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In attendance were Jean Walker—Chairman, Susan Tucker, Amy Pollock, David Nieman, Barbara Schult, 

Karen McRae, and Patty Gale—Planning and Zoning Assistant.  

 

Public Discussion: 

Sean Finley,  of 184 Elm Street, Map 36 Lot 76, seeking a NHDES Shoreland Permit to cleanup shore 

land along his property by  adding erosion control to the slope area, which includes adding decorative 

rock approximately 5 to 7 feet from waterline along with planting  20/30 shrubs and bushes. The 

property is zoned:  Residential-1. 

 

Sean Finley said he is going for a shore land permit, not a wetland permit.  That was clarification he got 

from the state.  He’s working from the high water mark as a reference point, and above that.  He’s 

cleaning up debris.  In some cases it’s construction debris that was left over from the last 30-40 years.  

There are boards coming out of the walls.   Some of the bricks and cinder blocks are falling apart.  He’s 

putting in about 30 plants.  He will add decorative native rock to stop it from eroding.  There are small 

walls he wants to replace with something more decorative.  He’ll put a temporary silt fence to prevent 

run-off while he’s working on it.  He’s not removing the existing trees and stumps.  All this work is being 

done by hand.  You can’t get any machinery down there.  He’s not touching the water line or adding any 

impervious structure.  There are existing stairs and walls and he will be keeping the same footprint.  He 

has a 78 foot shoreline front.  He plans to put a seasonal dock that he will get a separate permit for.   

 

Jean Walker clarified he would be using native plants. 

 

Sean Finley said he has a list from DES. 

 

Susan Tucker asked about the soil. 

 

Sean Finley said it is pretty acidic.   That’s why he wants to reserve the right as to what plants to put in 

there.  The plants there now are all dying.  He will plant something that will withstand the sandy 

atmosphere.  They are doing this by hand and it is a long project.  It may take a year.  The existing dock is 

illegal.  It is abutting the property next door so he will have to put it in the middle.  And the stairway in 

the middle collapsed.   

 

David Nieman said his sense of it is that it’s a lot of complicated paperwork and procedure for 

something that seems pretty straightforward.  He commended the applicant for pursuing the right 

course of action.  

 

Sean Finley asked if there is a limitation on the plants.  He will be using native plants, going to 

Devriendt’s, around the corner.  It will be a cost issue.  He wants the plants to mainly hold the soil.  The 

30 plants is just an approximate guess.   

 

Karen McRae suggested he call Hillsborough County Cooperative Extension and talk to a master 

gardener.  They would probably have a list of native plants good for planting.   

 

Sean Finley said he will use the proper protections in what they do.   
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Barbara Schult asked about fertilizer. 

 

Sean Finley said he uses lime and waters it.  

 

David Nieman made a motion to recommend approval of the permit to the DES, following procedures 

outlined in the application.  Amy Pollock seconded the motion.  VOTE:  6-0-0.  All in favor.  Motion 

carries. 

 

Minutes:  January 27, 2016 

David Nieman made a motion to approve the minutes to the Conservation Commission meeting of 

January 27, 2016.  Jean Walker seconded the motion.  VOTE:  2-0-4.  Karen McRae, Amy Pollock, Susan 

Tucker, and Barbara Schult abstained.  Motion carries. 

 

Budget:   

Operating is shown currently at $4,822.36, but doesn’t include the $15,000.00 Approved Amount at 

Town Meeting.  The Conservation Fund for Citizens Bank is at $177,732.55. 

 

Karen McRae said they are doing well.  There is enough money to pay their bills and the bills are coming 

in less than expected. 

 

Request to Elect Officers at April Meeting rather than the May Meeting. 

Patty Gale said normally election of officers is done in May, but she has been asked by sue Desruisseaux 

if it could be done in April to coincide with the updating of the website, so it can all be done at once.    

 

David Nieman made a motion to nominate Jean Walker as Chairman.  Barbara Schult seconded the 

motion.   Susan Tucker made a motion to nominate Evelyn Miller as Vice Chairman.  Karen McRae 

seconded the motion.  Susan Tucker made a motion to nominate Karen McRae as treasurer.  David 

Nieman seconded the motion.  VOTE:  6-0-0.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

 

Open Space Report 

David Nieman said since the last meeting they’ve had the closing on the Finke conservation easement.  

