m ou ntain’s sl opes. M eadow  h ab itats ar e al so 
ab u ndant in th e S h ir l ey  Hil l  ar ea. 
Ag r icultur e 

A g r icu l tu r al  enter pr ises in th e r eg ion incl u de com m u nity  far m s, h or se b oar ding , 
h ay , and or ch ar ds. 
H istor ical and C ultur al Featur es 

Th is r eg ion w as th e h ear t of a th r iv ing  tou r ist indu str y  fr om  th e l ate 1 890 ’s 
th r ou g h  th e 1 930 ’s. Th is ar ea h ad a nu m b er  of r esor t h otel s in th e S h ir l ey  Hil l  
r eg ion, and on th e su m m it of th e S ou th  M ou ntain. A  r ail  spu r  b r ou g h t tou r ists into 
th e r eg ion, and a cab l e car  sy stem  took  tou r ists to th e su m m it of th e S ou th  
M ou ntain. 
R ecr eational and Aesth etic Featur es 

P u b l ic l ands ar e av ail ab l e in th is r eg ion for  h ik ing , h u nting , fish ing , nor dic sk iing , 
h or seb ack  r iding , snow m ob il ing  and sw im m ing .  Th er e ar e tr ail s u p to th e su m m it 
of S ou th  U ncanoonu c fr om  th e easter n and w ester n sides of th e m ou ntain. M u ch  
of th e su m m it ar ea is dev el oped and cov er ed w ith  tr ansm ission tow er s, b u t th er e 
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ar e som e points w ith  scenic v istas. Hik ing  tr ail s ar e al so l ocated ar ou nd th e 
w etl ands near  U ncanoonu c L ak e.  A  sm al l  pu b l ic b each  is al so l ocated on th is 
l ak e. A n ab andoned cl ass 6 r oad, W or th l ey  Hil l  R oad, al so passes th r ou g h  th e 
ar ea. B ar nar d P ar k  offer s sw im m ing , tennis cou r ts, and a r u nning  tr ack . 
Adj acent C onser v ation Lands 

Conser v ation l ands ar e l ocated to th e w est on th e N or th  M ou ntain. To th e east 
ar e l ar g e tr acts of stil l  u ndev el oped l and, b u t th ey  ar e not u nder  any  for m  of 
conser v ation pr otection. 
R ecommendations 

Th e S ou th  M ou ntain r eg ion h as attr ib u tes sim il ar  to th e N or th  M ou ntain, and 
sim il ar  pol icies sh ou l d b e pu r su ed to ex pand cu r r ent tow n and conser v ation 
h ol ding s.  E x panding  th is r eg ion w ou l d al so continu e to safeg u ar d th e tow ns 
pr im ar y  aq u ifer  and fu r th er  enl ar g e th e u nb r ok en b l ock  of w il dl ife h ab itat th at 
cr osses N or th  M ou ntain and into N ew  B oston. 
Th is r eg ion al so contains th e l ands ar ou nd and on S h ir l ey  Hil l  w h er e sig nificant 
open space sh ou l d b e pr eser v ed.  Th ese l ands contain m u l tipl e featu r es w or th y  
of pr otection.  Th ey  ar e open and v er y  scenic, contain pr im e ag r icu l tu r al  soil s, 
and ar e th e l ocations of m u ch  of G offstow n’s h istor ical  past as a tou r ist 
destination. 
 
V I .  M y stic  Br o o k  R eg io na l  F ea tu r es 
B oundar ies 

Th e M y stic B r ook  r eg ion is l ocated in th e sou th east cor ner  of th e tow n.  Th e 
P iscataq u og  R iv er  del im its th e nor th er n b ou ndar y , and W al l ace R oad is th e 
w ester n b ou ndar y . Th e B edfor d tow n l ine is th e sou th er n l im it, and M anch ester  is 
to th e east. 
D escr iption 

Th e r eg ion is h il l y , w ith  th e h ig h est su m m its on Y acu m  Hil l  and W al nu t Hil l . Th e 
nor th er n edg e al ong  th e P iscataq u og  r iv er  contains m u ch  of th e pr og l acial  l ak e 
sedim ents. W est of r ou te 1 1 4 th er e ar e stil l  l ar g e tr acts of u ndev el oped l and, 
m u ch  of it ow ned b y  Hil l sb or ou g h  Cou nty . E ast of r ou te 1 1 4 ar e densel y  
dev el oped ar eas incl u ding  th e v il l ag e of P inar dv il l e, dev el opm ents al ong  th e r iv er  
and th e S aint A nsel m s Col l eg e Cam pu s. 
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P r ime W etlands 

