
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

The Town of Goffstown NH, Dept. of Public Works is seeking proposals from qualified 

foundation or general contractors to assist the Town in addressing foundation settlement at the 

Goffstown Town Hall.  A mandatory pre-bid walkthrough will be held at 9am on April 29
th

 at 

the Goffstown Town Hall. Bid proposals should be returned in a sealed envelope clearly labeled 

"Town Hall Foundation" to the Town Administrator’s Office at 16 Main St. Goffstown, NH  

03045 before 1:00 PM May 13th, 2016. The bids will be publicly opened and read at that time by 

the Goffstown Public Works Director or designee and the Town Administrator or designee at the 

Town Hall.    
 

The Town of Goffstown reserves the right to accept or reject any and all proposals as well as 

waive any informality in the best interest of the town. 

 

Bid inquiries should be directed to the Dept. of Public Works at 404 Elm St. Goffstown, NH  

03045 or (603) 497-3617 x200. The deadline for inquiries will be 1:00 PM May 6
th

, and bid 

addendum(s) would be issued by May 10
th

 if necessary. 

 

Foundation information, bid documents, and results are available at the Town of Goffstown 

website under http://goffstown.com/rfp 

 

Adam L. Jacobs 

Director of Public Works 

 
 



Town of Goffstown 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF GOFFSTOWN 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOR 

FOUNDATION SETTLEMENT MITIGATION 

GOFFSTOWN TOWN HALL 

16 MAIN STREET, GOFFSTOWN, NH 

 

 

The Town of Goffstown, New Hampshire, is seeking proposals from qualified foundation or 

general contractors to assist the Town in addressing foundation settlement at the Goffstown 

Town Hall. 

 

There will be a mandatory pre-bid meeting and walkthrough at the Goffstown Town Hall at 9am 

on April 29
th

, 2016.  

 

All bid inquiries shall be submitted in writing by 1:00PM May 6
th

, and addendum(s) shall be 

issued no later than May 10
th

. 

 

All proposals must be received by 1:00PM, prevailing time, on May 13
th

, 2016.  Interested 

parties must submit three (3) copies of their proposal in a sealed envelope marked with the 

company name, address, and “2016 Goffstown Town Hall Foundation RFP”.  Bids should be 

addressed to the Town Administrator, Town Hall, 16 Main Street, Goffstown, NH 03045. The 

Town of Goffstown reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. Notice to proceed is 

expected to be provided within 30 days of acceptance of bids. 

 

The Town hereby notifies all respondents that it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract 

entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 

full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 

against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in consideration for 

an award. 

 

Copies of the request for proposals and reports from the structural engineer may be obtained, 

without charge, from the Department of Public Works, 404 Elm Street, Goffstown, NH 03045, 

and telephone number (603) 497-3617 or on the Town's web site at http://www.goffstown.com 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF GOFFSTOWN 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOR 

FOUNDATION SETTLEMENT MITIGATION 

GOFFSTOWN TOWN HALL 

16 MAIN STREET, GOFFSTOWN, NH 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Town of Goffstown received a structural engineer’s report in 2015 that indicated unnatural 

settlement of the southern corner of the Town Hall foundation. Subsequent measurements in 

2016 indicate continued settlement, and recommended mitigation by installation of helical piers.  

The purpose of this RFP is to select a contractor to review the work completed to date and assist 

the Town in preventing future settlement.   

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 

The contractor shall provide design and construction services associated with the following: 

 

Required: Provide a proposal for installation of helical piers on both sides of the southern corner 

of the Town Hall foundation. 

 

Optional: Provide proposal for solutions other than helical piers. 

 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 

Proposal must contain the following: 

 

• Evidence that the firm has performed or is performing similar work in the last three (3) 

years. Include client name, address, contact person, telephone number, and description of 

work 

• Demonstrated experience and qualifications of the actual people who will undertake the 

work 



• Brief discussion on methodology for project approach 

• Estimated start and completion date of construction (from Notice To Proceed) 

 

 

Proposals, when received, shall be irrevocable for a period of ninety (90) calendar days following 

date received.  The Board of Selectmen's judgment shall be final and the right is reserved by the 

Town to reject any or all proposals as he/she may determine incomplete, and to waive defects in 

form or minor irregularities where the best interest of the Town would be served. 

 

General questions regarding this RFP may be addressed to: 

 

Adam Jacobs 

Director of Public Works 

404 Elm Street 

Goffstown, NH  03045 

 

(603) 497-3617 x210 

ajacobs@goffstownnh.gov 
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ORTHEAST

BUSINESS SYSTEMS

RRl Box l14
Strafford, NH 03884

(603) 942-8923
1-800-289-8923

NCE B

PROPOSAL
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Town of Goffstown
16 Main Street,
Goffstownr NH 03045

WE PROPOSE TO SELL YOU THE FOLLOWING SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND
CONDITIONS STATED ON THE REVERSE S!DE OF THIS FORM:

The following TfHfTE Lateral Ais.le-Saver System with TENNSCO or
BORROUGHS 4-Post Record Shelving as shown on Plan 3.