And before we have out next meeting we should be wrapping up the Black Brook project.  He reviewed 

the budget for the Black Brook project.  PLC took out a loan for the first time in their history to purchase 

the property. As part of the arrangement we are purchasing a conservation easement that the town will 

hold.  The PLC will be the simple in fee owner.  There were so many sources of revenue for that.  We 

applied for and received a grant from the DES Aquatic and Wetland Mitigation Program, an ARM grant.  

That was $70,000.  We applied and received $25,000 from LCHIP.  We applied for and received $20,000 

from the Moose plate Grant Program.  We also got a grant from the Cox Family Foundation—a private 

group—for $20,000.  We had $29,000 from our public fundraising campaign.  From the RBC Foundation 

gave us a $3000 grant.  Originally we voted to spend as much as $153,000 for the easement, but we 

were able to secure so much funding from other sources that we brought the town portion from our 

Conservation Fund down to approximately $96,000.  He says approximately because they are a few 

weeks from closing and there may be additional fees.  They realized they hadn’t accounted for is having 

some kind of kiosk at the trail head.  We really need something like that.  There will be a fairly elaborate 

trail going in.  A lot of grant sources require posting that they contributed to the project.  The easiest 

and best way to do that is to have a kiosk and include all these organizations.  We could assume it would 
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be roughly $2000.  We’d have to sort that out before the closing next month.  He wants to know if there 

are any eagle scouts interested in doing a project like this.  We could look into that and save even more.   

 

Karen McRae said the boys usually have to collect money and do fundraising.  That is usually the hardest 

part.  We could certainly contribute to that. They (Eagle Scouts) are going to do all the work.  Seed 

money always helps. 

 

David Nieman said he doesn’t think we need a motion for that because we have already preapproved 

spending more than we are going to spend.  When it’s all wrapped up and finished, and the trails and 

kiosk are built, it is going to be an awesome place to go to.   There is more good news.  We are building 

up a nice contiguous area.  There is another property—the one owned by Real Martel.  It abuts another 

property they have been interested in.  It is 135 acres and has part of the courtside cliff that rises on the 

eastern side of that.  There is forested land and a big, beautiful, open field.  We met with him several 

years ago and he wanted to do something with his land.  But we weren’t sure what we could do at that 

point.  Sadly, Mr. Martel died last fall, and in his will, he left his property to the Forest Society. That adds 

to this whole region.  He was a very kind and generous man, and his generosity continues on. It’s a very 

beautiful piece of property and a wonderful addition to this whole thing.  This corner of town is coming 

along nicely.  It’s an important area to protect.  One reason is that the Black Brook is such a pristine 

stream, and so much of it is protected from its source in Dunbarton.  Over half of the frontage of the 

stream is now protected.  This area is also very prone to flooding, with its many wetlands along the 

stream.  Those wetlands help substantially to reduce the impact of floods.  When we had the Mother’s 

Day floods this area was one that was hit hard, even with those wetlands.  Imagine if we didn’t have 

them and there was more development and impervious area out there.   

 

Correspondence: 

1) Copy of Email from Meghan Theriault regarding inspection runoff water damage complaint 

along Elm Street property/Glen Lake.  (This also relate to the public discussion as the concern 

came from Mr. Finley of 184 Elm Street.) 

2) NHDES Shoreland Impact Permit to rebuild summer camp into year round single family home.  

Jeanne Gale, 43 McFarland Road, Map 42 Lot 66.  

Patty Gale said she has to go to the Board of Selectmen, the ZBA and she knows she has to come 

to the Conservation Commission. 

3) NHDES Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notification Permit for Phyllis Moriarty, Saunders 

Road Phyllis Moriarty, Map 7 Lots 74 & 75. 

4) Intent to Cut Permit for Ricketts, Map 10 Lot 30-3, Snook & Gorham Pond Road. 

5) NHDES request for more information needed for Alteration of Terrain Permit Application for 

Woodland Village, Bog Road & Mountain Road, Map 4 Lot 87-6. 

6) 2015 Piscataquog River Local Advisory Committee Annual Report. 

7) NH Town & City March/April. 

8) Email from Meghan Theriault, Town Engineer, regarding erosion concerns from the 2005-2007 

Floods near 77 Mast Road.  Just an FYI. 

Patty Gale said they’ve been working on it and just wanted the Commission to be aware.   

9) Thank You letter from the PLC for the Finke easement.  The Commission read the letter that was 

thanking them for all the work with the Finke Easement. 