M ost of th e r eg ion is w el l -dr ained and h il l y , b u t it does contain 2 of th e tow n’s 
pr im e w etl ands:  “ S h ir l ey  Hil l  R oad W etl ands”  and “ P er ennial  Tr ib u tar y  to 
P iscataq u og  and A ssociated W etl ands” . 
Aquif er  C onsider ations 

Th e l ar g e aq u ifer  w ith in th e pr og l acial  l ak e sedim ents cu r r entl y  h as a l ar g e 
u pl and r ech ar g e ar ea in th e u ndev el oped cou nty  and pr iv ate l ands. 
W ildlif e H ab itat 

Th e l ar g e u ndev el oped ar eas pr ov ide su b stantial  q u al ity  h ab itat ar eas, 
pr edom inantl y  for ested.  
Ag r icultur e 

A g r icu l tu r e in th e r eg ion incl u des com m u nity  g ar dens, a pl ant nu r ser y  and far m  
stand, h or se b oar ding  and h ay  fiel ds. 
H istor ical and C ultur al Featur es 

Histor ical  b u il ding s incl u de th e Cou nty  b u il ding  com pl ex , a pau per ’s cem eter y , 
far m h ou ses and b ar ns, Vil l a A u g u stina and S t. A nsel m ’s cam pu s. 
R ecr eational and Aesth etic Featur es 

Th er e ar e m or e activ e r ecr eational  facil ities in th is r eg ion th an any  oth er  par t of 
tow n. Facil ities incl u de sw im m ing  and pl ay g r ou nds at R oy  P ar k , b al l  fiel ds at Vil l a 
A u g u stina, b al l  fiel ds at th e ol d l andfil l  site, and th e tow n’s P ar k s and R ecr eation 
center . Th e r ail  tr ail  cu r r entl y  u nder  dev el opm ent for  r ecr eational  u se w il l  r u n 
pr im ar il y  th r ou g h  th is r eg ion al ong  th e r iv er .  P r iv ate and cou nty  l ands ar e 
popu l ar  for  h ik ing , h u nting , fish ing , nor dic sk iing , h or seb ack  r iding , and 
snow m ob il ing . 
Adj acent C onser v ation Lands 

A dj acent conser v ation l ands ar e l ocated in th e S ou th  M ou ntain r eg ion. 
R ecommendations 