1 - Lateral Aisle-Saver +5436 wit,h 5 St,at,ionary Báses and 4 Lateral
Carriages 36"1{ x 72"D with Integrated Track and Deck 15'L.

JL

9 Single-Faced Units of Record Shelving 36"
5 Double-Faced Units of Record Shelving 36"

Each 76r4"H Unit has 7 Shelves and each BB
Each Shelf has 4 Adjustable File Dividers

76'4
8sä

as8

Dx
Dx
rh

hIx
Vtx
h"tt

12"
24"
un1

Color Sand or Light Gray (please choose one)

Filing Capaciüy - 5,I48 L.F.f.

Investment.. ...$6,457.00 *

* Delivered & Installed with a 3 year warranty.

THank /oür

Davi Perki
PROPOSAL SUBMITTED FOR ilORTHEAST BUSINESS SYSTETS BY:

ACCEPTANCEBYPURCHASER: ACCEPTA

-)A-ol
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE DATE SIGNATURE

THE QUOTAT]ONS AND TERMSABOVE ARE SUBJECTTO THE CONDITIONS STATED ON THE REVERSE

SIDE OF THIS SHEET, ALL OF WHICH ARE HEREBY REFERRED TO AND MADE A PART THEREOF

Original - Whlte DuPlicate - Canary

DATE iluty LZ, 2OOI

F.O.B. DestÍnation
TERMS: 250/o Deposit

250/o Upon Delivery
Balance Net 30 Days

DATE

TEIIS:
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TeamEngineerNH, PLLC 

67B North Mast Street 

Goffstown, NH 03045-1729 

Tel 603.497.3137 

Fax 603.497.4918 

www.engineernh.com  

 
 

May 15, 2015 

 

  

Town of Goffstown 

Attn. Derek Horne      

16 Main Street          

Goffstown, NH 03045 

 

Property: 

Goffstown Town Hall Extension 

16 Main Street          

Goffstown, NH 03045 

 

Re.:  Settlement and Loading Concerns at Goffstown Town Hall 

 

Dear Derek, 

 

At your request an engineering consultation regarding the above property was performed on May 

8, 2015.  The primary purpose of this report is to study two areas of structural concern: 

1. The support for your “Mobile File System” installed circa 2001 but modified in 2014.  

We understand that you are concerned about the weight of this system.  You want an 

evaluation of the floor framing under the Mobile File System and an opinion of whether 

it is adequate or not.   

2. The second concern area pertains to a section at “south side” near a removed door.  We 

understand that there may be a settlement problem in this area. 

 

This inspection was performed by and report written by John Turner, P.E.  For your interest, a 

copy of Mr.Turner’s resume is attached. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The south corner of the building is settling abnormally.  We measured the settlement of the 

corner at 3 1/2 inches.  Normal settlement should be less than ½” for a section this size. 

 

We recommend that this condition be kept under observation with a follow up measurement and 

study performed one year from now.  A decision should be made based on the follow up visit 

whether or not repairs are indicated. 

 

We consider the floor framing marginally adequate for the mobile filing system. 



 

Goffstown Town Hall 15194 May 8, 2015 
Goffstown, NH  2 

 

LIMITATIONS 

 

This report is the complete response to your request for a study or an inspection of this property.   

If you have any questions about this report or our inspection, please call your engineer for 

clarification. 

 

As you requested, this evaluation is limited in scope, focusing on the main floor  - south corner 

settlement and floor framing questions only.   

 

As Professional Engineers, it is our responsibility to evaluate available evidence relevant to the 

purpose of this inspection.  We are not, however, responsible for conditions that could not be seen 

or were not within the scope of our service at the time of the inspection.  
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DESCRIPTION 

 

 

This study concerns the circa 1969 extension of the Goffstown Town Hall. 

 

This portion of the building is a one plus story gable style structure with brick masonry exterior 

walls and a mostly finished half depth basement. 

 

There are perimeter cast in place concrete foundation walls and a steel beam with wood plank 

floor system for the upper floor. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

We understand that the motivation for this engineering study was two-fold first there is a large 

movable filing System located on the main floor.  In addition, evidence of recent movement 

(increased cracks in brick masonry and interior drywall) have been observed – raising questions 

about abnormal settlement. 

 

We understand that there was formally and egress door located at the southeast side of the 

building toward the south corner.  We further understand that in approximately 2007 this door 

was removed and the foundation wall infill and a window installed. 

