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Typical Waste Streams
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WASTE BIN
• Landfill or Incinerator

• Casella Landfill
• Bethlehem NH

RECYCLE BIN
• Material Recovery 

Facility (MRF)
• Waste Mgmnt

• N. Billerica, MA

COMPOST BIN
• Compost On-Site
• Compost Facility

• Local Pig Farmers

Options for Waste

• N. Billerica, MA



What Can/Cannot Be Recycled
All paper & cardboard products –

No excessive food waste or oil

Glass – no ceramics

Plastic products – MUST be marked #1-7
No unmarked plastic

Metal – no pressurized spray cans



Trash Produced By Students

• 2,756 students in Goffstown
• 5lbs of trash/student/week
• 36 weeks school ~ 500,000 lbs = 250 TONS

10 orca whales

38 African Bush 
Elephants

58 ½ ton trucks



What Impact Can Our Schools Have?
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A Look At Goffstown Statistics



3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

Trash vs. Recycle (Tonnages)

-

1,000 

2,000 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Total Trash Tonnage Total Recycle Tonnage



$200,000 

$300,000 

$400,000 

$500,000 

$600,000 

Cost of Disposal
(Dollars Spent vs. Saved)

2015 SAVINGS WITH 
TRANSPORTATION = 

$100,000

$-

$100,000 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Total Trash Tonnage Total Recycle Tonnage

$66.53/TON
TRASH

$13.47/TON
RECYCLE

Almost 5 X COST!!!



What Impact Can Our Schools Have?

25% 
Recycle Rate
125,000 lbs125,000 lbs

35% 
Recycle Rate
175,000 lbs

45%
Recycle Rate
225,000 lbs

$3,316.25

$4,642.75

$5,969.25
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Why are Recycling Rates Declining?

1 Person can’t 
make a 

difference

Confusing?

What is 
recyclable

Convenience 
and 

accessibility

Don’t 
understand 
the benefits

Recycling 
Rates 
Down

No personal 
benefit

LESS VALUE 
in  small, 

broken, torn 
dented 

recyclables



Benefits of Recycling

Lowers 
Demand    for 
New Material

Less    
Energy 

Consumption

Cleaner   
Land, Air & 

Water

Conserves 
Natural 

Resources

Reduces 
Pollution

Sustains 
Environment 

for Future 
Generations

Cost Savings
Extends 

Usefulness    
of Items

Creates new 
jobs in MRFs 

in US

Teaches 
Invaluable 
Lessons to 
Students



Examples From Other NH Schools



Allenstown Elementary 
BEST 

EARTH 
DAY 

EVENT

• Each student had a 
section of soil to plant section of soil to plant 
seedlings

• Started a “Waste-Free 
Wednesday” and 
“Think-before-you 
throw Thursday”



Milford Middle School
Best Recycling School 

of the Year

• “Trash on the Lawn Day”

• Students sort trash on 
tarps with gloves and 
apronsaprons

• Shows how much waste 
can be diverted from 
landfill

• Students weigh and 
compare results



Milford Middle School
• Performed a Star 

Assessment with the NRRA 
(free with any workshop)

• Thorough analysis of current 
recycling & waste reduction efforts
in five key areas 

• Provides clear, unbiased suggestions • Provides clear, unbiased suggestions 
for areas of improvement as well as base-line data for 
future examination of the recycling program

Best Recycling Club 
of the Year



Candia School District
Funding Factory
• Recycling ink cartridges and 

used cell phones
• Raises money for non-profit 

causes

Terracycle
• Program that recycles hard-to-

recycle items for FREE!
• Free packages and boxes, prepaid 

shipping labels.
• Program rewards, $ incentives



Pembroke Elementary 

“Feed the Pigs” program

Giving food waste from the 
cafeteria to a local pig farmcafeteria to a local pig farm

An alternative to composting 
on-site if limited space



New Boston Green Machine Program

• Grant to start recycle program
• Students designed and named recycle truck
• Huge student involvement
• High level of pride & ownership
• Weighed each week
• 50% Recycle rate 
• Cash back at year end

Click for VIDEO

• Cash back at year end
for yearly recycle 
efforts



Make Recycling Fun & Exciting

Start Early

Student Ownership

Pride in Recycle Program

“Green” Recycling Team

Feeling of Success

Encourage 
Creativity

Reward/Recognition 
Program



Start Early...How?

Planet Pals 

“Be A Friend To The Earth”

• Music/Songs

• Activities

• Lesson Plans

• Puzzles

• Earth Science

• Environment

• Nutrition

• World Peace• Puzzles • World Peace



Make Recycling Convenient...How?

• Locate recycle barrels NEXT
to trash

• Provide recycle barrels in 
many locations

• Provide proper openings.

• Talk to staff – what’s NOT • Talk to staff – what’s NOT 
working currently

• Adjust to a system 

that works



Get Their Game On...How?

• Art contest with 
recyclable materials

• One (1) bin challenge

• Paper/can drive

• Other recycle challenges 
between grade levels or between grade levels or 
homerooms



Encourage Creativity...How?
• Decorate recycle bins or 

boxes for use in classroom

• Create recycle mascot



Encourage Creativity...How?
• Recycle Art

• Paper quilling

• Bottle cap lockets

• Recycle animals/scenes 
with reusable materials

• Bottle/can creatures• Bottle/can creatures



Entertain & Educate...How?
• Books

• Recycle Day Parade



Entertain & Educate...How?
Videos – What can be Recycled 

to How Items are Recycled

Click for VIDEO

Reading Rainbow VIDEO



Take a Field Trip…Where?

Transfer Station – Goffstown or Auburn
• Load and transport municipal waste & 

recycling to off-site locations

Waste Management MRF– N.Billerica, MA
• Materials Recovery Facility – Receives & 

separates recyclablesseparates recyclables



Take a Field Trip…Where?

Turnkey Landfill – Rochester, NH
• Location for waste disposal via 

bury & cover with soil

Wheelabrator Concord
• Converts waste to energy



The Key To Recycling Success…

Community 
Support

Students

Teachers

SAUTown

Parents

Community 
Support

SAU

Janitorial

Admin

NRRA

Town



What Next….
• Surveys 

• Complete/Compile/Share results with SAU
• Sign up to become an NRRA Member – FREE
• Meet with all staff (teachers, janitorial, food services) –

Get Input +/-
• Teach good recycling habits to students early on in 

school year (September).  school year (September).  
• Schedule TOLD & Star Assessment (if interested)

• DPW to assist with obtaining grant from “NH the 
Beautiful” and facilitating event w/NRRA

Keep the energy going!
Maintain student & staff involvement

throughout year!



Contact Information

Meghan TheriaultMeghan Theriault

mtheriault@goffstownNH.gov

(603) 497-3617 ext. 280