Th e M y stic B r ook  r eg ion h as som e of th e m ost contr asting  dev el opm ent patter ns 
and needs w ith in th e tow n.  A t th e w ester n end th er e ar e stil l  l ar g e u nb r ok en 
b l ock s of l and th at ar e l ink ed to l ands in th e S ou th  m ou ntain r eg ion.  To th e east 
l ies P inar dv il l e, G offstow n’s m ost densel y  dev el oped r eg ion. 
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A ny  oppor tu nities to pr eser v e open space in P inar dv il l e sh ou l d b e seiz ed, ev en if 
th e par cel s ar e sm al l , du e to th e g r eat need.  A noth er  oppor tu nity  is to su ppor t 
dev el opm ent of th e R ail s-to-Tr ail s pr oj ect al ong  th e r iv er .  Th is w ou l d r eadil y  
ser v e P inar dv il l e r esidents, and cr eate a r ecr eational  l ink ag e to oth er  sites to th e 
w est in G offstow n and to th e east in M anch ester .  Th e tr ail  w il l  al so l ead tow ar ds 
th e l ar g est b l ock  of u ndev el oped l ands in th e M y stic B r ook  r eg ion – th e 
Hil l sb or ou g h  Cou nty  l ands and th e l ar g e pr iv ate b l ock s to th eir  w est.  M u ch  of 
th is l and h as steep sl opes and dr ains into th e l ar g e str atified dr ift aq u ifer  al ong  
th e P iscataq u og  R iv er . 
M u ch  of th e sh or el ine al ong  th e P iscataq u og  R iv er  is dev el oped to th e w ater ’s 
edg e, b u t th ose sites th at r em ain intact ar e am ong  th e m ost b iol og ical l y  div er se 
ar eas in tow n, and sh ou l d h av e h ig h  conser v ation pr ior ities.  Th ey  incl u de v er y  
r ich  spr ing  eph em er al  com m u nities, ab u ndant and div er se b ir d h ab itats, and 
k now n occu r r ences of endang er ed species.  Th is section of th e r iv er  is th e m ost 
fl ood pr one ar ea in G offstow n and sh ou l d b e pr otected for  th at r eason al one. 
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R ecom m end ed  A cti ons to S u p p or t th e O p en S p ace Plan 
Gen eral  R ec o m m en d ati o n s  
Du e to th e natu r e of G offstow n, conser v ation l ands m ay  occu r  in b oth  r u r al  and 
in-tow n ar eas.  R u r al  l ands w il l  offer  m or e oppor tu nities for  conser v ing  l ar g er  
tr acts of l ands, w h il e in-tow n l ots w il l  l ik el y  b e sm al l .  S iz e is not consider ed to b e 
a l im iting  factor  for  open space.  A  sm al l  l ot in a dev el oped ar ea m ay  pr ov ide a 
g r eater  oppor tu nity  for  r ecr eational  and social  b enefits th an a l ar g er  r u r al  site du e 
to its pr ox im ity  to h u m an popu l ations. 
P u b l ic ow ner sh ip is not a necessity  for  m ost conser v ation g oal s.  N or  does 
pr otection in th e pu b l ic inter est does necessar il y  r eq u ir e pu b l ic access to th e 
open space l ands.  P u b l ic access m ig h t b e incom patib l e w ith  an indiv idu al  
pr oper ty  ow ner ’s r ig h t to pr iv acy .  In som e ex tr em e cases, pu b l ic access m ig h t 
b e incom patib l e w ith  oth er  open space needs su ch  as w il dl ife h ab itat, fr ag il e 
pl ant and anim al  com m u nities, fl ood contr ol  or  w ater  su ppl y  pr otection. 
 
M ai n tai n  a N atu ral  R es o u rc e I n v en to ry  
Th e O pen S pace Com m ittee and Conser v ation Com m ission w il l  pr epar e a 
N atu r al  R esou r ces Inv entor y  consistent w ith  th e S tate of N ew  Ham psh ir e statu te 
(R S A  36-A : 2). Th e inv entor y  w il l  dr aw  on r esou r ces fr om  m any  differ ent sou r ces, 
incl u ding , b u t not l im ited to:  

� Th e Tow n’s P r im e W etl and S u r v ey ;  
� A  U niv er sity  of N ew  Ham psh ir e stu dent pr oj ect natu r al  r esou r ce inv entor y ;  
� G IS  data al r eady  in th e Tow n’s possession (aer ial  ph otog r aph s, dig itiz ed 

l ot b ou ndar ies, u til ity  cor r idor s, str eets, topog r aph y , etc.);  
� Data and m aps pr epar ed for  th e P iscatoq u og  W ater sh ed A ssociation;  
� Data stor ed in th e N ew  Ham psh ir e G r anit datab ase;  
� L ocal  fiel d su r v ey s and ob ser v ations. 

Th ese data sets w il l  b e u sed for  assessing  pr oj ect el ig ib il ity  and for  r eg ional  and 
l ong  ter m  pl anning .  Th e scope of th is docu m ent does not incl u de th e com pl ete 
descr iption of al l  possib l e data and data pr odu cts th at w il l  r esu l t fr om  th e 
inv entor y . How ev er , as an il l u str ation, th e fol l ow ing  l ist incl u des som e of th e 
pr odu cts ex pected fr om  th e inv entor y . 

� Identification and m apping  of u ndev el oped and m inim al l y  dev el oped 
par cel s of l and in G offstow n.  
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� Identify  l and par cel s im por tant for  th e pr eser v ation of scenic v iew s.  
� Identify  and m ap appr opr iate ar eas for  potential  tr ail  sy stem s.   
� Identify  im por tant w il dl ife ar eas in G offstow n. 
� Identify  nam es of im por tant l ocal  species. 
� Identify  and descr ib e l ocal  h ab itat and b iol og ical  com m u nity  

ch ar acter istics.  
� Inv entor y  al l  of th e l ocal  str eam s identify ing  th e sou r ce, th e str eam s 

cou r se and th e end point. Th is cou l d b e u sed to institu te a str eam  
m onitor ing  pr og r am  w ith  th e assistance of th e l ocal  r esidents. 