 

We also understand that the capacity of the movable file system was recently increased. 

 

The combination of these changes with perceived building moment inspired this investigation. 

 

OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS 

 

We exposed portions (by limited removal of suspended ceiling tiles in the lower level) of the 

main floor framing to perform this study. 

 

We measured the floor framing components using a conventional 4’ level, a Zip brand level and 

laser level technology.  We have included a sketch showing these measurements and respective 

locations.  The results are consistent and disappointing.   3 1/2 inches of settlement in a 24 foot 

length of foundation is much greater than normal.   This finding suggests that the south corner of 

the building is not founded properly on firm soil.  This helps to explain the apparent history of 

trouble with the brick masonry veneer and with some other components such as the windows at 

the southeast elevation. 

 

The minimal evidence of movement at both the interior and exterior since major renovations 

were performed (2007-2010) is cause for some optimism. Settlement conditions often decay 

exponentially.  We suspect that the years of more severe settlement are over – though this can 

only be confirmed by observation over an extended time period.  Also, the recent and severe 
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parking lot settlement conditions do raise additional concerns.  As a result, we strongly 

recommend waiting 12 months and repeating measurements to confirm whether or not the 

settlement problem is ongoing and – assuming it is – how severe that it is. 

 

We have also reviewed the beam sizes for the floor members.  Our calculations indicate that the 

beams supporting the file system are probably not ideally sized for this application.  Per 2001 

documents, the mobile filing system, fully loaded, has a reported live load of 101 lb/SF (PSF).  

By our calculations, the floor system is just adequate to support this load.  In short, we do not 

believe any action regarding the mobile filing system is required.  Our greatest concern on this 

matter relates to connections – especially connections that are now strained due to settlement 

conditions.  This should reinforce the motivation to continue a monitoring program for the 

settlement problem. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance to you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

John Turner, PE 

 

 

JPT/mok 

 

Enclosures 

 

Distribution via email to:  dhorne@goffstownnh.gov     
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Photo: 1  

Location: 

Goffstown Town 

Hall 16 Main Street 

 

Date: May 8, 2015 

 

Description: 

Southwest (Gable) 

and Southeast  

Elevations of the 

Town  Hall 

extension.  This 

corner either has 

settled or is settling 

abnormally. 

 

 

 

Photo: 2  

Location: 

Goffstown Town 

Hall 16 Main Street 

 

Date: May 8, 2015 

 

Description: 

Lower left window 

was formerly a door.  

Settlement problem 

is not related to this 

change. 
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Photo: 3  

Location: 

Goffstown Town 

Hall 16 Main Street 

 

Date: May 8, 2015 

 

Description: 

Mobile filing system 

location is mostly 

coincidental with 

settlement problem.  

Pen under 4’ level 

gives a sense of the 

magnitude of the 

floor slope.  

 

 

 

Photo: 4  

Location: 

Goffstown Town 

Hall 16 Main Street 

 

Date: May 8, 2015 

 

Description: 

Slope of steel beam 

under mobile filing 

system is caused 

primarily by 

foundation 

settlement – not 

deflection due to 

filing system. 
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Photo: 5  

Location: 

Goffstown Town 

Hall 16 Main Street 

 

Date: May 8, 2015 

 

Description: 

General interior view 

with laser level 

(orange) set on filing 

cabinets for 

measurement of floor 

slope. 

 

 

 

Photo: 6  

Location: 

Goffstown Town 

Hall 16 Main Street 

 

Date: May 8, 2015 

 

Description: 

Typical joist/beam 

connection below 

floor section of 

concern. 
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PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
 

JOHN P. TURNER, P.E. 
 

Areas of Expertise 
John Turner is a Multi-Discipline (Architectural and Electrical) Licensed Professional Engineer working 
primarily in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, specializing in building technology and construction.  He is 
also a Board Certified Building Inspection Engineer.   
     
As President of Team Engineering, John has diverse experience in all facets of construction.  His specialties 
include residential and commercial inspection, structural and other engineering design, energy-efficiency, 
renovation consulting, condominiums/association properties and forensic engineering.   
 
John provided these services as Criterium-Turner Engineers from 1993 until 2012.  In 2012, the company 
elected to go independent and formed Team Engineering.  The architects, inspectors and engineers at Team 
are recognized by real estate professionals, consumers, builders, legal and business leaders as the best in the 
business.  John has a proven track record of competence, integrity and commitment as a building inspection 
& design engineer. 
 
John is responsible for development and management of the firm.  John is actively involved on a daily basis 
in building evaluation, design, and architectural engineering.  He provides seminars on a variety of topics 
related to the design, construction and maintenance of buildings.  He has taught in excess of 100 hours to 
both consumers and industry professionals. 
 
