
As I begin to type this on January 24th there hasn’t been a whole bunch of snow this month but that doesn’t mean we haven’t 
had plenty to do here at DPW. On top of what I would characterize as a multitude of ‘nuisance’ ice/snow storms that seem to 
occur every other morning, we have utilized this unseasonal weather to our advantage. Making hay while the sun shines, as 
they say. It has allowed us to get a jump on/continue with some of our regular maintenance operations.

Here are but a few examples of some of the work we’ve been doing here over the last month. This is not an attempt to 
document every project we’ve worked on this month – just a few of the highlights.  Let’s get started….

We had a perennial ice problem on Bog Road in the area just beyond Bell. Water would bleed out of the road and ice would 
build up in the roadway.

After contacting the abutters we began by 
taking down a few trees to allow the 

installation of some drainage to relieve the 
water causing the dangerous icing issue.

There will be more to do in the spring time as 
we are still waiting on Verizon to relocate a 
couple of utility poles. In the meantime the 
ice problem has been remedied making the 

road much safer to travel as well as 
eliminating the constant need for 

treating/cutting ice in that section.

As a side benefit, a dangerous site distance 
issue for a local resident was eliminated.



A resident on Riverview Park Road had brought to our attention a tree in the ROW that had been struck by lightning and was 
perched precariously over their residence.

Due to the type of tree work we required the 
use of a bucket truck. While the bucket crew 
was in the area we coordinated with PSNH 
to cost share and take down several other 
dangerous trees along the roadway. You 

can see the root system was eroded to the 
point where we (along with the residents) 
wondered when they would come down.

If you are not familiar with the area, 
Riverview Park Road is a very narrow 

road. Not much room to work in.

While a contractor was utilized for the tree 
work DPW provided traffic control as the 

trees were pieced to the ground.

At some point we will take the excavator over 
and remove some of the stumps and clean 

up the ditch lines.



Parks and Rec had made a request for assistance with a project in Roy Park. They were looking for some drainage work as 
well as the removal/re-construction of a retaining wall. There was also a handicap access to the tennis courts that required a 
water crossing.

We installed a culvert for the handicap access path, 
reshaped the swales directing the water away from the 

pool building and playground that was being 
damaged. Afterwards, we then built a stone retaining 

wall.

While we were there a few storm damaged trees were 
also removed, the brush chipped and the stumps pulled.

There will be some landscaping and paving to do in the spring but apparently the folks over at Parks and Rec are happy as we 
received this email from the P&R Director Rick Wilhelmi: 

“Mike,
PLEASE extend our gratitude to all DPW employees for an outstanding job on the drainage upgrades at Roy Park. We are very 
fortunate to have a great team of talented/dedicated individuals willing to help. 
Once again, thanks for the help.
Rick, Stasia, and Mike”



This unusual weather has also allowed us to catch up on some ‘grader ditching’. Right up front I’m going to blame this on our 
very competent and enthusiastic grader operator, Billy Holt. (Just to be clear I use ‘blame’ in the most positive way 
possible.) He and his crew have managed to hit several areas in town after experimenting a little on Big Jane’s Lane. I say 
experiment because we weren’t quite sure how much of an impact the frost might have as we’ve never had a winter where we 
could do this type of operation into January. So far so good.

Before beginning the grader work, some areas, such as Roby Road, required extensive brush cutting to make way for the 
equipment.

Once any brush/tree work is completed 
they’ll start cleaning the ditches with the 

grader.

Yes. It can look a bit ugly at first but the 
loader comes up behind and loads the 

material out into trucks. That operation is 
followed by the Bobcat mounted sweeper.

Above happens to be Locust Hill Road but 
several other roads were ditched this month: 
Roby, Normand, Shirley Hill, Henry Bridge 
Road, Tirrell Hill Road, Jason Drive, Black 
Brook, Paige Hill Road, Snow Road, Bog 
Road, Stinson Road, and even a small 

section of St. A’s.



In addition to the work in Roy Park we’ve also had the excavator out catching up on some smaller projects. Below Ray 
Gamache and his crew are on the Goffstown Back Road repairing a washed out ditch line across from the Village of Glens 
Falls.

We’ve also completed some excavator work on Shirley Hill, Roby 
Road, Normand Road, Kennedy as well as some work in our pit.  

Sometimes you can’t begin plan for what’s going to happen here 
at GDPW. A little excitement one day last week.  Someone 

drove right through the middle of the roundabout at Wallace and 
South Mast.  That had to hurt.  We dispatched the loader to get 

the historic granite watering trough out of the roadway so that PD 
and Fire could do their thing. We’ll return when the dust settles 
to put the watering trough back in its place and replace several 

damaged signs.

As Mother Nature continues to smile on us for what may well be a record breaking February 1st  (sorry skiers) the crew 
continues with catching up on some roadside maintenance.