� P h y sical  Descr iption of indiv idu al  pieces of pr oper ty  consider ed for  
conser v ation pr oj ects. 

� G ener ate “ v al u ed ch ar acter istics” , w eig h ted v al u es com b ining  m u l tipl e 
attr ib u tes to h el p pr ior itiz e conser v ation tar g ets. 

 
P ro m o te P u b l i c  E n v i ro n m en tal  A w aren es s  an d  E d u c ati o n  
Th e Tow n com m ittees can pr om ote th e g oal s of th is pl an th r ou g h  th e fol l ow ing  
actions desig ned to el icit citiz en par ticipation and su ppor t. 

� P r odu ce and distr ib u te an infor m ational  pam ph l et descr ib ing  th e 
r esponsib il ities, activ ities, and accom pl ish m ents of th e Conser v ation 
Com m ission, and in th e fu tu r e, th e O pen S pace Com m ittee. Th is w il l  
edu cate r esidents ab ou t th e com m ission' s b r oad r ang e of activ ities and 
encou r ag e par ticipation.  

� P r epar e and distr ib u te infor m ational  b r och u r es ab ou t tow n ow ned l ands. 
Descr ib e th e l ocation, h istor y , sal ient natu r al  featu r es, and r u l es for  pu b l ic 
u se for  each  sig nificant par cel .  

� S u ppor t pr oposed ch ang es to or dinance and r eg u l ations intended to 
conser v e natu r al  and h istor ic r esou r ces th r ou g h  l etter s to th e l ocal  
new spaper  and dir ect m ail ing s to h ou seh ol ds.  

� Cr eate Tow n Hal l  displ ay s u sing  l ar g e col or ed m aps of G offstow n' s natu r al  
r esou r ces al ong  w ith  oth er  m ater ial s th at pr om ote u nder standing  of th e 
tow n' s r esou r ces and l ocal  conser v ation effor ts.  

� S ponsor  stu dents'  v isits to su m m er  conser v ation cam ps to incr ease 
aw ar eness and u nder standing  of natu r al  r esou r ce conser v ation.  

� Consider  h ir ing  stu dent " conser v ation inter ns"  du r ing  su m m er  and w inter  
sch ool  v acations to assist th e com m ission w ith  m anag em ent of 
conser v ation l ands, pr epar ation of infor m ational  m ater ial s, and oth er  
pr oj ects as w el l  as pr ov ide conser v ation edu cation and ex per ience. 
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� E stab l ish  an ou tr each  pr og r am  in ou r  sch ool s. 
� E stab l ish  an activ e r el ationsh ip b etw een S t. A nsel m ’s Col l eg e and tow n 

com m ittees. 
� E stab l ish  activ e r el ationsh ips w ith  conser v ation or g aniz ations activ e in ou r  

r eg ion. 
 
Co n s erv ati o n  P ro tec ti o n  o f  T o w n -O w n ed  L an d s  
In 20 0 4 th er e ar e appr ox im atel y  320  A cr es of tow n-ow ned par cel s th at ar e 
m anag ed b y  th e Conser v ation Com m ission as open space l and for  conser v ation 
pu r poses. In or der  to assu r e th at th ese l ands w il l  r em ain as per m anent open 
space, th e tow n sh ou l d w or k  w ith  a l and tr u st to dev ise a conser v ation easem ent 
to pr otect each  par cel . E ach  y ear , fu nds sh ou l d b e al l ocated fr om  th e 
Conser v ation Fu nd to w or k  tow ar ds per m anent pr otection of tow n-ow ned 
conser v ation l ands.  
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A p p end i x  1 :   R efer ences 
D o c u m en ts :  

D 1 .  D oes Open Space Pay , P h il ip A u g er , U niv er sity  of N ew  Ham psh ir e 
Cooper ativ e E x tension. ( S um m ariz es c ost-of-c om m un ity-servic es stud ies 
in  D eerfield ,  D over,  F rem on t,  an d  S trath am ,  N H )  
(h t t p : / / w w w . t o w n . g o f f s t o w n . n h . u s / b o a r d s / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d o c u m e n t s / D o e s _ O p e n _ S p a c e _ P a
y . p d f ) 