Qualifications 
Our company has provided inspection and consulting services on over 10,000 buildings in the last 20 years.  
John provided similar services working for Criterium-Lalancette Engineers in Vermont.  John gained 
practical insight working as a Construction Foreman for years.  John serves as a call Firefighter in Amherst 
and served as the Assistant Building Inspector in Dunbarton.  John also worked for Bangor Hydro-Electric 
Company in Bangor, Maine and for Texas Instruments.  He built his own family home in 1999, and has 
performed four major renovations for his family and the business.   
 
Education 
John earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of Maine (1988).  He 
earned his initial PE license performing electrical design services in Massachusetts starting in 1993. 
By 2004,  John completed studies to earn his Architectural Engineer’s License (NH PE #8908, MA#50175).    
 
Professional Affiliations 
NABIE National Academy of Building Inspection Engineers Member 
ASHI American Society of Home Inspectors Member 
NSPE National Society of Professional Engineers Member 
State of New Hampshire Licensed Sub-Surface System Designer 
CAI Community Associations Institute Member 
Certified HUD 203(k) Fee Consultant (PO912) 
BIECI Building Inspection Engineering Certification Institute 
LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Accredited Professional. 
 
Personal  
John resides in Amherst, NH with his wife, Renee, and children – Maria, Carlos & Cecilia.  He loves to 
enjoy the Great Outdoors of New England with his family.  John is active at St. Patrick’s Parish in Milford, 
NH.  He is creating “The Farm at Cricket Hill” in Amherst – a cut-your own Christmas Tree Farm at his 
Amherst residence – open for business in 2021! 
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LIMITATIONS 

 

This report is the complete response to your request for a study or an inspection of this property.   

If you have any questions about this report or our inspection, please call your engineer for 

clarification. 

 

As you requested, this evaluation is limited in scope, focusing on the main floor - south corner 

settlement and related foundation questions only.   

 

As Professional Engineers, it is our responsibility to evaluate available evidence relevant to the 

purpose of this inspection.  We are not, however, responsible for conditions that could not be seen 

or were not within the scope of our service at the time of the inspection.  

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

This study concerns the circa 1969 extension of the Goffstown Town Hall. 

 

This portion of the building is a one plus story gable style structure with brick masonry exterior 

walls and a mostly finished half depth basement. 

 

There are perimeter cast in place concrete foundation walls and a steel beam with wood plank 

floor system for the upper floor. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In addition to observations made in 2015, the staff in the Town Offices reported a perception that 

wall cracks have increased and that the moveable file system operation has changed.  We 

witnessed a demonstration of one of the moveable files “rolling downhill”.  The perception and 

observations are consistent with our measurements. 

 

 

OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS 

 

We repeated settlement measurements performed in 2015.  Again, we used a combination of  

 a Zip brand level and laser level technology.  We have included a sketch showing these 

measurements and respective locations.  The following table summarizes results – all numbers 

are in inches relative to a common location.   
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Location 2015- 

Laser 

2015-

Zip 

2016-

Laser 

2016-

Zip 

Change – 

Laser 

Change – 

Zip 

Former Entry 

Door/Window 

-1 1/2 -1.6 -1.5 -1.6 0 0 

Perimeter Foundation 

Below Moveable Files 

-2 -2.2 -2 7/16 -2.4 -7/16 -.2 

Southeast Corner of 

Foundation 

-3 ¼ -3.4 - 3 ¾ -3.7 -1/2 -0.3 

Inboard Column Below 

Moveable Files 

-1/4 -0.3 -1.4 -0.3 0 0 

 

I have deliberately maintained the units as fractions for the laser level (measurements are made 

with a tape measure) vs. the digital display of the Zip Level.  The results are not perfect between 

the two technologies, but they are consistent.  Both technologies show no ten month settlement 

of the inboard column and of the foundation near the former entry door (now east side window). 

 

This year’s observations were very significant with regard to the specific location of the 

settlement problems.  By our measurements, the “current problem” is limited to the corner of the 

foundation now labeled as “10 month settlement observed.”   We have also labeled an “affected 

south wall” as when the corner is involved, clearly the adjacent wall is also affected.  This means 

that any foundation repair should provide improved support at both the east and south sides near 

the southeast corner. 

 

The most common repair technology for this condition are helical piers.  These could be installed 

to arrest further movement/settlement.  Restoration of this corner to “level” would add 

significantly to consequential damage and cost.  I have enclosed a brochure to give you a general 

understanding of this technology.  Please advise if you wish further assistance with establishing 

and/or implementing a repair plan. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance to you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

John Turner, PE 

 

 

JPT/ 

 

Enclosures 

 

Distribution via email to:  dhorne@goffstownnh.gov   
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