10) NHDES letter saying they need more information for the Wetland Permit Application for Ruth 

Clark, Map 10 Lot 3 and 3-1, along with copy of the Intent to Cut Permit Application.  

11) Intent to Cut Permit for Glen & Maureen Janas, Map 11 Lot 20, Black Brook Road. 
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12) Intent to Cut for Joseph Venturini, Map 8 Lot 39-3, Paige Hill Road. 

Review: 

KRG Motorsport Parking Lot Expansion, Map 26 Lots 10A & 12. (Approved already by the Planning 

Board on March 10, 2016) 

Jean Walker said this has already been approved at the Planning Board. 

 

Patty Gale stated that the Commission didn’t meet last month, but this site plan was scanned in and 

emailed to the Commission prior to them going to the Planning Board meeting in case the Commission 

had any concerns that needed to be relayed to the Planning Board.  The Commission felt the Agenda 

was very light and it was unnecessary to have a meeting, therefore last month’s meeting was cancelled.   

Since then, they did receive site plan approval.   The Planning Board approved the plan knowing there 

are no wetlands on it.  The applicant is addressing the drainage.  There are no building structures.  She 

brought it in case the Commission still wanted to review it.  Technically the Commission still has a right 

to review and provide comment.  The Commission briefly discussed and stated they have no issues or 

concerns with the plan. 

 

Other  

Barbara Schult said since Old Home Day was so successful last year, the Commission should consider 

doing it again in June, with each member volunteering for part of the day to work the table.  

 

Patty Gale said she’s received nothing from Main Street regarding Old Home Day. 

 

Jean Walker said they can put it on next month’s agenda.  They’ve not published the dates.  Nothing is 

out there yet.  

 

David NIeman said the topic of maps always comes up but then the questions are who is going to print 

them, and how and where they will print them.  It’s not as straightforward as it should be.   

 

Susan Tucker asked if they have to make a formal request to have the information printed by the town.  

She’d like to see an updated map conservation land and trails. 

 

David Nieman said PLC has a display board of that project.  That’s what we had last year at Old Home 

Day and the Pumpkin Fest.   

 

Susan Tucker said she’d like to see a map, even a poster size map, for people to see what this committee 

has done.   

 

David Nieman said we’ve made maps in years past and there was more work than what they got out of 

it.  What would make more sense, and what people want to know, is where they can go.  If we make a 

big map, they can’t take it with them.  We should have pamphlets of where they can go.   

 

Barbara Schult said she’d be happy to create that if she had the information.  
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David Nieman said we could have several pamphlets, one for each site, or one that includes them all.  

The most popular trail in the entire town is the White Dot Trail on North Uncanoonuc.  It’s published in 

books, with the trail map showing where you go.  We get push-back saying it crosses private property so 

we can’t put it on our website.   

 

Susan Tucker said we tried to put brochures of that trail in Town Hall. 

David Nieman said we didn’t get anywhere.   

 

Jean Walker said there are some there now.   

 

David Nieman said now, once it was decided there is an economic interest and signs went up directing 

people to the trail heads.  David Pierce did a map of the whole Uncanoonuc Mountain area, which you 

can download.  It’s posted in the kiosk.  He is a professional map maker.  Now he’s a Selectmen. 

 

Patty Gale said he’s our Selectmen’s representative.  

 

Susan Tucker asked if there is a place in the line budget to pay for the paper for the trail brochures.   

 

Patty Gale said it would come from the operating budget.  

 

David Nieman said for a map to be on public display it would need to be more than just a sheet of paper. 

It would need to be thick, heavy stock, and best if laminated.  The thing about the pamphlets is that you 

make a pamphlet for the various areas, it’s good now and for a few years later.  If you spend a lot of 

money printing up a big, glossy sign for display, it’s out of date within a year.  He doesn’t think it’s a 

good approach.   

 

Karen McRae said you could do a generic map of Goffstown and then just put pins and a label where 

they are.  You can update them for a new project by adding another pin and label. 

 

David Nieman said if we are going to pursue this, he suggests a small working group get some ideas and 

bring them back to the committee.  

 

Susan Tucker made a motion to adjourn.  Karen McRae seconded the motion.  VOTE:  6-0-0.  All in 

favor.  Motion carries. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gail Labrecque 

Recording Secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to approval by the Conservation Commission. 