D 2 .  C ost of C om m unity  Ser v ices Study  for  B r ew ster ,  
M assachusetts:  A  R epor t on the Fiscal I m plications of D iffer ent L and 
U ses, S m ith , L eah  J . and Hender son, P h il ip, A ssociation to P r eser v e 
Cape Cod, 20 0 1 . 
(h t t p : / / n h . g o v /oep/r esou r cel ib r ar y /r efer encel ib r ar y /c/costofcom m u nity ser v ice
sstu dy ) 

D 3 .  C ost of C om m unity  Ser v ices Study  for  T r ur o,  M assachusetts,  
S m ith , L eah  J . and Hender son, P h il ip., A ssociation to P r eser v e Cape Cod, 
20 0 1 . 
(h t t p : / / n h . g o v /oep/r esou r cel ib r ar y /r efer encel ib r ar y /c/costofcom m u nity ser v ice
sstu dy ) 

D 4 .  G offstow n Population G r ow th,  T r ends and For ecasts,  Dav id 
N iem an, G offstow n Conser v ation Com m ission  
(h t t p : / / w w w . t o w n . g o f f s t o w n . n h . u s / b o a r d s / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d o c u m e n t s / G o f f s t o w n P o p u l a t i o n G r
o w t h . d o c ) 

D 5 .  G offstow n L and Pr otection Status R epor t:  Feb r uar y  2 0 0 4 ,  
J ason S ach s, G offstow n Conser v ation Com m ission 
(h t t p : / / w w w . t o w n . g o f f s t o w n . n h . u s / b o a r d s / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d o c u m e n t s / l a n d p r o t _ 1 0 F e b 0 4 . p d f ) 

 
O rg an i z ati o n s / P ro g ram s :  
 

O1 .  H illsb or oug h C ounty  C onser v ation D istr ict  
(h t t p : / / w w w . h i l l s b o r o u g h c c d . o r g / ) 

O2 .  L and T r ust A lliance  (h t t p : / / w w w . l t a . o r g / ) 
O3 .  N atur e C onser v ancy / N ew  H am pshir e C hapter   

(h t t p : / / n a t u r e . o r g / w h e r e w e w o r k / n o r t h a m e r i c a / s t a t e s / n e w h a m p s h i r e / ) 
O4 .  N ew  H am pshir e D epar tm ent of E nv ir onm ental Ser v ices  

(h t t p : / / w w w . d e s . s t a t e . n h . u s / ) 
O5 .  Piscataq uog  W ater shed A ssociation  

(h t t p : / / w w w . m v . c o m / i p u s e r s / p w a / i n d e x . h t m ) 
O6 .  Scenic A m er ica  (h t t p : / / w w w . s c e n i c . o r g /) 
O7 .  Society  for  the Pr otection of N ew  H am pshir e For ests  

(h t t p : / / w w w . s p n h f . o r g / ) 
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O8 .  T r ust for  Pub lic L and  ( h t t p : / / w w w . t p l . o r g / ) 
 
Co n s erv ati o n  A s s o c i ati o n s :  
 

C 1 .  C onnecticut R iv er  J oint C om m issions  ( h t t p : / / w w w . c r j c . o r g / ) 
C 2 .  N ew  H am pshir e A ssociation of C onser v ation C om m issions  

(h t t p : / / w w w . n h a c c . o r g / n h a c c . h t m ) 
 
O ther R es o u rc es :  
 

R 1 .  A udub on Society  of N ew  H am pshir e  ( h t t p : / / w w w . n h a u d u b o n . o r g / ) 
R 2 .  N ew  H am pshir e C ounties R eg istr y  of D eeds  

(h t t p : / / w w w . n h d e e d s . c o m / ) 
R 3 .  N ew  H am pshir e Fish &  G am e D epar tm ent  

(h t t p : / / w w w . w i l d l i f e . s t a t e . n h . u s / ) 
R 4 .  N or ther n N ew  E ng land R eal E state N etw or k   

(h t t p : / / w w w . n n e r e n . c o m / ) 
R 5 .  U N H  C ooper ativ e E x tension  (h t t p : / / c e i n f o . u n h . e d u / ) 

 


